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“The Qur'an is an intercessor, something given permission to intercede, and it is rightfully 
believed in. Whoever puts it in front of him, it will lead him to Paradise; whoever puts it 


behind him, it will steer him to the Hellfire.” 
(An authentic Hadith found in [ eonzil] by At-Tabarani, on the authority of 


‘Abdullah ibn Mas’id verified as Sahih in [4 >..2)! 41-J!] by Sheikh al-Albani) 
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This transliteration key is being provided to help bridge the gap between Arabic and English letters. There 
are several letters that are specific to the Arabic language, and do not have an English equivalent. Please 
also note that we have chosen to capitalize many of the Arabic terms mentioned in this book, especially 
those of a grammatical context. Furthermore, Arabic terms written in English have been pluralized in 


English to facilitate the reader. 
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Foreword 


by Dr. Mohammad Yunus 


Arabic grammar deals with principles by which the states of the endings of the words are known in 
regard to declension (I‘rab) and construction (Bina'), and the manner of constructing one word with 
another. It is highly essential for the students of Arabic to learn this science in order to be proficient in the 
language. Acquiring an understanding of word patterns (Sarf) is also of prime importance in learning the 
language. “Essentials of Qur’anic Arabic” isa book compiled for easy understanding of Qur’anic Arabic with 
focus on its grammar rules. There are many books on Arabic grammar on the market today. For example, 
Hidayatun Nahw is one classical book that has been used in teaching Arabic grammar for generations. 

The goal of this book is to enable the student to read, translate, and understand the Ayat of the Qur’an, 
Ahadith, and Arabic sentences without difficulty. Emphasis is also placed on learning the vocabulary with 
the help of standard dictionaries. Chapters in “Essentials of Qur’anic Arabic” are organized in a simple way 
that can easily be understood by the students of this Subject. Review questions at the end of this book are 
very useful to practice and revise the concepts learned during the study. This is a comprehensive book 
dealing with all the important aspects of the Subject of Qur’anic Arabic grammar. I am confident that when 
a student studies this book thoroughly with the guidance of a teacher or engages in self-study, they would 
develop a very good foundation in this science, and it would absolve them of the need to study similar 
books on the Subject. 


I pray to Allah.;, that He may make this book beneficial for the students of Arabic grammar and simplify 
the path to understanding the Qur'an, and the Sunnah of the Prophet Muhammad ». | also pray that Allah, 


bestow rewards for the compiler and everyone who contributed to its completion and publication. on! 


Dr. Mohammad Yunus is currently the director of the Tarbiyah Department of ICNA, and has held the position 
of Amir of ICNA for 17 years from 1977 - 2000. He is the Imam/Director at Masjid Dawah in Bonifay, FL. Dr. 
Yunus is a cardiologist and a Clinical Assistant Professor of Medicine at Florida State University, College of 
Medicine. 
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Preface 


I. The Importance of the Arabic Language 


Z 3 AG 
€ Os SES iy Hee Ul > 
Indeed, We have sent it, an Arabic Qur’an so that you all may understand. (12:3) 


Go 8 
6 op Mal oe 5 Ge UTS p 
It is a Qur’an in Arabic, without any crookedness, in order that they may have Taqwah. (39:28) 
Imam Shafi 3\~;: 


“Every Muslim is obligated to learn the Arabic tongue to the utmost of his power in order to profess 
through it that "There is no God but Allah and Muhammad is His Messenger" and to utter what is 


” 


mandated upon him....”. 


Sheikh Ibn Taymiyah 3. ;: 
“The Arabic language is part of the religion, and knowing it is obligatory. This is because the ability 
to understand the Qur’an and Sunnah is obligatory on every Muslim, and yet they cannot be 


understood without knowing Arabic, and (the general Islamic principle is that) every act that is an 


2 
essential prerequisite to perform an obligatory act is also obligatory”. 


e It is through the medium of Arabic that Islam has been preserved; primarily through the Qur’an and 
the Sunnah, and secondarily through the numerous classical books on Islam written by the scholars 
over the past 1400 years or so. 

e Translations are important but we need to know Arabic in “real” time. We cannot take out our 
translations during Salah, Jumu‘ah Khutbah, or Tarawih in Ramadan. It is through this language that 


Allah.;, speaks to us, and to His Messenger x . Translations are often inaccurate and cannot equal 


the beauty of the actual Arabic language. 


: Ar-Risala : Le’) , Imam Shafi’, pg. 93. 
. Iqtida Siratul Mustaqeem: -i\\ bi 2! <L23| pg. 469. 
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II. Text Goals and Objectives 


The ultimate goal is to learn the fundamentals of ArabicGrammarso that the Qur’an and the Hadith can be 
understood at a basic level. Specifically, we are seeking to understand the Qur’an in terms of reading 
comprehension (i.e. understand the Qur'an that you read). Our goal here is not to develop fluency in speaking 
the language. Instead, our focus is on understanding the written words. From this, there should be direct 
progression to listening comprehension. Many think that speaking Arabic is the most important aspect of 
learning the language. However, we do not hold this sentiment, particularly in the context that the majority of 
today's Muslims do not understand basic spoken Arabic while having the ability to read it. Since they have 
some basic ability to read the Qur'an, a more realistic and relevant goal should be to focus on its reading 
comprehension. Fluency in the language should be focused upon after gaining a solid foundation in reading 
and listening comprehension. Thus, our focus here is to gainreading and listening comprehension of the Divine 


words of Allah.;, and the words of His Messenger x. All other goals relative to learning Arabic should be 


secondary. 


Ill. Methodology of this Book 
This book begins with the study of the three types of Arabic words. This is followed by looking at Arabic 


Nouns and Particles. Then, we examine the various types of Word Constructions followed by studying 
Nominal Arabic sentences. The last part of the book focuses on verbs, verbal sentences, and verb 
derivatives. All throughout this book, a firm emphasis is placed on grammar. The vocabulary that is 
emphasized is specific to that of the Qur’an to retain the book’s focus. This will Insha Allah facilitate the 
student to utilize and apply any learned vocabulary. Much of the technical Arabic terminology is not 
emphasized to ease the novice student. Each lesson covers fundamental rules of Arabic presented in a 
simplified and condensed manner, aiming to teach Qur’anic Arabic in a most efficient way. 

This book should be primary studied alongside with study of vocabulary collection from “80% of 


Qur’anic Vocabulary”. 


On page 143, vocabulary assignments for each lesson are detailed. It is expected 
that all vocabulary be learned and memorized. A firm grasp on basic vocabulary is essential for learning 
grammar. 

“Review Questions” are included in the back of this book and are an essential part of this course. It forces 
the student to review the material each and every week. Without appropriate review and practicing 


examples from the Qur’an, Qur’anic Arabic cannot be properly learned. Furthermore, we are focusing on 


? This excellent compilation of “high-yield” Qur’anic vocabulary by Abdul-Raheem Abdul-Azeez is available online for free download at 
<http://emuslim.com/Qur’an/English80.asp>. Memorizing this booklet is a fundamental component of learning the basic essential vocabulary of 
Qur’anic Arabic. 
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the vocabulary specifically used in the Qur’an. For each lesson, there is a list of new vocabulary that needs 
to be memorized.’ 

There are several topics in Arabic Grammar that may be difficult. This will require effort and persistence. 
Insha Allah with time these concepts will be understood. As the student embarks forward, concepts should 
start fusing together like pieces of a puzzle. The goal of this first volume is to develop the ability to 
translate a typical ayah from the Qur’an, Hadith, or an Arabic sentence with the aid of an Arabic dictionary. 


The Second Volume builds on the core Arabic grammar principles found in this First Volume. 


IV. Advice for the New Student 


It is essential to start learning with a righteous intention, and not to let this go. The Prophet a said in 


one Hadith central to Islam: 
y 2 4 w 3 % <° a 
psp b tol IS LS 4 SLL JLEU Lal 
“Indeed actions are by intention, and each person will have what he intends...” 


Keep in mind that when you are learning Arabic, you are in fact learning the Qur’an, and developing the 


keys to understanding the Lofty Words of Allah,,. Furthermore, you are also learning to understand the 


comprehensive speech of His Messenger x. The key to learning Arabic is being constant and consistent. 
This is not an endeavor of a few months. It takes persistence of several years to truly learn the language.° 
Most students give up after the first few weeks. However, the purpose of this book is to equip students with 
the necessary skills and fundamentals by which the Qur’an, Hadith, and other Arabic literature can be 
properly understood and utilized. The first step is the hardest: other steps become easier once that first 
step has been taken successfully. 

Realize that the Qur'an is weighty. Allah.,, tells His Messenger 4: 


i . ‘es a Z ow ree @ 
aa. aU S|. 


| 
s 
ia 


“Indeed, We will soon send upon you a weighty word” (73:4). 


: Refer to Required Vocabulary List for “Essentials of Qur’anic Arabic” on pg. 143. This also includes “Supplemental Qur’anic Vocabulary” listed on 
pgs. 144-147. 


: Sahih al-Bukhari, Chapter on Beginning of Revelation: ><! «. Gls, Hadith #1. 


6 This does not mean that students cannot learn the basics of Qur’anic Arabic in less time. Ina few months and with some dedication, students 
should be able to learn basic Qur’anic Arabic a oak. 
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One final caveat is that the student should increase his/her connection with the Qur’an. The Prophet » 


said: “The Book of Allah is the Rope of Allah which is dangling from the Heavens down to the Earth”®. It is of 
no benefit to learn the Arabic Grammar but yet be devoid of a connection with the Qur’an on a regular basis. 


We need to continuously ask Allah.,, to help us succeed in this important journey. We have to remain 


steadfast as Shaytan will try to deter us from this great endeavor, and so will many commitments from our 
everyday lives. 

The material presented in this textbook is ideally learned in a classroom setting with a teacher proficient 
in Qur’anic Arabic Grammar. Nonetheless, dedicated students who can read the Qur’an and do not have 
access to a teacher can Insha Allah benefit from the material presented here. For students who have taken 
an Introductory Arabic course, it should be very useful for review and advancement in the language. 
Writing Arabic is a skill that needs to be learned. Those students who are unfamiliar need to devote the 
necessary time to enhance their writing skills’. The gauge for successfully learning the material is related 
directly to completing the assigned lessons and memorizing the designated vocabulary. One major reason 
why students are not able to go forward in Arabic studies is that they simply do not study the material, do 
not do the designated assignments, nor memorize enough vocabulary. With mastering the material 
presented here, the student will Insha Allah be better equipped to perform a rough translation of a typical 


ayah from the Qur'an. 


° Musnad of mam Ahmed. [.2)9!) dj clout! oe ogae b> a 5] Hadith Classified as Hasan Sahih by Sheikh al- Albani. 


7 . . ees H . : : “é ‘ : re ” . 
An excellent free resource is the course available at Islamic Online University titled “Arabic Reading and Writing Made Easy”. You can register for 
this and other excellent free courses at <www.fanarinstitute.com>. 
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History of Arabic Grammar 
I. Arabic at the time of the Prophet, 


Arabic had evolved to a very high level as a language when the Qur’an was revealed. The Arabs knew 
their language so well that illiteracy only made them better in mastering their native tongue. In terms of 
writing, Arabic words at the time did not even have any dots on its letters besides not having any Harakat 


(diacritical vowel marks). The Arabs prided their language to such a degree that they would call non-Arabs 


[LF] or “one who is illiterate in language”. It was at this time that the lofty and imitable words of the 


Qur’an were revealed to them through Prophet Muhammad «.. In fact, the Qur’an directly challenged the 


Arabs in their language to produce something like it. 


a 


se ot Dasa A le le Ei 8 GA OG) 
Kinbgic GES OL MT ogb ope ps1 157; 


“And if youare in doubt concerning that which We have sent downto Our slave, then 
produce a chapter of the like thereof and call your witnesses besides Allah, if youare 


truthful” (2:23). 
The people of Makkah were well acquainted with the life of Muhammad 4 , who they recognized as the 
most exemplary and trustworthy among them. Further, it was also known that he as had no ability to read 
or write. Muhammad 4 was commanded to say: 


o RY S 3 


ee AM ASY AUT, RT YT Ok ASSL AUT 5 A aT OB > 


@ & shige «SS ogacls le. abit eh sill Pl al 4) go) 4 alt \ al as 


* 


“Say: "Oh mankind! Verily, I am sent to you all as the Messenger of Allah, to Whom belongs the 
dominion of the heavens and the earth. None has the right to be worshiped but He; It is He Who 
gives life and causes death. So believe in Allah and His Messenger, the Prophet who can neither read 
nor write, who believes in Allah and His Words, and follow him so that you may be guided” (7:158). 
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Despite his lack of ability in reading and writing, which was a sign of his prophethood mentioned in the 


prior scriptures’, the Messenger of Allah a had been given the gift of eloquence by Allah.,,, and was the most 


eloquent of the Arabs. He x said: 


[lS ele Co 


“I have been sent with Comprehensive speech.” 


II. Evolution of Arabic Grammar 
The earliest attempt to write the Arabic grammar began when A'li z,; commissioned one of his students 
Abu al-Aswad ad-Du'ali ».., (69 AH") to codify Arabic grammar. During the time of the caliphate of A'‘li > 


it was apparent that Arabic grammar needed to be systemized. This was because many of the non-Arabs 
who had embraced Islam were making critical errors in the Arabic language. Here is an excerpt from ad- 
Du'ali:! 
“I came to the Leader of the Believers, A'li ibn Abi Talib ;, and found that he was holding a note in 
his hand. I asked, "What is this, Oh Leader of the Believers?" He a said, "I have been thinking of the 


language of the Arabs, and I came to find out that it has been corrupted through contacts with these 
foreigners. Therefore, I have decided to put something that they (the Arabs) refer to and rely on." 


Then, he as gave me the note and on it, he wrote: 


"Speech is made of nouns, verbs, and particles. Nouns are names of things, verbs provide 
information, and particles complete the meaning.” Then he said to me, "Follow this approach and 
add to it what comes to your mind." Ad-Du'ali continued to say, “I wrote two chapters on 


conjunctions and attributes then two chapters on exclamation and interrogatives. Then I wrote 


about ere 5 of and I skipped ES. When I showed that to him, he ordered me to add (SJ. 


Therefore, every time I finished a chapter J showed it to him, until I covered what I thought to be 


yu 


enough. He said, "How beautiful is the approach you have taken 


“Those who follow the Messenger, the Prophet who can neither read nor write whom they find written with them in the Torah and the Injil 
(Gospel), who enjoins upon them what is right and forbids them what is wrong and makes law ful for them the good things and prohibits for them 
the evil and relieves them of their burden and the shackles which were upon them. So they who have believed in him, honored him, supported him 
and followed the light which was sent down with him it is those who will be the successful (7:157).” 

Sahih al-Bukhari, Chapter on Holding Fast to the Book and Sunnah: %J! 5 CLL plex Yl OLS , Hadith # 6845. 


AH refers to “After Hijri’, is also the reference point for the Muslim calendar. The first year AH corresponds to 622 CE (Gregorian Calendar). 
: Adapted from Ibn al-Anbari in his book [-us\i ob & li 4853]. 
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At this point in history, the science of grammar called [ sil] started to evolve and blossom. Following 


Ad-Du'ali came many other grammarians, who studied and developed the science of the language. The 


period between 750 and 1500 AD saw more than 4000 grammarians who have been recorded in history.” Of 
these, the most famous was Sibaway i «+, (180 AH), who compiled the work, “Al-Kitab”, which became the 


standard reference for Arabic grammar. The teacher of Sibaway, al-Khalili: .«, (75 AH) is credited with 
compiling the first complete Arabic dictionary [eas tS] based on Arabic roots. The work of these 
grammarians and their counterparts set the paradigm for subsequent generations of grammarians. These 


grammarians studied the Arabic of the Qur’an, pre-Islamic poetry, and other literature from Bedouin Arabs 


as the ideal standard of the language. Interestingly, the pure, unadulterated language of the Bedouins 
became regarded as what we now know as Classical Arabic or Al-Fusha Lead: This pure Arabic was 
spoken for the first 300 years AH. Until today however, the rules of Classical Arabic have been preserved in 


the numerous voluminous works from Islamic scholarship. We hope that Insha Allah our Ummah will once 


again be able to understand and speak the original language that was spoken by the Prophet x, his 


companions, and the early successors. oll 


Red 
a 


" Jiyad, Mohammed. A Hundred and One Rules ! A Short Reference for Syntactic, Morphological, & Phonological rules for Novice and Intermediate 
Levels of Proficiency. Lambert Academic Publishing, 2010. 
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Lesson 1: Introduction to Arabic Grammar: 
The Arabic Word [411] 


A'ligs said: "Speech is made of nouns, verbs, and particles. Nouns are names of things, verbs provide 
information, and particles complete the meaning." Then A'li; said to Abu al-Aswad ad-Du'alis .«,, "Follow 


this approach and add to it what comes to your mind." We will Insha Allah start in this same manner as 


A'ligs, beginning with the study of the basic unit of speech, the word. 


I. Pre-Grammar Review of Arabic 


A. The Arabic Letters 


These letters below comprise the complete Arabic alphabet and they are written from right to left. 


sxe OPS SESE SL Sv Ges dr eC Eee 

B. Tajwid” 
1. We need to know the correct pronunciation (Tajwid) of each letter in a word because if we 
speak it wrong, there can be a drastic change in the meaning. Each letter should be pronounced 


according to its proper articulation (Makh’raj). This also includes appropriately elongating long 


vowels like the long Alif as shown below in the second example. 


° 


* LIS (dog) ¥S 5 (heant) 


VS. 


* (We made) ges (the women made) 


2. Appropriate Tajwid also prevents the listener from confusing between similar letters. 


Se a = 
e 3 vs. b VS. 3 
e ie) VS. ss 


13 
” There are many resources tolearn and review Tajwid. We recommend the excellent online lectures of Tajwid on “www.youtube.com” by Sheikh 
Yasir Qadhi or Ustadh Wisam Sharieff. 
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‘6 
a | ° 
C. Vowels and Diacritical marks in Arabic: A Quick Review 


1. There are three vowels (lS >) in Arabic: Dammah, Fathah, and Kasrah. 


3 


e Dammah ——) 
e Fathah (———————) 
e Kasrah (———————— ) 


2. TheSukun( ° ) isa symbol that represents a necessary stop on a letter. 


e Arabic cannot have two consecutive Sukun because this causes no pronunciation between 
letters. When there is the occurrence of consecutive Sukun during sentence construction, a 
Kasrah is usually added between the letters so that there is "flow" between words. Let us 


look at the example below to get clarity on this concept. 


. s) pul CS becomes written as Ol ul oJ 


3. Tanwinrefersto doubling of one of the three vowels: Ithas a Nun sound at the end. 


4. Shadda is asymbol placed abovea letter and causes a doubling of the letter. 
D. Distinction of the Alifand Hamzah: | ys. | 


1. Alif [!] is pronounced only when it starts a sentence, or if Alif is present directly after a pause 


within a sentence. Hamzah [¢], on the other hand, is always pronounced. 


ow 


(i) a5lT ei a! si 


(ii) gas nia ales gene Le 


tN 
Q 


mn “Oh you who believe, Enter into Islam completely” (2: 208). 


20 


Introduction to Arabic Grammar: [1JS\| 


In the above examples the Alif is pronounced where it is silent in (i) where it is silent in (ii). The 


Hamzah in (ii) is pronounced even though it comes in the middle of the sentence. Please note 
that in (ii), if there is a spoken pause after |! yl pall wi QJ], the Alif in [! peo will have be 
pronounced. In this case, there is a Dammah on the Alif. 


If Alif is at the beginning, a Hamzah al-Wasl (‘] is added so that it can be pronounced. This 


essentially is an Alif with a vowel, most cases being the Fathah. In the example below, the first 


Alif takes a Fathah as is the typical case of sentences that begin with [J!]. As for the second Alif, 


it remains silent since there is already a preceding vowel before it (Kasrah). 


a 


- 4hoepe ee Rov ¢e 
& Cpobnall 2 a dooedi » 


. The Hamzah needs to be “seated” on one of three letters. The “seat” of the Hamzah can be Alif, 


Waw, or Ya, depending on the preceding vowel. Please note that in the first example below, the 
seat of the Hamzah is an Alif if its preceding vowel is a Fathah. In the second example, the seat is 


a Waw, since its preceding vowel is a Dammah. 


er ee > 


E. Difference between Ta [—] and Ta Marbutah [¢] 


Ta Marbutah is pronounced as a [~], however if it is the last word ina sentence, or if there is a pause ending 


with this letter, it is pronounced as a [e]. A general rule that occurs in Arabic reading is that when there is a 


stop at the end of a sentence, or a pause in the middle, the last vowel is not spoken. The exception to this 
principle is that of words ending with double Fathah vowels. 


F. Tashkil 


1. 


Tashkil: Most written Arabic including Classical Islamic texts does not have Tashkil (vowels and 
diacritical markings) with exception of the Qur’an and Hadith collections. Being able to read Arabic 
without Tashkil requires a thorough knowledge of both grammar and vocabulary. 

For Qur’an reading, we generally recommend using the Naskhi Mushaf (the mint green Saudi 
Mushaf) instead of the Farsi Mushaf to learn Arabic since it emphasizes the Hamzah, and it also 
excludes extra Tashkil. Please note both are authentic Mushafs. Furthermore, most written Arabic 


in Islamic texts today follows this Naskhi Mushaf style. 
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Il. The Arabic Word [%1S)\] 
A. The Arabic Word [iS 


1. Words in Arabic are usually associated with a “Root Verb” composed of three “root” letters. 


2. Its meaning is usually related directly or indirectly to the root word. 


3. Vast majority of Arabic nouns are based on one three-letter root verb. 


le from the verb Als 


a, from the verb ae 


The Arabic Word can be one of three types. 


i. 


iii. 


Fil [93] (verb) 
Ism_ [e~!] (noun) 


Harf [>] (particle) 


B._Ism - The Arabic Noun [,-\' 


ii. 


iii. 


iv. 


The Arabic noun includes the following categories of words: 
© noun 
° pronoun 
° adjective 


© verbal noun (verb not confined to a specific time period (past, present, or future) 
Only Ism carry Tanwin [ ca id / 5] 
Only Ism carry Ta Marbutah [| 
Only Ism has "Al" [!] 


Most words beginning with the letter [s] are Ism. 


When we mention the Name “Allah” linguistically, we avoid saying “the word Allah” or “the 
name Allah” in order to give proper respect to Allah,,, and to prevent using His name ina 


casual way. Instead, we say [ace ‘a, the Grand Word. 
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Ism can have several different plural patterns, and thus are more challenging to learn than 


English plurals. It is essential to memorize the plural ofa word along with its single form. 


C. F'il - The Arabic Verb [+4 


i. 


iii. 


vi. 


It is a verb, specifically an action confined to a specific time period (past, present, or 


future). 

e eg. Hekilled # heis killing, He went# heis going 
never has a Ta Marbutah [| 
does not have Tanwin [ O/ és ff] 
does not carry the particle “Al” [.\] 


Numerous nouns and verb-like entities can be derived from verbs 


Verbs are conjugated in the past tense, the future/present tense, or the command tense. 


D._Harf - The Arabic Particle ["'\ 


i. 


ii. 


iii. 


Particles include the following categories of words: 
e Prepositions 
e Words indicating Emphasis 
e Conjunctions 
e Particles of Negation 
e Conditional Particles 
e Particles of Interrogation 
e Connectors 
A particle joins the word directly following it to result in a useful meaning (in speech). 
Any respective particle can be associated with either a verb or a noun. 
A particle comes before the word that it links to. It can be composed of one, two, or three 


letters. Some examples are shown below. 


d! od : J for/with gt upon/ on 


toward 
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iv. Most particles cause a change in inflection or case of the word that it is associated with. 
These types of particles are focused upon here is this First Volume. Some act on nouns 


while others act on verbs. 


v. | There are several particles in Arabic that have diverse grammatical functions. In this 
volume, we will focus on particles that cause a change in I'rab, versus particles that do not 


[le et 5]. 


Ill, The Four Characteristics of Arabic Nouns [:\+\ 


1. An Ism can be typically described as an Arabic noun. In this text, the term “noun” will be 
synonymous with “Ism”. 
2. Itcan bea person, place, object, adjective, verbal noun, or action (e.g. murder, anger). 


3. Every Arabic Noun has four characteristics 


i. T'rab[U' Sy - Case or inflection (grammatically knownas nominative, accusative, or 
genitive). 
a) [a2] Raf‘ (nominative) 


° ¢ 


b) [2] Nasb (accusative) 


c) ] Jarr (genitive) 


ii. [call] Number/ plurality (single, dual, or plural) 


iii. [eel] Gender (masculine or feminine) 


iv. [en \| Definiteness (indefinite or definite) 
e Onlynouns carry these four characteristics: Verbs and Particles have differentrules and are 
discussed later. 


e Knowing the four characteristics of a noun allows one to determine the "state" or inflection of 
the word ina ayah of the Qur'an, or ina typical Arabic sentence. This is known as I'rab. 


IV. T'rab [1 $1] 

The I'rab of a noun points to the specific grammatical role that it has in a sentence. For example, ina 
verbal sentence, the word that takes the I‘rab of Raf* is identified as the Subject, while a word in the Nasb 
case is identified as the direct object of the verb. A word with the I'rab of Jarr is either associated with a 
preposition or functions in a role of possession. To determine the I'‘rab of a noun, we need to examine the 


inflection on its last letter. In order to do this, we first need to determine the other three qualities of the 


24 


Introduction to Arabic Grammar: [1JS\| 


respective word, such as its gender, plurality, and definiteness. We then examine the noun’s ending vowel, 
and then subsequently determine its I‘rab. Please note that verbs can also have I'rab, but this in discussed 
later on the section on verbs. A better understanding of I'rab and inflection of Arabic words will be 


achieved by looking at the following examples and principles presented in this Lesson. 
1. The Three Types of I‘rab (for Nouns) 


i. a) Raf‘ (Nominative) 
e Subject in a Verbal Sentence. 
e Subject and Predicatein a Nominal sentence. 
e InArabic, there are up to eight conditions in whicha noun can take the Raf* 
case. Some of these conditions are examined in this first Volume, while 


others are discussed in Volume 2. 


ii. was Nasb (Accusative) 
e Objectin a Verbal Sentence. 
e Objects of certain particles [\3\ =! % ol]. 
e Adverbs denoting detail in a sentence [J pal. 


e InArabic, please note that there are up to twelve conditions where a noun 
can take the Nasb case. Some of these conditions are examined in this first 
Volume, while others are discussed in Volume 2. 


iii. > Jarr (Genitive) 


=" Can denote possession, typically the word after “of” [aL]. 


2 


= Objects ofpreposition [4) 25 >] 


= InArabic, there are only two conditions in whicha noun can take Jarr, which 
have been listed above. 


2. Determining I‘rab of Nouns 
Determining the I‘rab of nouns is done by examining the vowel ending on the last letter. The 
Dammah vowel typically denotes the case of Raf’. The Fathah vowel denotes the Nasb case whereas the 
Kasrah vowel denotes the Jarr case. Please note that nouns that are indefinite typically carry Tanwin, 
whereas nouns that are definite do not carry Tanwin. Even though identifying the last vowel usually 
allows one to successfully determine the I'rab, this is not often the case. There are several exceptions, 
particularly if the noun is not singular. At this point we are only beginning to analyze the Arabic noun 


and the concept of I'‘rab. 
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& we 


1. Dammah [:.? ©2] at the end ofa noun denotes Raf. 


- = 


2. Fathah [:.! “2 ] at the end ona noun typically denotes Nasb. 
e (Exceptions are the partially flexible nouns like [4] and [-,!]. 


3. Kasrah_ [.) ©] at the end ofa noun denotes Jarr. 


e Exceptions are rare such as words like [_ 24] and [2] are both of which 
Raf* here. 
3. Identifying Singularity, Plurality and Duality of Nouns 
Arabic nouns can come in the singular, dual, or plural tense. The specific number that is 
reflected by any word depends on its morphology, and/or its ending. Unlike English, Arabic 


words are also found in the dual form. Furthermore, they have multiple plural patterns. 


i. Dual Nouns and their Structure [ oe / oy 
A dual noun can be readily identified by looking at its ending. It typically carries one of two 
endings, [01] or Lee Any noun in the single form can be converted to the dual form by simply 


adding one of the two ends above to the end of the word. The specific dual ending is based on 


its I'rab. The ending [ol denotes Raf’, while the Le ] ending denotes Jarr or Nasb. 


a) [DN] Raf 
b) [ce ] Nasb or Jarr 


I‘'rab of Singular and Dual Nouns 


Singular (Raf*) ae tm Dual (Raf‘) | Dual (Nasb/Jarr) 
eee SS ee 


Cor = 
Se 
tt o 8 on ,o 8 
abe Muslim Dheline Crews 
i or oor 
Ce eye Y a 





- For indefinite nouns which have a double Fathah ending (Fathah with Tanwin), an extra Alifis placed at the ending letter. The exception is the Ta 
Marbitah. For example, for the word [+] in Nasb is [Ln] and not [7]. This Alif denotes a Fathah Tanwin if Tashkil is not present. It also 


indicates that the Alifbe pronounced ifastop is made at that letter, as opposed to no pronunciation of the last vowel ifit is a Dammah or Kasrah 
Tanwin. 
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e Last Hadith of Sahih al-Bukhari’’ : “Two words beloved words to Ar-Rahman, that are 
light on the tongue, heavy on the scales, [pal dhl Oloxee oem 3 a ob”. 
Neel c olla pu ie Olas aes J Sims OI] 
In looking at this a the highlighted words are all dual, but we also see that some words with 
the [Ol] ending are not plural. For example, the following words [Obes», Ol, Obed, Ol je] are 


all single. This shows that several words in Arabic exist with an [ol ending that are not dual, but 


these are exceptions. 


ii, Sound Masculine Plural [S\-\ ah all 


The “Sound Masculine Plural” is the plural pattern found on nouns that act as “Doers” 
[Jew ~]. Nouns that depict a person or persons doing a particular action take this pattern. 


Similar to the dual inflection on nouns, there are two possible endings. The [04] ending is 


placed on sound masculine plural that take Raf‘, while the ea ending is placed on plurals taking 


either Nasb or Jarr. 


I'rab of Sound Masculine Plural 
‘ Singular Singular Plural 
EE a 


z helper et 


iii. Sound Feminine Plural [tt Ca oor] 





This plural pattern only applies to words that have the feminine Ta Marbitah letter [8]. 
Most nouns that end with this letter take this Sound Feminine Plural even if they are 


nonhuman objects. The [—!] ending replaces the Ta Marbitah. The ending in Raf" is (cl, 


while the ending in Nasb/Jarr is [—']. 


= Sahih al-Bukhari, Chapter on Tawhid: 1-31 oS, Hadith #7124. 
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I'rab of Sound Feminine Plurals 


Singular Singular Plural Plural 
Saar a eben 


Blea Muslimah a 





iv. Broken Plurals [pS3' oor] 


Broken Plurals are by far the most common plural pattern type for nouns. There are 
several different patterns possible. As we go forward in later Lessons, we will discuss these 
patterns in greater detail. Also for ease and clarity, we will assume that any specific noun 
takes only one respective broken plural pattern’. Unlike dual nouns and Sound Plurals, the 
I'rab of broken plurals is determined simply by looking at the vowel endings (just as in 


single nouns). 


I'rab of Broken Plurals 


Singular'8 Singular Singular ’ eee 
Raf* Nasb Plural a, Plural aa 


2 





17 : . : . : : ‘ 
Most nouns in Arabic take a broken plural, which consists of one of several different morphological patterns that are discussed later. Some 


nouns take more than one type of broken plural pattern. For example the word >. can take two plural patterns, ) and jbu. Inthe Qur’an we 
only find the pattern jb mentioned. Thus this is the most prominent pattern for this word, and should be memorized and focused upon and not 


the other for ease and clarity. . 
18 The meaning of the following words is the following: [~3] is pen, [U4] is heart, and [J;~%] is messenger. 
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Lesson 2: I‘rab and Flexibility 
Review of the Arabic Word (<\] 


I. The Three Categories of Arabic Words Poel 


Z 
o é 


1. Noun [el / claui] 
e [~!] can be a noun, pronoun, adjective, adverb, or infinitive verb (verbal noun). In 


this text, the term noun will be synonymous with Ism. 


we we og 
2. Verb (bet / Sbal] 
e It is defined as action connected to a specific time period (past, present, or future); It 
does not carry Ta Marbitah or Tanwin”. 


3. Particle (2 > / 35>] 
e A Particle needs to join to a corresponding word to yield a meaning, It always comes 


before the word that it links to. It often composed of less than three letters. 


I. The Noun (-~¥i, and Its Four Characteristics 
1. Gender [_+'] 

Every noun has a gender, masculine or feminine. The gender of the noun will require other 
words referting to it (pronouns, pointing nouns, adjectives, and verbs) to change in terms of 
morphology. For example, when an adjective describes “a girl’, it needs to be modified to a 
feminine morphology. The same holds true for a pronoun or a Pointing noun (that, this, etc.) 
that describes the noun 

All Arabic nouns ate assumed to be masculine unless proved otherwise. Specifically, if it is a 
feminine noun, it should contain a sign within its structure that points to its femininity. Please 
note that words that are inherently feminine (mother, daughter, female name, etc.) do not need 


such a sign in its word structure. 


19 2 a Car my te awe FFF . : . 

In rare cases, verbs can have Tanwin. In the Qur’an (96:15) ¢ t2Wl Lid «% J .JUS » , the underlined word is averb with an apparent 
Tanwin. This situation however has more to do with morphology than grammar. The suffixed emphatic particle is known as the Nun of emphasis 
(45 3 os), and is indicated by Tanwin. 
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Common Feminine Signs on Nouns 
@ ending with: Ta Marbitah [8] as in [21S] 


@ ending with [cs] as in [> ] 

@ ending with Alif Hamzah [s!] as in fella] 
@ body parts in pairs: lone / = J / Vi 

@ names of countries or lands: [? ry / pear 


@ special feminine nouns : these feminine nouns below do not possess a feminine sign in 
their word structure. 





ae erate ey es i ia - aii 
soul 


@ Other Exceptions: Masculine names witha feminine sign, or “masculine” broken 
plurals. Lol tolb/J-)] 
2. Number/Plurality [242] 
i. Singular 
ii Dual- add [o!] or [cx] to its end. 


a) [ol] : Raf 


b) [cx]: Nasb or Jarr 
iii. Plural (more than 2) 


a. Broken plural | LenS aoe - most common plural 
The most common types of broken ane are listed here. Please note that Broken plurals 
in Arabic are considered feminine single. This is the case grammatically even if the 
respective noun is masculine. If the noun isa “male person”, then there are two possibilities, 


Translated as “sky” or “heaven”. 
zl Translated from left to right as “ eye, foot, and hand”. 
~ Translated from left to right as “Rome and Egypt”. 
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male or female grammatically. This point is being mentioned here since these two variations 
are found in the Qur’an. 


Broken Plural Single Noun Plural Noun 
Pattern” 


- 3? Boioe oa a3 
J 58 uz? lesson urd)? 
Bo) 3 Bo] Bb Bo) 

4 . Booo-F 3 A 





b. Sound Feminine Plural [JtJ! £59\) aoe] ending with Ta Marbiitah ff). 
e ey] replaces [6] in Raf I'rab. 


e [<'] replaces [§] in Jarr or Nasb I'rab. 


Sor 


c. Sound Masculine Plural [et ry att lec 


e [05] is added to the end of the single noun in Raf ['rab. 


e [cx] is added to the end ofthe single noun in Jarr or Nasb I'rab. 


2 


e These plurals are found on “Doers” or persons involved in doing a 
certain action, or task. 


3. Definiteness [553\/3 aly 


i. Definiteness [% J\] 
A definite or proper noun is a noun that is specific, defined, and more than ordinary. It 


may also encompass any noun that is specified by a relationship (e.g. my pen, his mother, 


etc.). Any noun that begins with the particle [J!] is definite since this particle denotes “the” 


on that particular noun. Any noun that is named also by default becomes definite. In this 


case, an [J!] does not need to be added. Please also note that most definite nouns do not 


23 : , ; 
” The letters [4+] represent a stem in Arabic grammar that denote various patterns of words, whether nouns or verbs. These letters are used to 


teach morphological derivations and conjugation patterns of several different classes of words in Arabic. We will revisit this [|=] stem frequently in 


this Volume and later as well <b) «Li ol. 
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carry Tanwin since nouns with (Jy cannot carry Tanwin, and also the fact that many Arabic 
names are incompletely flexible. 


a) Adding J adds the particle “the” to any indefinite noun making it definite. 


Words with [J] do not take Tanwin and end ina single vowel. 


ey oF 3 ' ° ‘| 
ee OO as 
mosque the mosque 


b) Any proper name ofa person or place is definite: | el As [Lat ] 


c) Any possession relationship is definite. Examples are the following: 
my house / yourtown/ Messenger of Allah = [Se | aid | a Jo] 


ii. Indefiniteness [3,S2!\] 
Nouns that do not have eu are indefinite and take Tanwin by default™. 
Please note the followingexamples [> / 4 / ay. 


4. [rab [U1 Sui] - Case/Inflection 
The term “‘Trab reflects a specific case that every noun carries. Specifically, it is a 
characteristic that imparts the noun to have certain grammatical function(s). Every noun 
carries one of three cases. The default case of a noun is the Raf‘ state. For example only nouns 
in the “Raf” I'rab can function as the Subject in a Nominal Sentence or as the “Doer’” ina Verbal 
Sentence. Contrasting this, only a noun in the “Nasb” I'rab can function as a “object” of a verb in 


a Verbal Sentence. The specific I'rab is typically reflected on nouns by the varying vowels at 


their ends. 


(i) The Three Cases 
il, [oo] Raf- Nominative 
2: [2] Nasb- Accusative 


we 


3. [>] Jarr- Genitive 


24 ‘ e : ‘ ete TR Ppeee ed 
Please note that certain proper names take Tanwin and include the following [',-2% / ie: | ae]. 


25 
Translations of the words from left to right are the following “aman, a masjid, a pen”. 
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(ii) How to Distinguish the Three DifferentI‘rabs 
a. Ending Vowels on a Noun 


a w 
1. Dammah [:.? 2] at the end ofa noun denotes Raf. 


- = 


2. Fathah [:.! “2] at the end ona noun typically denotes Nasb. 


e (Exceptionsare the partially flexible nouns like [wl and [Pal]. 


2 


3.Kasrah [!./ *,:] at the end of anoun denotes Jarr. 
e Exceptions are rare such as words like [28] and [2b], both of whichare 


Raf‘ here. 
b. Dual Endings on all Nouns (revisited) 


e [0] for Raf 


° 
* 


e [ex] for Nasb or Jarr 


c. Endings on Sound Masculine Plurals (revisited ): 


° [o 9] for Raf 


e [cx] for Nasb or Jarr 


d. Endings on Sound Feminine Plurals 


e [1] for Raf 


e ['] for Nasb or Jarr 


33 


Essentials of Qur’anic Arabic 


Table 1: Inflection of “Noun Endings” by I‘rab 


| Kasrah | Fathah | = Dammah_ | Singular 


Analyzing Nouns from the Qur’an 


Selected Noun 
in single form 





Gender, I‘rab of 
Plurality, and selected 
Definiteness noun 


or eyed v7 on oe a Q- 
doo al Ae ors oP - Male, Dual, and | Nasb or 
“Lord of the two easts and wests” (55:17) Definite Jarr 


$30, - \ 7 ae Ba SS 30 7 7 
hoy a wo 38 ‘ ial re) vi ? Male, Plural 
“Unquestionably, it is they who are the corrupters, [corrupter] (proper), and Raf' 


Qur’anic Ayat 


but they perceive not.”(2:12) Definite 


Bai Se | PA “2 a Female, plural 
Be aN olee gael call pAb | ah [garden] (proper), a i 


indefinite 


aie of 52 7-0 ¢g og 
“And give good tidings to those who believe and do Oe es aoe i Lg Raf" 
righteous deeds that they will have gardens beneath which P a / 
. ee definite 
rivers flow...”(2:25) 





>” Please note that non-human nouns with “sound feminine plurals” can behave like broken plurals, and thus can be "feminine singular”. They can 


also be treated as “feminine plural” as well grammatically. 
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' Selected Node Gender, I'rab of 
Qur’anic Ayat (Cont) in single form Plurality, and selected 
9g Definiteness noun 
. Be)? of + 8 120 Paty Female, single, 
ads [night] indefinite 


GO yl Sly ote oe Pnall 
“And [recall] when We made an appointment with Moses exe [calf] Male, single, Nasb 
for forty nights. Then you took [for worship] the calf after : indefinite ; 
him, while you were wrongdoers.” (2:51) 


8 5 = 7 : Female, single, ree 
6305 f Ute, olbtes ogi fades sith definite as 


“Have We not made the earth a resting place?, And the ge re Female single 
mountains as pegs?” (78:6-7) J pony (broken plural), Nasb 


definite 





Il. Flexibility and I'rab 


What do we mean by flexibility? One can say flexibility is a fifth characteristic of nouns not mentioned 
earlier. Flexibility is the ability of a noun to adapt its ending appropriately (inflect) to one of the three I'rab 
states. A noun that is fully flexible perfectly adapts its endings to a particular I'rab as per the rules 
discussed earlier in this chapter. Please note that most nouns in Arabic are fully flexible. However, there 
are many nouns in Arabic that are partially flexible, and thus can only partially change their endings. Other 
nouns in Arabic are completely inflexible, and cannot change their endings at all. Despite this, every noun 
has an I'rab, even if its ending does not change appropriately. I‘rab of words that are not fully flexible are 


determined based on the context of the word in its respective sentence. 


The Concept of Flexibility and a Simile: 


All Muslims are required to pray the obligatory Salah daily, even if they have a physical impairment that 
limits their ability to do Ruku‘, Sujud, or to stand. If a Muslim has these impairments they should pray the 
Salah to the best of their ability and Insha Allah they will be complying with the rules of Salah like the 
Muslim who stands, does proper Rukt’, and Sujud etc. From this, let us say we have three Muslims. The first 
Muslim is Muhammad who is healthy and “fully flexible’. He does Salah according to full rules and proper 
motions (of doing Ruki‘ and Sujiid). Then we have a second Muslim Zaid who has a bad back. He is able to 
stand, but cannot flex properly and do proper Ruki‘ and Sujud. Unlike Muhammad, Zaid needs to use a 
chair during Salah, but his Salah is accepted and valid since he followed the rules to the utmost of his ability 
(or in this case flexibility). We then have third brother Mansur who is unfortunately crippled. Despite 
being unable to stand or bend, he performs Salah in bed using hand gestures. Even though neither Mansur 


nor Zaid could not perform the appropriate actions of Salah like Muhammad, their Salah is accepted Insha 


35 


Essentials of Qur’anic Arabic 


Allah. Altogether, the prayer of all three Muslims is accepted as they performed the actions of Salah as 
much as they were capable of despite their varying degrees of flexibility. 


Ill. The Three Degrees of Flexibility of Nouns 


Similar to the preceding simile, nouns also can have one of three degrees of flexibility. Specifically, this 
flexibility is in terms of how their endings adapt appropriately to the respective I‘rab that they are in. 
Flexibility has no effect on I'rab, and is a specific attribute of the particular noun in question. 


1. Flexible; the normal noun [x4] 


2. Inflexiblenoun [js] 


os 8% 


3. Partially flexible noun [4 ree we] 


A. Flexible Nouns [~~] 


The normal noun in terms of flexibility is one whose ending fully conforms to expressing its 
respective I‘rab. 
mee owe es fees | 96 | A | 25] 
B. Inflexible Nouns [.3] 
1. The noun does not change at all, but it is still in one of the three states depending on its 
context in the sentence. For example if the noun is an owner or possessor, then it is Jarr. 


Please note that the term [,s] is also used for verbs that do not inflect an I'rab. 


2. These Inflexible Nouns include Pronouns [2 8/sA], Pointing nouns [es /\.is}, 


Relative Pronouns [asaid 1, and names such as [Lent] or lie y]. 
Non-Flexible Isms in Various I‘'rab 


0% ec ee os Pig ae Bg sen FC eee 
Gone eel) oe SE Sp GUIS ne WN GIS |g eet WEY» 


And when Musa said to his And when Allah talked to Musa And when We revealed to 
people...(2:54) directly (4:163) Musa...(7:117) 
(Misa is the Subject) (Misa is the direct object) (Harf causes Misa to be Jarr) 


Gas sil SG INET | owe Ly Rie I> 


..and you are a garment to them ..worship your Lord the One Who | To you is your religion, and to me 
(2:187). created you...(2:21). in my religion (109:6). 
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C. Partially Flexible Nouns [+ 2% ‘5] 


These nouns follow all the rules of fully flexible nouns except the following: 


1. They do not take Kasrah. 





2. They do not take Tanwin (no double vowel). 





3. They do not take [J!] nor are they Mudaf” . 


Different Tvpes of Nouns that are Partially Flexible 





1. Non-ArabicNames: e.g. [0 s¢'3] and [ot 7! ] 





2. Feminine names in Arabic that haveno masculine counterpart. 


a or 


© e.g. ib] and [evte] 
3. Names of places (these are grammatically feminine) 
© e.g. FS yl |[pae! IS] 
4. Certain three-letter Arab names 
e e.g. [5] 
5. Comparative and superlative adjectives and colors. 
e e.g.” [5e0l] and [51] 
6. Attributes occurring in the pattern of [Odes] 
e e.g” [OAS] and [Coleab 
7. Broken Plural Patterns onpatterns [J+] and [sled], 


Please note when these two broken plural patterns are only partially flexible when 


they do not contain [J!]*. When they have [J!], they are flexible. Do not 


memorize this right now. Itis being mentioned here for completeness. 


= See Lesson 5 on the section on Possession Constructions. 
* Translation from left to right is “black” and “greater”. 
29 Translation from left to right is “lazy” and “angry”. 
An example to illustrate this conceptis in the following using the plural of [+=] and [Jt]: 
e [tel 3 *oul] versus [torical 3 | “Good is in mosques.’ vs. “Good is in the mosques.” 


e [etolé dy 531] versus [etaleh ay yess) “Go to scholars.’ vs. “Go to the scholars.” 
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e Examples ofbroken plurals on patterns [js] and [sped]. 





maida 


In these two examples, both 4» and stele take a Fathah instead of Kasrah because they are incompletely flexible. This is in contrast to when they 


carry the particle [J]. 
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Lesson 3: The Pronouns [ ;—2!] and the Pointing Nouns (52) -t=f 


I. Pronouns [yo / jl) 


Arabic pronouns are of two types, attached or detached. Please note that pronouns that detached are 
Raf”. Attached pronouns on the other hand, cannot take Raf" , but instead take either Jarr or Nasb. All 


pronouns are completely Inflexible [o~]. Please note that sometimes, the attached pronouns can modify 


one of its vowels for the purpose of better phonation or sound as per Arabic. As we saw in the previous 


chapter, minor changes in the structure of a word due to phonation [,eJ!] does not impact I'rab. 


Pronouns are inherently tied to the gender and the plurality of the noun it refers to. 


A. The Detached Pronouns (i220) §.%2)\ 


Table 2: Detached Pronouns [2% i>] 


Ao f 


ne 
a 
oP 
° 398 
a gf 
a 
So ¢ 

oe oe 


1. Detached Pronoun Structure 





i. All third person pronouns begin with [¢]. 
ii. All second person pronouns begin with (ehh. 
iii. All dual pronouns end with [4]. 


iv. All Masculine second/third person plural end with [@]. 


v. All Feminine second/third person plural end with [0]. 


sa Exception to this is the particle [ul] , which is always Nasb. Please see the following page for a discussion on [ul]. 
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vi. It is easiest to remember these phonetically from the far right [3 laa re 


Z. Detached Pronouns in Nasb: uly 


The particle [uy] allows for a detached pronoun to function as a direct object for verbs. 


[ut] is the only detached pronoun in the Nasb state, functioning as a direct object, and 


preceding a verb for meaning of exclusivity”. Ina normal verbal sentence pattern, the 
direct object follows the verb. 


“To You alone we worship and to 5 You alone we ask for help.” (1:5) 


“Oh Childret of ee remember My favor which I have etowe! dso you and fulfill - 
covenant that I will fulfill your covenant [from Me], and be afraid of only Me.” (2:40) 


B, The Attached Pronouns [aL220/\ “3U.22)\] 


Attached pronouns attach to the ends of nouns, verbs, and certain particles. An attached 


pronoun joins a noun with no [dt] at its end, and becomes a Possession construction or [alo]. 


The pronoun takes the case of Jarr while being inflexible [Le]. The same pronouns that attach to 


nouns also attach to verbs with the exception of the first person pronoun (see footnote #34). 
When a pronoun attached to a verb at its end, the pronoun becomes a “direct object” of that verb. 
In this case the pronoun always takes the Nasb I'rab. With respect to particles, they are more 


specifically found attached to the ends of Harf Jarr and Nasb particles. 


32 wel, ihe 
This is related to the advanced grammar principle called eli 3 «4, In this case by placing the direct object before the verb causes exclusivity 


and places emphasis on the word that has an abnormal sentence structure in terms of sequence. 
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Table 3: Attached Pronouns [12% 5.2] 
eet [Sie 


4 . 
pk 3rd person masculine 
4 . . 
3rd person feminine 


at 2nd person feminine 


1. Attached Pronoun Structure 


i. 
ii. 
iv. 
V. 


vi. 


all 3rd person pronouns ending with [§] 

all dual pronouns ending with [4] 

all masculine 2nd/ 3rd person plural ending with Al 
all feminine 2nd and 3rd person pl. end with [2] 


2nd person masculine and feminine beginning with pay 


1st person single beginning with [(¢] or [ve] 


2 


33 : ; ae 
: [a] is only attached to verbs, and is called #65) 0 ¥. 
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Table 4: Conjugation of Attached Nouns in Three I‘rabs* [VtS] 


x Z 4 Z q a 3 3 Bt 





Examples of Pronouns from the Qur’an 
Translation of Type of I'rab of 
UU SL ea yel Selected Pronoun pronoun 


Se, "y [pout Loed] attached to 
noun 





Jarr 
P 8 t02 8 
9 Nghe! Col ; Attached to 
Nasb 
verb ‘ 
“Oh mankind, worship your Lord, who created you and those ares . Nasb 
before you, that you may become righteous” (2:21) [so that you] eee NGS 


Attached to 
f 
Sti [be ote you] Hart Jatt Jarr 


ae anes «Gd Sag SZ over v Be A452 Roe OY 
las’, gis Ss Lion Creat 5) on eo! u =a cal [you] Detached 


pronoun oe 


Attached to 
noun 


’ Cen evi lee be | ar 
borollayl oe USS 0 onc gia | BY, OSs oh a 
“And We said, "Oh Adam, dwell, you and your wife, in Paradise [your wife] 
and eat therefrom in [ease and] abundance from wherever you will. = 


But do not approach this tree, lest you be among the wrongdoers" y gus [from it] Attached to Jarr 
(2:35) Harf Jarr 





‘ Please note that the conjugated structure of [tS] with an attached pronoun (or for that matter any noun) can be altered due to Phonetics 
[2 -2il]. For example [4:\s] is changed to [4S] because it is awkward in pronouncing [5] directly after a Kasrah. Similarly, there is only one possible 


pattern in [.,S] due to the [.s]. These changes in vowel do not cause any change in the meaning of the word or its I'rab. It is simply an issue of 
phonetics and morphology. More variances like this will be seen in later lessons. 
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o 8 Pa 

II. Pointing Nouns [tol soul] 
These are nouns, and thus have all their four characteristics that are gender, number, definiteness, and 
I'rab. Pointing nouns like the pronouns are always definite and are inflexible. However, they can take all 


three I'rab depending on their context in the respective sentence. Masculine Pointing nouns usually have 


the letter [2] as the first letter while the feminine nouns usually start with the letter Ta. There are two 


types of Pointing nouns, “near” [C4 ,4)\] and “far’ [42J!]. The “far” Pointing noun would be used to refer to 


something far literally or figuratively while the “near” noun would be used for something closer, or near. 


A. Pointing Nouns - [5,430 suf] 
e “This/These” - denotes nearness 


Table 5: Pointing Nouns - Near [L+ Fi SyLoUt slosal] 


Fe 


ops | olds 
These (two) 


3“ person masculine 


d me 
3™ person feminine 





fue (two) 
é ae od lyeasel Ones olds ® 


“These two antagonists dispute with each other about their Lord..” (22:19). 


e “That/Those” - denotes being far away 


Table 6 : Pointing Nouns: Far ile ea seco 


oe ee se 


Cray ‘i Celgs | GIs 
Those (all) Those (two) 
ou OLS | bt 
Those (all) Those (two) 


d 
3™ person masculine 


cua person feminine 





e Instead of [ewsy, you can also use [5] or [USS5] which have similar meaning 
and, are singular. 
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i. eng. & 9S) al ASUS 


“That is Allah, your Lord...”(10:3). 


7 


iG Ogi DST Veet CT ee SY > 


“Those are the ones who have sold guidance for error ....” (2:16). 


B. Additional Pointing Nouns 


“AAA 


3 a) 

= | 
Zz 3 
Sls there 


ok Oly Gas cit, Pet yy 


“And when you look thete [in Paradise], you will see pleasure and great dominion.” (76:20) 
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Lesson 4: Particles [U5 Al and Broken Plurals [ eS aor] 


x ed - AS 
Particles (2)>/ 5 >] 
Particles are the third category of words in Arabic. Within this category, there is a large subcategory of 
particle types that function in a specific way in the Arabic language. In this book, we will focus upon the 


most common and high-yield particles. In particular we will discuss the particles that cause a change in 


I'rab whichare respectively [.2d! 2 5 >] a 25>], and [jad  5'>]. Other particles that do not affect 
I‘rab [Abele ye ey a will be covered very briefly in this volume. 


As a review, particles are words that require an associated to another word to have meaning in speech. 
They attach to the end of a specific word, whether a noun or verb. Some particles can impart a new 


meaning to a noun or verb while others do not. 


I. Particles of Jarr [x 97] 


These particles are prepositions and cause nouns that immediately follow them to be in the Jarr [+] 


state. They require another word to have a useful meaning. Please note that the Jarr state is specific only to 
nouns, therefore Harf Jarr do not act on verbs.” See Table 7 on the following page for a listing of common 
Harf Jarr. When a Jarr particle acts on a noun causing the noun to take the Jarr I'rab, it becomes a unit 


called “Jarr Construction”. This unit has some important grammar functions in sentences, which we will 


later see. 


A. Examples ofJarr Particles 


The Harf Jarr (shaded) above causes the word after it to be Jarr. In some cases, the Harf Jarr is 
attached directly to the noun. 


3 3B yee ~ oe oten Ye be 4A, 4G6 he ev 
1. dosie fur Ley VN pgdleg We Lal J git ce ll Coy p 
“And from the people are some who say, "We believe in Allah and the Last Day," but they are not 
believers.” (2:8) 
aed os o £0 a 2 : ao ce on 2 &L rad a3 o 
2. 6...4dde 2iUT 3 fel ol SU GL JE 31 


“And (remember) when your Lord said to the angels: "Verily, I am going to place a representative on 
earth.” (2:30) 


As we will later see, HarfJarr are associated with intransitive verbs. Furthermore, these Harfs can impact verb meaning. For example, the verb 
[o>] means “to come”. However [~ sls] means “to bring”. The verb [,! tb] means “to repent” while [.1¢ —] means “to accept the repentance”. 
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B. Harf Jarr [| 3554 


Table 7: Harf Jarr [asl 25>] 





C. 





in 


er 
J 


to/towatds 


oe 


upon/on 


HarfJarr Attached to Pronouns (Variant Conjugations 





In the examples below, we see that when pronouns attach to Harf Jarr, they often modify 
one of their vowels. This was similar in certain cases when Nouns attached to pronouns as we 


saw for the various conjugations of [~tS]. Please refer to footnote #35 for a more detailed 


discussion. 


art 
| Pronoun — are Particle | J 
Constr EHO 
3 
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D. Harf Jarr-like Nouns and | 5b] 


Sometimes nouns can act as Jarr particles. Please note these nouns are characteristically found attached 
to another noun in a “Possession Constructions” and not alone. In this way, they act like Harf Jarr and cause 


the word after it to be in the Jarr state. An evidence for these words being nouns is that their ends get 
affected by a Harf Jarr. Most of these nouns below belong to a category of words knownas [~ 95). These 
words are exclusively found in the Nasb case and point to the relative place fous Ob] or the relative time 


36 


[ouss ob) that a certain action occurs in.” These nouns are being listed here for completion. 


ie Examples of HarfJarr-like Nouns 


besides/other than 





. These nouns can however take the Jarr case if acted upon by a HarfJarr. Please see examples (i) and (ii) on the next page. 
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2. Nouns of Place and Time 


Table 8: Nouns of Place [0\Xii 3b] and Nouns of Time [ot Ub] 


°. 
oe Are forces 
with | 6 oe early morning 





“Then We revived you after your death that perhaps you would be grateful.” (2:56) 


tO ye oh LY Ei wo dhe by 
“These are the limits of Allah, and whoever obeys Allah and His Messenger will be admitted 
by Him to gardens under which rivers flow”’. (4:13) 


iN gaaal ST Co as Gael sty Ys AT IS oy Gal Ls Se GLAU 3 


SB o+ 
“Not equal among you are those who spent before the conquest [of Makkah] and 
fought [and those who did so after it]”*” (57:10) 


37 = F 2 i= 5 BE. on of rare 

In the above ayah, we see an occurrence that is found frequently in the Qur’an: the presence of aDammah on [34], [2] and [.(3]. This is 
related to what follows the Noun of Place/Time and ifit is connected to it (ie. Possession construction). Ifthe noun is not connected and does not 
link with the word after, it carries a single Dammah as in [44] above. Here wesee that [3] has Kasrah because it forms a Possession construction 
with [cl]. On the other hand [4] does not forma link with [!,4U 5] thus resultingin a Dammah. This phenomenon occurs several times in the 


Qur’an. 
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E. Particles for Oaths: [pol aye] 


There are only three particles that can be used in making an oath in Arabic. These include the 
following: Waw, Ta, and in some cases Ba. The Waw is the most common particle for making 
an oath and is differentiated by other types of Waw by the sign of Jarr on words it is associated 
with. 


} aes als ® “By the sun and its brightness” 


& Las \3} pals & “And by the moon when it follows it” 


& al 13! jes » “And by the day when it displays it” (91:1-3) 


Il. Particles of Nasb [-<2)! 25>] 


A. Particles on Nasb on Nouns [(¢1 +1 4 01] 
These Harf cause words to go into the Nasb state and act only. Particles of Nasb that act on nouns 
are called [iil Fal 4 O!] or “Inna and its Sisters” in grammar terminology. These particles act on 


nouns causing Nasb on a Nominal sentence. The most common particle is [¢!], which is seen 


> 


2 


through the Qur’an and Hadith and imparts emphasis on the corresponding noun. It is easier to 
memorize these six particles phonetically from right to left [bs oN cd olf of Ol]. 


B. Inna and its Sisters 


Zz 
a 


Table 9: Inna and its Sisters [\¢\ +i 5 of] 


Surely, Verily (used in the beginning) 
Surely, Verily (used in the middle) 


As though (used to draw a parallel) 


If only, (used to wish for what could have been) 


But, on the contrary, actually 


Perhaps, maybe, so as to 
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C. naar from the Qur’an and Hadith 


[ets Su s8 Sy BES pS Saye J! Shy y a ol] 


“Indeed, Allah does not like to look at your forms or your wealth, but He looks at 


89> 


your hearts and is actions.” 
2. [ BN BB AIS LS A Ob a J ellis 2 abs of... 


.. That you worship Him as if you see Him, And if you cannot see Him, then 


955 


Indeed He sees you..” 


wo Ye 4 gS 3 
ie ae SU sf il De Gs. alaall Sle OSH 
— is prescribed for you as it was prescribed for those before you, that you may gain 
Taqwah (2:183).” 


D. Particles of Nasb for Verbs (23! 4; >] 


These particles only work on present tense [¢ jhe] verbs”. These are discussed in further detail 


in Lesson 10. They cause the Dammah at the end of single present tense verbs to become Fathah 


(like nouns). They cause the Nun at the end of a dual or plural verb to be cut off." The most 
common Particles of Nasb for verbs are listed below. It is easier to memorize these Particles in the 


following rhyming order from right to left ea IF] ey ol oy ol]. The most common Harf 


Nasb are [oy and (ed). 
E. HarfNasb for Verbs 


Table 10: Harf Nasb for Verbs 


° i \3) 


will never ntil 
(future) es 
‘ / so that ou for that 
el SS 





38 Sahih Muslim, Chapter The Book of Virtue, Good Manners and Joining of the Ties of Relationship: WSUly alll “i OLS , Hadith # 2564. 


o Sahih al-Bukhari, Chapter on Iman: ote wlS Hadith #50. 


40 : i : e : 
The one exception to this is the particle [_] which also acts as a HarfJarr on nouns. 


The exception is the Nun of femininity present in feminine plural present tense verb conjugation(s), which cannot be truncated. 
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F. Se from the Qur’an 
1 6 ee ll 3 esr U5 allel ee A lb 


“Never will their wealth or their children avail them against Allah at all..” (58:17) 


oa 
” 


a a8 


58 1 pas of as TA a Gy aryl) co gh SB 35 
‘ ° - Aig 
éCnbalensl ce ek | 
“And remember when Misa said to his people, "Indeed, Allah commands you to slaughter a 
cow." They said, "Do you take us in ridicule?" He said, "I seek refuge in Allah from being among 
the ignorant.” (2:67) 


Ill. Particles of Jazm [') 45'>] 


The Jazm case is specific to verbs, and characterized by a Sukun on the end of Jazm verbs. Present tense 


verbs can also go in Raf‘ and Nasb states but they_never go into the Jarr state; instead they go into the Jazm 





state. There are several particles that cause Jazm and these outnumber the other Jarr and Nasb Particles. 


Please note that Harf Jazm are discussed in further detail in Lesson 10, a chapter dedicated to verbs. 


A. Common HarfJazm 


should 
(encouraging /admonishing) 
negation (forbidding) 


did not (past tense) 
If (condition) 





B. Examples from the Qur’an 


1. ees tH WSs tye ANG SS ye Ub cls 3s AREY 
..and do not obey one whose heart We have made heedless of Our remembrance and who 
follows his desire and whose affair is ever [in] neglect’’. (18:28) 


aes oot a? eee ae ; 0%, 80% Oy 0 |, 

2. AEN VAS SSS Sg Wy oly ae 
“He who has not begotten, nor has been begotten, Nor has there been to Him any equivalent.” 
(112:2-3). 
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IV. Broken Plural Patterns [ <3) oor] 


We briefly discussed broken plurals in Lesson 1. We are discussing this more detail here since the 
student needs to be familiar with broken plurals and their intricacies. Please note that the majority of 
nouns take broken plurals. Typically, there is not set rule for the broken plural pattern that any specific 
noun takes. Some patterns are more common than others. These plural patterns should be memorized 
alongside with the noun that is being learned. The actual broken plural pattern for a noun can be 
determined by using an Arabic dictionary like Hans Wehr”, unless you have memorized it already. There 
are more patterns than the ones listed in this lesson, but these are the most common. Remember the I'rab 
for broken plural is feminine singular, even when the singular noun is male. This is essential to remember 
since Arabic grammar places much emphasis on gender distinction. It is also important to remember the 
structures of male and female proper plurals as was discussed in the first lesson. 

The most common plural patterns for three-letter words are patterns #1 through #4 shown in the 
table below. The most common patterns for four-letter words are plural patterns #7 through #9, shown 
on the next page. Please note that Plural patterns #7 through #11 are partially flexible and do not take 
Tanwin when they are indefinite. Addition plural patterns listed are #12 - 14 which are not very common. 


Memorizing the most common plural patterns on the [_}+] stem allows the student to readily identify 


plurals even if one does not know the word itself (in terms of meaning). Identifying and analyzing words 


from Ayat of the Qur’an is the first step in reading comprehension. 


Table 11: Broken Plural Patterns 


Broken Broken Plural Pattern Singular Noun Example 
Plural j ae 
Pattern # eelineem P| 


1 





42 : . pase cat : 
See Lesson #10 on the section on using Arabic Dictionaries. 
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Table 11 : Broken Plural Patterns (Contd.) 


Broken Broken Plural 
Plural Pattern a 
Pattern # [>_ 44] 


os) 3 Br SS 
. oO. 


a * 


Singular Noun Example 


partner 
road 
dictionary 


key 


humble / 
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Lesson 5: Word Constructions [Ls shy 


I. Introduction to Word Constructions 
Understanding Word Constructions are required in order to properly analyze and translate sentences. 


Here, we will analyze the different types of Word Constructions. A construction [US | is composed of two 


or more words that join together to form one unit in a particular sentence. These include the following: 
Describing Constructions, Pointing Constructions, Possession Constructions, and Jarr Constructions. We 
will also see that adjacent constructions can often be merged together into a single unit. Learning the Word 
Constructions greatly facilitates the student to analyze any particular sentence. In this lesson, we have 
also included Relative Pronouns since they act like Possession Constructions in describing a definite noun. 


They are also found frequently in the Qur’an. 


II. The Describing Construction [ines 5h] 
In Arabic, the word being described [~ yey] comes first and the adjective follows (opposite in English). 


The adjective [4] used retains all four characteristics of the noun described such as gender, definiteness, 


plurality, and I‘rab. The adjective usually directly follows the described word without any word coming in- 
between. The word and its adjective(s) that follow forma “Describing Construction” know as 


ane’ CSI 
In the examples below the adjective is highlighted while the noun described is underlined. Remember 
that the which is a broken plural will have an adjective that is female singular. This is displayed in examples 


#1 and in #2 [& re 3). In example #2, we see that a [~ yor can have many adjectives describing it 
sequentially. However, if you look closely we see that there is a word (Sey in-between the | yor and 
[ae]. This can sometimes happen, but in this case this Jarr Construction acts functionally as a [eae], A 
similar phenomenon occurs in example #4 with the term [3 51 Uy as pee Wy that functions in describing 
[25]. In example #5, we see that the adjective [eee describes the possession construction [otis]. Here 


the [ yey] is one unit, even though it is composed of two words. The [~ yor is Jarr and plural because 


of [2L¢], and it definite because possession constructions are definite. 


7 


Sometimes Jarr Constructions, Verbs, and other words can act functionallyas a [242] . Obviously, in these cases, the rules that were presented in 


the above paragraph are excluded. Please note that this topic is more of an advanced grammar discussion at this point. 
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Examples of Describing Constructions from the Qur’an and Hadith 


rok 


1. Se lea ey Saks E155 Lge’ a. > 
..And they will have therein purified ae and they will abide therein eternally.” (2:25) 
2 DE SU OBE OL SL one Gigif ALG of Sabb of 45 ey 
95 ots oust. 


“Perhaps his Lord, if he divorced you [all], would substitute for him wives better than you 
submitting [to Allah], believing, devoutly obedient, repentant, worshipping, and traveling [ones] 
previously married and virgins” (66:5) 





3. ~ ai a i wo os Cyl as Gs bs Mego all Ogee all oy 





“Indeed, those who oppose Allah and His Messenger are abased as those before them were 
abased. And We have certainly sent down verses of clear evidence. And for the disbelievers is a 
humiliating punishment.” (58:5) 


4. Dg JB pyte olby © pyeke goad & eal be Cred Gb esl » 


(asighopibpie ood who tate 


“The companions of the right what are the companions of the right?, [They will be] among lote 
trees with thorns removed, And trees layered, And shade extended, And water poured out, And 
fruit, abundant, Neither limited [to season] nor forbidden, And [upon] thrones raised 
high.” (56:27-34) 


5. nu pall Uslie Se Sp 
Taleo te was of Our believing servants” (37:132) 
[ell oN oe Set 5 sill S'S 
“The strong believer is better than the weak believer” (Muslim) 
Te [Cypdtell 4 elie 5 cdl x cael haa el] 


“The trustworthy, truthful merchant is with the prophets and the martyrs, and the righteous.” 
(Tir midhi)” 








- Sahih Muslim, Chapter on Predestination: aa wots, Hadith #2664. 
" Sunan Tirmidhi, Chapter on Transactions: ¢ sd) oS Hadith #1209. 


55 


Essentials of Qur’anic Arabic 


Ill. Pointing Constructions 


When a Pointing Noun such as [leis] or [eu3] is used to refer to a noun, it becomes one unit, which we 


have termed “Pointing Construction”. Similar to Describing Constructions, both the Pointing Noun and the 
noun being pointed to have the same four characteristics (gender, plurality, definiteness, and I'rab). If the 


noun is indefinite and matches the other remaining three characteristics, then what you now have is a 


Nominal Sentence [aan a]. A Pointing Construction on the other hand like the other constructions are 


not complete sentences. 


1. Examples of Pointing Constructions 


Pointing Nouns [Wy ,4!] include the following nouns: [cus /ocue [spe ]. Pointing nouns [4.231] 
include the following: [ous i ols i oe Si] . The dual pointing nouns are seldom used and do 


not need to be emphasized. Let us look at the following Pointing Construction from the ayah 


below. 


Bo 


Gel og 4: SHAY OT AN ae CI Ce hp 


“...And this Qur'an was revealed to me that I may warn you thereby and whomever it 


reaches...” (6:19). 


the Qur’an this 
Or wy Va 
definite definite 
Male e male 
Single single 
Raf Raf 
Y 


Pointing Construction V 


“this Qur’an” 
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Fd 
or 7 7 or eo 8 Ye 8 7,78 8 


fi. 6.42 oe CO) Gres Nes i ls Vay. 


“.,.And this is a Book which We have sent down, blessed, and confirming what was 
before it...” (6:72) 


a book this 
CLS Wa 


7 


indefinite + definite 


Male = male 

Single = single 

Raf = Raf 
vu 

Pointing C —s 


Nominal Sentence V 
“This is a book” 


2. Examples from the Qur'an 
4 One Ses eat tal 
“Those cities - We relate to you, [Oh Muhammad], some of their news....” (7:101) 
ii, Koni 1. USS CANT oie UG hs ES 1G Gs US. 
“.,. and eat therefrom in [ease and] abundance from wherever you will. But do not approach this 


tree, lest you be among the wrongdoers” (2:35) 
og 6 AES i a a) Pas eo a eee ee 
fi, 09 SAS gl) UU Ue pal JEU lbp 
““.,.And these examples We present to the people that perhaps they will give thought.” (59:21) 
IV. Idafah - The Possession Construction [_3\>4! LoS sl] 
Possession Constructions, or Idafahs [sey isfy occur frequently Arabic, and need to be mastered 


before analyzing Arabic sentences. We have briefly touched upon them when we looked at nouns 


attached to pronouns, which essentially are Idafah. An Idafah is composed of two components, a Mudaf 


pualiy, and a Mudaf I’lai [acs Line], The Mudaf is the thing that belongs to the noun that directly 


follows it. And conversely, the Mudaf I’lai is the person or thing that possesses the Mudaf (preceding it). 
As we saw for the Attached Pronouns, the pronoun linked to the preceding noun “possessed” it. Aside 


from Jarr Particles, an Idafah is the only other situation that a noun can be Jarr (Mudaf I’lai). 
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A. Rules of Idafah/Possession Construction 
1. The Mudaf [4tal\] 


ii. 


iii. 


The Mudaf is the object that “belongs” to the noun, or is possessed by the noun that 
directly follows it. In other words, the Mudaf is possessed. 

The Mudaf never takes “Al”. This does not mean that is not definite though. It is definite 
when its Mudaf I’lai is definite. 

The Mudaf has no Tanwin, and has no Nun ending (Nun is cut off in dual endings and 


sound plural endings). See the following examples. 


his two hands cpl Oly i ° = ashy oly sect, 
her two eyes cone! Olas + Bw = ns / las es s 


Makkah Z 
The Mudaf can be in any of the three states of I‘rab [Raf*, Nasb, or Jarr]. It determines the 
I'rab of the Possession Construction. This is the case even if the I‘rab of its Mudaf I’lai is 
different. Please note gender and number do not need to match (e.g. her brothers, his 
sisters). 
The properties of the Idafah (Gender/plurality /definiteness/I'rab) are determined by 
the Mudaf. 


2. The Mudaf lai [4J) u24 


The Mudaf I’lai is the person or thing that “possesses” the Mudaf (preceding it). 
The Mudaf I’lai is always inthe Jarr state. 
No word comes in-between the Mudaf and the Mudaf I’lai in the Idafah. 
The Idafah is typically considered definite (exception is when the Mudaf I’lai is indefinite. 
(e.g. man of a village vs. man of the village). 
The Mudaf I’lai usually takes "Al" . Exceptions are if the Mudaf I’lai is indefinite, or if itis a 
"Double Mudaf I’lai" as in the following examples: 
i. [x3 (os “a man of a village” 


2 oF 


ii. es ex Le] “Master of the Day of Judgment” 
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3. Determining an Idafah 


the scholar pen 
walt Gi 
Mudaf I’lai Mudaf 
definite no Tanwin 
Jarr 
u 


Possession Construction V 


“pen of the scholar” 


B. Examples from the Qur’an 
1 Goel G5 Uf GET g..g 


“. Indeed, I fear Allah, Lord of the worlds” (59:16) 


2. | 615 Als Sh alli aw sl 3 Ajod ary er) A) 


cia gat gaa Cait, eB ais bf 


SCD Of U8 Ip 


“And remember when Misa said to his people, "Oh my people, why do you harm me while you 
certainly know that I am the messenger of Allah to you?" And when they deviated, Allah caused their 
hearts to deviate. And Allah does not guide the rebellious people.” (61:5) 


4700 & 


3. «ty ed gl es 


“May the hands of Abu Lahab be ruined, and ruined is he”. (111:1) 


C. Embedded Constructions with Idafah/Possession Constructions 


An Idafah can be associated of linked to other constructions such as Jarr Constructions, 


Describing Constructions, or Pointing Constructions. In these cases the Idafah is embedded_within 


these constructions (and not the reverse). For example, when an Idafah is associated with a Jarr 


46 


Inthe word [e's] , the [] has been omitted, despite there being no subtraction from its pronunciation. The Kasrah is retained as the sign of the 


Ya. We see omission of the Ya in several places in the Qur’an. The phenomenon of [#4] or omission of words sometimes occurs in the Qur’an for 


purposes of eloquence and rhetoric. 
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construction, the entire unit becomes a Jarr construction. 


1. Describing Idafah Constructions 


When an Idafah is described by an adjective, it has to match the I'rab, number, and gender 


of the Mudaf. Definiteness is determined by looking at the Mudaf I’lai. The adjective [aye] comes 


after the Idafah Construction. Let us take a look at a couple of examples to clarify this rule. In the 


first example the adjective [abs CaS] describes the Mudaf [ail], but is definite because the Mudaf 
lai is definite. In the second example, the adjective describes a dual noun [O44] whose Nin is cut 


off because it isa Mudaf. The adjective does not have [J] because the Mudaf I’lai is indefinite. 


Adjective + Idafah = Describing construction 
Described 
woman of the truthful woman of the land 
truthful land 
zo 3g 5 — es a A #65 
ae ale A a5 =  A5oUe)) AI all 
two men of a Two generous men of a 
generous mosque mosque 


aS Fo tala DUS pale IES 


2. Pointing Nouns and Idafah 

We run into a dilemma when pointing to a Idafah with a pointing noun. This is because a 
Pointing noun directly followed by a Idafah is not a Pointing Construction but a Nominal 
Sentence. This is similar to when a Pointing Noun is followed by an indefinite noun (being 
pointed to). What allows us to point to a Idafah in grammar is to place the Pointing Noun 


directly after it. Let us take a look at the following examples to illustrate this point. 
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Idafah being + Pointing = Pointing + Nominal Sentence 
pointed to Noun Construction 
iisescnpeece this Messenger of This is the 
All a this Allah Messenger of Allah 
a _ : ee + Mo Pipe 
aM Jinn + ds \.Us al J gy ai dye tte 
aiaae those books Those ate yout 
your books . of yours books. 
2, \ 382 ou = Beg e an ae 2, | oe os 
ss + Us Cs US” 7 ses Lie 


3. Qur’anic Examples of Embedded Idafah Constructions 


In the examples below, the entire merged Constructions are highlighted gray, the Jarr 


Particles are in red, the Pointing Nouns are in yellow, and the adjectives [are] are in blue. 

In example (i), there are two Jarr constructions. Within each there is an Idafah, namely 

[abi v5] and [se us ]. In example (ii), we again have two embedded Jarr Constructions as 
in (i). In example (iii), we have an adjective [SH] that describes the Idafah [us OUT]. 
Altogether, it is a Describing Construction with an embedded Idafah. In example (iv), we 
have two Idafahs merged together [eb] and [obs oS] within a Jarr Construction. 


Examples (v) and (vi) show Pointing Constructions with embedded Idafah. 


ee Be Fe eye Ee 
Sede sp JS th Xb a alt oS oy AN 8 UL ee oe GLEE 
“No disaster strikes except by the permission of Allah. And whoever believes in Allah He will guide 
his heart. And Allah is of all things Knowledgeable.” (64:11). 


i 0S AT 1 gaily ST 1a Gaited C5 alles eT ab 15) Ch Lal L 


4. Hele igt ol Ul IG Seb ot (Ae HY 


“Oh Prophet, ies you disotee women, divorce them for [the commencement of] their 
waiting period and keep count of the waiting period, and fear Allah, your Lord. Do not 
turn them out from their houses, nor should they leave [during that period] unless they are 
committing a clear immorality...” (65:1) 
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ith, eS CEST OY Hs ip 


“Alif, Lam, Ra. These are the Ayat of the Wise Book”. (10:1). 


“And recite, what has been ciel to you of the Book of your Lord...” (18:27) 





v. 40 gles (25 Gy wT Olde B35 WS ASU eld) AE Le Lipp 


“So taste [the punishment] because you forgot the meeting of this Day of yours, indeed, We have 





forgotten you. And taste the punishment of eternity for what you used to do." (32:14). 


vi. faintll J SB pce 1 eG. > 
“...So0 send one of you with this coin/money of yours to the town..” (18:19). 


V. Relative Pronouns [i :2'y) sun/j 


A Relative pronoun connects the definite word before it to the sentence after it. The statement after 


the Relative Pronouns [J eer alo] functions to describe the definite word that precedes it. In English, 


it includes "who, whom, whose, those". Relative pronouns similar to Pointing nouns retain all four 
characteristics of nouns, are inflexible, and can take all three cases of ‘rab. They are always definite like 


the word they describe. Relative pronouns are used frequently in the Qur’an. 


A. Relative Pronouns [..i /:,.i\] 


Table 12: Relative Pronouns: al / pall] 


Stra a ea ae 


masculine 


Those who These (two) who The one who 
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B. Additional Relative Pronouns: |,*] and [4 
1. The relative pronoun [(,4] is used only for people. It is not gender or number specific. Do not 
confuse this relative pronoun with the Harf Jarr [:,*], or with the Interrogative Particle [| 
that has the same appearance. Like the Relative Pronouns just listed previously, both [| 
and [\] follow the same rules in describing a definite noun. 


2. The relative pronoun [4] is used for non-humans and is also not gender or number specific. 


Do not confuse this with the Negation Particle [4], or the Interrogative particle [4]. Whena 


specific particular is used whose morphology is identical to others, its grammatical function 
can be identified by context, and appropriate familiarity with grammar. 


3. Examples from Qur’an and Hadith: 


i, ple cae all bdo A ep 


“And among men there are those who disputing about Allah without knowledge.” (22:3) 


ee Bo, 20 2 3o ay o£ - SB 2A P, Sor 0 mee 
ii. [peated Le ds 1 Sb 4 Dipl Ley o pate bb Je agi Li] 
“What I have forbidden upon you, avoid; what I have ordered you, 


do as much of it as youcan....”."” [le is blue] 
C. Relative Pronouns in sentences 
Please note that relative pronouns essentially serve to describe a definite noun. The 


description comes after the Relative Pronoun and is known in Arabic as the [ale]. The [ale] 
serves as the [ae] for the noun before the Relative pronoun. Often in sentences with Relative 


pronouns we may see a pronoun that appears redundant in meaning. This is the connector [UL] 


and connects the Relative pronoun back to the definite noun being described. This is not present 
in English and can give an awkward meaning if it is not accounted for. Let us look at the following 


Arabic sentence to clarify this point. In this example, the relative pronoun is underlined. But focus 


your attention on the pronoun [é] attached to the verb [¢4<5!] which means “I bought”. This [] is 


as Sahih al-Bukhari, Chapter on Holding Fast to the Book and Sunnah; ay AKL eles! OLS, Hadith # 6777. Also in Sahih Muslim, 


Jaa Gus, Hadith #1337. 
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the connector, or [Ut] and connects back to the definite noun being described [Yt \48]. If the 


sentence is literally translated in English, it would read incorrectly as “This book is the one that I 


bought #”. Here we also see that the words following the Relative Pronoun fost] acts as an 


adjective to describe the definite noun before it [~tSJ! |.i8]. The noun is a Pointing Construction 


and acts like a single unit. 


ey | all Luss \us 
“This book is the one that I bought.” 


Examples of [U5] from the Qur’4n and Hadith 


In these two examples, the [J +> 3 e~!] is highlighted and the [4U\¢] is underlined. In example 
#1, the [8] connects to the verb le 34] that translates as “one standing”. In example #2, we see that 
each unlined [6] connects back to preceding Relative Pronoun [4]. Please note that there may not be 


a visible in every sentence witha Relative Pronoun. In cases where the [UF] is omitted, it is implied 


in a grammatical sense. 


1. &.. soll OUST AbE.5 (cal Ay US Y sas VU os ails 


“Those who consume interest cannot stand [on the Day of Resurrection] except as one stands the 
one who is beaten by Shaytan into insanity...” (2:275) 


4 7a 2 ° i ° Z oa 7 28, or 4 ad 
2. [pirlet Fe a 1b a STAT Ly Ste Ue xi Ly] 
“What I have forbidden upon you, avoid; what I have ordered you, 
do as much of it [what] you can...” (al-Bukhari) 


VI. Jarr Constructions and Sentences as Adjectives 


We just studied that Relative Pronouns act essentially as describers for definite nouns. Often the [ale] is 





an entire sentence that acts as a [44] and describes a definite noun (preceding the Relative Pronoun). But 


what about an indefinite noun? Is there another way to describe it other than the conventional Describing 
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Construction methodology? The answer is yes, and in fact it is an easier concept than that of the Relative 
Pronouns we just studied. 


Indefinite words can be described directly by a sentence or a Jarr Construction following it. The more 
the student masters sentences and Word Constructions, these alternate Describers will be more easily 


recognized. 
Examples: 


In these examples, the indefinite noun being described is highlighted while the [aie] is 
underlined. In the first example, the indefinite word al is being described by the sentence 
[Axe ‘ai 4s ii, Note that the indefinite word is immediately followed by its [Ade]. In the second 


example, we have two [4%] of the indefinite word [ana5}. First, we have the word [awxs] that 


matches all of the noun attributes of its described noun. Then, we have the Jarr Construction 


[o1_,4) J], which also acts as an adjective to describe the indefinite word [and], 


2 
“ 


1 64. “hit 2, bi sti ws Bi be ois i gl Ul SB» 
“The other said, Verily I see myself carrying on my head bread, birds are eating from it.” (12:36) 

z ia ae BT dS 8 SB 

a2 [Ol a Oo aneee ed 4) Cae y)] 





“Yusuf has a wondrous story in the Qur’an.” 


VII. The Five Special Nouns [ti 41] 


A discussion on these five special nouns is being included here since conjugating these words requires 
understanding Idafah. The Five Special Nouns [wi / ti / w / 3 ; O15] occur frequently in Arabic and 


have a variant conjugation when they occur as Mudaf. These words behave like normal words in terms of 


inflection when not in an Idafah Construction. For example, the word [~'] 


in I'rab of Raf‘, Nasb, and Jarr is respectively [ul] [Yi], and [i]. 
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A. The Five Special Nouns [4-)) -2-4)] 


Table 13: The Five Special Nouns faced ela] 


| a a 
eae 


ownet of / 
possessor (masculine) 


Five Special 
Nouns 
in single form 





48 . . é a. = 
Please note these Five Special Nouns [..~'] , [4], and [ul] in the Jarr state as Mudafhave the same appearance as when they are attached to the 
pronoun of first person [.s]. You can differentiate them from their Idafah forms by their context in the sentence. 


“ Please note that [53] is always found in the form of a Mudaf, but does not attach to pronouns. See examples #3 and #4. 
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C. Examples from the Qur’an 
o 8 i rscg, 18 380% aie od > a 
1 Go. JS UT Ue fe PSST Ee ae ULI Up 
“.,.Oh our father, measure has been denied to us, so send with us our brother [that] we will be given 
measure. ..(12:63) 


ele B's ea € Be Woe 77 oS 4GL Gee 
2. Goo Sal oN cb Sl JB pales paige Llp 
“And when he had furnished them with their supplies, he said, "Bring mea brother of yours from 
your father...” (12:59) 


3. hong SEIS OS Oly 
“Because he is a possessor of wealth and children,’ (68:14) 


ye °, ate 2 a a eee ge8. a 4 Aaa 
4. dre | Jed! 4 all's slag cp em 2 (aes Aly... p 
“But Allah selects for His mercy whom He wills, and Allah is the possessor of great bounty.” (2:105) 


The Nominal Sentence [Zy\ a4] 


Lesson 6: The Nominal Sentence [i22-ti a4\ 


I. The Basic Nominal Sentence [ii 21] 


Arabic sentences are of two types, Nominal and Verbal. The type of sentence is identified simply by 


examining the word at the beginning of the sentence. If the word is a noun, then the sentence is a “Non- 


Verbal” nominal sentence or a [a+~U all]. If the sentence begins with a verb, then you have a Verbal 


Sentence or [abe all]. Each sentence type has its own rules. Since we have thoroughly discussed the 


grammar of words and word constructions, familiarization with the Nominal sentence should not take too 


long. 


Nominal sentences have two components: a Subject fine] and a Predicate [+]. The Predicate serves to 


give information about the Subject. Unlike English, Arabic has no specific word for “is”. In Arabic there is a 
hidden or implied “is” between the Subject and Predicate. A simple way to differentiate the Subject and 
Predicate is by looking at the definiteness of the two. Since the Predicate gives information about the 
Subject, both have to match in gender, number and also the Raf" case. The key difference is that Predicate is 
typically indefinite. Another concept that is important to keep in mind since we covered Word 
Constructions in the previous chapter is that both Subject and Predicate can be entire word 


constructions. 


Please note the following rules for Nominal Sentences: 


1. Consists of two components, a Subject [i424] and a Predicate [#1]. 


2. There is an implied unwritten “is” between Subject and Predicate. 

3. The Subject comes before the implied "is" and is generally definite. If the sentence starts with a 
noun ( Ism), that noun ts the Subject. 

4. The Predicate comes after the implied "is" and is generally indefinite. 

5. Both the Subject and Predicate are Raf. 

6. The Nonverbal sentence can have other details after the Predicate that give additional 


information. 
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Let us look at the example below, which shows a basic Nominal sentence: 


The house is big. 


big The house 
reo” 
Predicate Subject 
L*] “ig” [| iv] 
indefinite Definite 
Raf Raf 
SU 


Nominal Sentence V 
Other examples: 
This is a book. [os \Ls] 


2 2 


- ° 2 \ ° 
Those are Muslims. [U Seles ou 4 


“oT 


Il. Subject and Predicate [i12:\] and [281] 
A. Subject [i421] 


i. Itis generally definite and Raf‘. It can be Nasb however, when [0] begins a sentence”. 


2 


ii. It is present at the start of a "sentence". Please note that a typical ayah of the Qur’an is 
often composed of many sentences, and thus can have many embedded Nominal and verbal 


sentences within. 


iii. The Subject can be an entire Word Construction (Possession, Pointing, or Describing 


Constructions) and thus be composed of two or more nouns. 


() J - Pe aes : Z ee : . : 
Innaand its sisters [>| 5 o!] are considered grammatically a bit different than a Nominal sentence. These Nasb particles act on a Nominal 


sentence and cause it to gain averb-like meaning depending of on the particle used. That is why, when the particle [ol] acts ona sentence, the 


subject becomes Nasb and is termed [o! ~!|, while the Predicate is termed [o! I. 
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B. The Predicate [4] 
1. The Predicate generally comes after the Subject. 


2. Itis Raf. 


3. The Predicate agrees in gender, plurality, and I'rab since it gives information about its 
Subject, but not in definiteness. 


4. It is typically indefinite, but please note that exceptions do exist. Cases where the 
Predicate is definite are discussed here later. 


5. The Predicate can an entire Word Construction (Possession, Pointing, or Describing 
Constructions) and thus be composed of two or more nouns. 


6. There are four types of Predicate. The simplest one is termed [>], which we looked at 


in the previous examples. 


C. Examples from the Qur’an and Hadith 


Subject is red, Predicate is blue. 


Lg geal ld ale 8"p 


oe 





..and He is knowing of what is in within the breasts.” (57:6) 


4 


i. ei Ve aes 2 - ow 2 ‘a ° ae 2 : z a 2 
2. [tbe “yh EU a> OF yc cle Sell yc Oley BLN, 6 5 Sell 4 ] 
“.,.And the prayer is a light, and charity is a proof, and patience is a shine, and the Qur’an is an 


: : : 52 
evidence for or against you...”.(Muslim) 


ae og yr 4 8 ae 
3. G0 glasi le yee alg 
“...and Allah is seeing of what you do.” (49:18) 


¥ Ff ag 2 ee a ot 4~ 
4. [tn dior 4 co bel coe Lost] 
“The world is a prison for the believer and a paradise for the disbeliever”.(Muslim) » 


“The signs of the hypocrite are three....”( Bukhari)” 


Please note that in all these examples, there is a [] present before the Subject [faze] . This is because these examples were taken from in 
between the respective Qur’anic ayah or Hadith. A [4] often serves as aparticle, which connects two adjacent sentences. There are many different 
types of [5] in Arabic grammar, but the [3] mainly functions as aconnector, without any effect on I'rab. 
= Sahih Muslim: Chapter on Book of Purification, 5 Lgl ots , Hadith # 223. 


= Sahih Muslim, Chapter on Piety and Softening of the Hearts: S85 as lS , Hadith # 2956. 
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Brom 7 - wy 


6. ew GB mgntily peli yel Iptaley Lyle ob ot peg WE Leal oo) Ope tall Lup 


aka ie ta aie ei a es wechseln canada ice ahem ce a oa 


“The believers are only those who have believed in Allah and His Messenger and then doubt not but 
strive with their properties and their lives in the cause of Allah....”(49:15) 


III. The Four Types of Predicates [>] 
A. Predicate as a Single word or Word Construction: res 


This type is the major type of Predicate that we will be dealing with. Sometimes the Predicate is a single 
word as in prior examples # 1, 2, 3, and 5. Sometimes it can be a Word Construction such a 
Idafah/Possession Construction as shown in example #4. Please note that sometimes even the Subject can 
be a construction as shown in Example #5. Whatever the case, it is essential to identify Word Constructions 
when analyzing the sentence. Incorrect identification will inherently lead to erroneous and confused 


translation. Sometimes the Predicate can be a Relative Pronoun that encompasses within it an entire 


sentence. In example #7, the Predicate is the Relative Pronoun [cei]. Since all Relative Pronouns are 


connected with a [ile], the entire sentence (dotted) after it becomes part of the Predicate. These type of 


sentences incorporating Relative Pronouns are frequently seen in the Qur’an and Hadith. Please also note 
that addition details can follow the Predicate such as a Jarr constructions (example #1 and 3), conjunctions 
(example #4), etc. At this point, it is a bit premature to discuss these details that will be touched upon in 


more detail in the Second Volume Insha Allah . 


B. Predicate as a Harf Jarr Construction |) 5 pel ee] 


. 2 3 
These include nouns like [~ 3 ,4)'] that act like Jarr particles” (see Table 8, pg. 48). The implied “is” is 


placed between the Jarr Construction and the Subject. Since the Jarr Construction is the Predicate, 
functionally it is considered to be Raf‘ even though its appearance is void of this. 

In the examples below, the basic Nominal sentence is underlined which contains the Predicate that is in 
blue. Additional words after the underlined basic Nominal sentence are in a “extra” components that 


add additional information to the basic sentence unit. 


54 
Sahih al-Bukhari, Chapter on Iman: oy! Gls , Hadith #33. 
55 ee 
In Arabic Grammar terminology, this category of L=] is termed [ale 4-4 , and includes Jarr Constructions and those words associated with 


[555] 
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| sd 238 ae \ %o 2 
“They are on guidance from their Lord...” (2:5) 


2, [AL SS le ah 23] 
“The hand of Allah is on the group”.”” 


He v 


3. flied eg) dent Sy UT Ge JEU ST 3s GET op 
“Indeed, the hypocrites will be in the lowest depths of the Fire and never will you find for them a 
helper’’.(4:145) 


C. Nominal sentence [oct Five 
Sometimes the Predicate can come in the form of a sentence, such as Nominal sentence. This 
embedded sentence directly follows the Subject that initiates a sentence and acts as the Predicate. 
This is often done for purposes of placing emphasis on the Subject itself. This is because there is 
often a redundancy in bringing forth an extra Subject. Furthermore, it is not proper to place an 


implied “is” between the Subject and Predicate. Let us look at the following example. 


1. Nominal Sentence as Predicate: 
Bole ye Jeri 
Bole fei 


Predicate Subject 
Le] [|e] 
[é ‘i U1 J 4 ‘] Definite 
eas Raf 
u 


Nominal Sentence V 
3 4 2G 
Gale a Jr zl 
The man, he is truthful. 


es 


a Sunan Tirmidhi: Chapter on Tribulation from ial LS Hadith #2166. 
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2. Single Word as Predicate [544]: 
Bole pas 
Gale io 


Predicate Subject 
Le] [ex] 
“43 Definite 
) 
u 


Nominal Sentence VY 
2 2G 


The man is truthful. 


D. Verbal Sentence [%08) i423] 

Similar to the previous discussion, the Predicate can also be a Verbal Sentence. Again, the 
embedded sentence follows directly after the Subject that initiates a Nominal Sentence and acts as 
the Predicate. Similar to a Nominal Sentence Predicate, it is inappropriate to place an implied “is” 
in-between. This also serves to place extra emphasis or attention to the Subject being discussed, as 
the Subject is referenced again in the Verbal Sentence. Please note that a Verbal Sentence is always 


initiated by a verb at the beginning. Let us look at the following examples. 


1. [a em 3 lylal © be gaSl] 
“The Believers, they struggle in the way of Allah.” 





at se BSG SCT 6G LUT. > 
Allah (He) knows whatever is in the heavens and whatever is on the earth...” (49:16) 
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IV. Important Miscellaneous Particles in Sentences 


There are numerous particles that occur frequently in Arabic sentences that the student should be 
familiar with. We already discussed those that affect I‘rab such as those that cause Nasb, Jarr, and Jazm. 


In this section we will briefly discuss several of these important particles that have no effect on I‘rab 


[alele [ne By >], 


A. Categories of Miscellaneous Particles [a (+ U; >] 
1. Particles of Negation [il 25>] 


Please note that there are other particles of negation that cause a change in I'rab that are 
not included in this category such as CA], [e], or the forbidding [‘N]. The Particles of 


Exception [oleae  »>] suchas (uy) are also not included here since they cause a 


change in Irab. 


Particles of Negation re) 29>] 
See Next Section: 
Example #1 


° 


Never! /by no 


2. Particles of Interrogation yt! 25>}. 
Please see the next section. 


3. Connecting Particles [ralaali 3 a 





These particles connect two words or phrases together in a sentence. Furthermore, these 
particles transfer I‘rab of the first word onto the following word that the particle connects to. 
Similar to English conjunctions, these particles allow for less redundancy in the language. These 
particles transfer the I'rab that were caused on the first word by a Harf, Verb, etc. Please see 


There are different grammatical functions of [0!], the most common being that of a conditional particle. It serves as a negation particle only 


when followed by the exception particle [ul] later in the sentence. See Example #8 on pg. 78. 


This particle stands out from the other particles as it is a solitary particle, which used as an exclamation. 
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Qur’anic examples #7 in the next section which shows how [alee] works. In these examples, the 


underlined nouns are connected by a [_2/| -2°>] which retain the same I'rab. 


Connecting Particles (tbs! 2y'>] 
Examples shown on pgs. 77-78 


"and/then" 
(immediately following) See Example #2 


"then" 
(after a period of time) See Examples #6, 7, and 9 





4. Particles of Emphasis [45°33) Oy> 


These particles function in causing emphasis. Please note that the particle [J] can 


attach to the beginning of a particle, noun, or a verb 


Particles of Emphasis [4S ‘sl 25>] 
Examples shown on pgs. 77-78 





5. Particles of Condition [2’j25) 45>] 


Conditional particles function in initiating a condition statement (if/then statement) that 


consists of two parts: a condition [2 4] and a response [b'-25) Gl ,>]. These particles can act on 


59 pok 

This particle is very similar in meaning and form to [:,X] which is also Nasb Particle. 
60 a eee aldgia cee : : . 
Even though this particle has been grouped under [15°;3) 45>], itis more accurately termed [G+ 4’>], being a particle of certainty. 


e This particle unlike the particle [oy does not cause Nasb even though it appears similar. 
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both nouns and verbs. If they act on a present tense verb, then they cause Jazm. Otherwise, 
they have no effect on I'rab. The response particle Fa [] is used to indicate a response 


statement. The Fa is not used when present tense verbs are used in both the condition and the 
response. 


Particles of Condition [bpd Y ial 


had it not 
been/were it 
not for 


Response | Example #4, 5, and 10 
particle” 





B. Examples from the Qur'an: 
Particles are highlighted. 


1. Go gaes U EST, Osnasl oS ne Ulp 


“Unquestionably, it is they who are the corrupters, but they perceive [it] not.” (2:12) 


ve ORR 


4 ws 8 37 ae Pe ee ae anes es iat? 27? ee ’ 2 
2. King |S Uy AT CR LS CAG MULAN Sf yl Cle _S shy 
“Those ate the ones who have purchased error [in exchange] for guidance, so their transaction has 
brought no profit, nor were they guided.” (2:16) 


a mae ALY we ote eta, oa Coe ee 
3. a) 8 a6 5) ou all} 0} ies) ened al) OW Leg... 
“.,.and never would Allah have caused you to lose your faith. Indeed Allah is, to the people, Kind 
and Merciful.” (2:143) 


62 a ate « - iti 
* This Fais actually a “response particle” and frequently precedes the response statement of aconditional statement. 
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“.,.and (as for) those who have believed, they know that it is the truth from their Lord. But as for 
those who disbelieve, they say, "What did Allah intend by this as an example?...” (2:26) 


5. er cel anit ry are * ott Gi Jl 58 1 a6 las éhy yee es ni oS 18 
“But if you do not and you will never be able to then fear the Fire, whose fuel is men and stones, 
ptepared for the disbelievers.” (2:24) 


Z a ee 3 or! HRS oe @ tote ie aan er oer or 0 son Ge 
6. Kon yp LAS 483-55 Se UT foes Vb GUS aw dss ob 
“Then you turned away after that. And if not for the favor of Allah upon you and His mercy, you 
would have been among the losers.”’ (2:64) 


2 42 0 y-of€ I2Pe BOP OTS, Bee Ge a a ee ir ee 
7. AWN fame 8 gently wall gel pda yg elle ob oe aleeyy UL I gel Call 0 pe poll Llp 
= x r 7 a. a oe a ‘ 
go potall te Sy 
“The believers ate only the ones who have believed in Allah and His Messenger and then do not 


doubt but strive with their properties and their lives in the cause of Allah. It is those who are the 
truthful.” (49:15) 


gw 8 fo ieee POS ge. ee eae 
8. dine pew U Ne O} Ng AS ec Jaks 
“..the disbelievers would say, "This is not but obvious magic...” (6:7) 


aia i oe “ Bfor wor ne 
“No! Youare going to know. Then no! You are going to know. No! If you only knew with knowledge 
of certainty” (103:2-5) 


ra 


10. o gaat tay AT os Ty is S af Ve ak O) Me allt Ge 6ST GUS 33 > 


ns 


“...Say, "Then who could prevent Allah at all if He intended for you harm or intended for you 
benefit? Rather, ever is Allah , with what you do, Acquainted.” (48:11) 


V. Interrogative Sentences [-,i1\] 


Interrogative Particles act to make the sentence into a question when placed at the beginning of a 


sentence. They do not have any effect on I‘rab, and can act on both a Nominal or Verbal Sentence and turn it 


into an interrogative sentence. Interrogative particles can act on both Nominal and Verbal Sentences alike. 


For example, the particle [i] or [J4] directly converts any question into a question form. Please note that 
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2 


some Interrogative Particles like [ls] and [:] can have other grammatical roles even though they may be 
present at the beginning of a sentence. For example, [+] can act in negation, or may act as a Relative 


Pronoun. [:] can also act as a Relative Pronoun. 


Table 15: Interrogative Particles [aii G2] 


Interrogative "4a 


i 
es 


oxy 


” 


ow 
from where /how j 


H 





“Say, "Oh People of the Book, why do you disbelieve in the verses of Allah..?” (3:98) 


Ye if ° t° oA ard 
2. ...dh Opes US bp 
“And why do you not believe in Allah...” (67:8) 
(op ge * aT ae 
3. hye Cat SU bp 
“Has there reached you the story of Musa?”’(79:15) 


4. ...Cbeg COU GUI | Jap 
“They said, "Are you indeed Yasuf?..”(12:90) 
Boece Nga Gui AUT LAS US aT De oF Ls oh 
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“Or do you think that you will enter Paradise while Allah has not yet made evident those of you who 
fight in His cause”... .(3:142) 


4a $0.7 eh ' fis Oe OS ee 
Goo SURE UA 25 aL Oy SS Las 
“How can you disbelieve in Allah when you were lifeless and He brought you to life..?”(2:28) 


QUIS at Je oT ore GbE... 


“..And who is more unjust than one who invents about Allah a lie?"”’ (18:15) 


ch 0S 048 (ps i 


“..a speaker said from among them, "How long have you remained?...” (18:19) 


2 af of wee by Be ee Be a A Eo us 
“She said, "How can I have a boy while no man has touched me and I have not been 
unchaste?”’(19:20) 


KO Solu E> 


“Concerning what are they disputing?” (78:1) 


gts SOR ST asi aadt, Ghai Gle all 


“The One who created death and life to test you which of you is best in deeds..” (67:2) 


ae 
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Lesson 7: Types of Nominal Sentences [jc+' ¢' 1] 


I. Nominal Sentences and its Variances 


In Lesson 6, Nominal Sentences were reviewed thoroughly with the rules for the standard sentence 


detailed. However, Arabic and the Qur’an are filled with variances. Discussing “atypical” cases of Nominal 


Sentences are important. In most cases in the Nominal Sentence, the Predicate is indefinite. However, there 


are important exceptions as we shall see here. 


Examples of a typical Nominal Sentence where the Predicate _ is indefinite: 


1. 


or 7 7 oOo oo wt 2 747 Av of Z “be 
4A Ge GUT Gotan Be old is Nin'gp 
“And this is a Book which We have sent down, blessed and confirming what was before it” (6:92) 


6s “25 FC 


“Tam only a man like you..” (41:6) 


Grab came AUN ON ales aU Jomee 33 | sb 


“And fight in the cause of Allah and know that Allah is Hearing and Knowing,” (2:244) 


frie oo A 


“He is a manof knowledge”. 


ee eae ae 
[ow | a) 
“The man of the city is good”. 


II. Cases when the Predicate is Definite 


There are situations where the the Predicate can be definite in Nominal Sentences. The dilemma that 


occurs is that it can be difficult to differentiate the sentence from a Describing Condition since there are 


two consecutive nouns that possess that same four inherent characteristics including definiteness. The 


important factor that differentiates between these two possibilities is context. 


A. Situation # 1: A pronoun is placed between the Subject and Predicate 
In order to avoid making this a Describing Construction, We need to put another word in between 


these two words and make it a sentence (with the hidden “is”) thus making it a Nominal Sentence. The 
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word that is placed in-between is the pronoun of the Subject. Remember, the pronoun needs to match 


in number and gender of the Subject. 


# 3 Oa. gy 2 a Co ped Seon ee 
1 & Opinlall Ae Ge Sb Gus Oy GF Lab 


“And whoever turned away after that - they were the defiantly disobedient.” (3:82) 


2. lal Qearall CHT HAL.. y 


“Indeed, You are the All-Hearing,” (2:127) 


a a Oe ie ew ah le eet 6 eat 
3. delaall j yall ys GUS aT DUIS bas UL. 
“No change is there in the words of Allah. That is what the great attainment is.”’(10:64) 


B. Situation # 2: Nothing is placed between the Subject and Predicate 


In this instance, there is an implied “is” between two continuous definite nouns. This is more of an 
exception to the above stated rules even though these types of sentences are found in the Qur’an. This 
meaning is determined by the context of the words. Please note that in case of a pronoun being the 
Subject and being attributed with a proper name such in the first example, there is no other way that it 
can be stated but by having a definite Predicate. This is not the case for other examples however, where 
by having a definite Predicate evokes more attention and emphasis than an indefinite Predicate. Please 


see the following examples. 


1. d..ckey Ul.,> 
“Tam Yusuf..” (12:90). 


B cto 8 6 wea, ate sae Ve? 
2. halal aroma peg AUT QRS.» 
“,.and Allah will be sufficient for you against them. And He is the Hearing, the 
Knowing,” (2:137) 
3. deeb Che 48 C2 Y OUST GUS » 
“This is the Book about which there is no doubt, a guidance for those conscious of Allah” (2:2) 


a B02 80 eo {- Bey 20 ae 1 207 804 0 «470 SO v 
4. bore 5 9 US's dom) Ned deg ae Pas oe 
“He from whom itis averted that Day, He has granted him mercy. And that is the clear 


attainment.”’(6:16) 
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Ill. Review of Nominal Sentences with Embedded Constructions 


A. Inthe following Nominal Sentences the Predicate is blue. Please note that the Subject precedes the 
Predicate. 


a a ‘ e a ae ° ae gs s o- 
1. [ tl wt 4 Gol yy <<) “Arrogance is rejecting the truth and looking down on 
people”.(Muslim)” 

70 ° = 3a 3 ° a 
2. [2 0? one ae] “Islam is the religion of the people of Egypt’. 
3. [3 pees) cy “The time for prayer is near’. 

Be Bro 
4, [Alor ALab HE] “Your daughter is a pretty infant.” 


al 


ae % gee reg Bee 
5, [ld & goes Acne) ALS] “These old mosques are beloved to us” 


os vs . ae . oo 4 ve 
6. [rns As eo da; lel Ley “Seeking knowledge is obligatory on every Muslim” (Abu 
Dawiad).” 
of - o- 8 or ° oa 
ts [ee 5) os vj ow I “Ts the house of Zaid big or small? 


8. [rsienell J) al se O ge gol] “The believers are on the straight path”. 
9. [sje ul Ls] “Tam not a reciter”. 
. ke ee 
10. [ O 4 pwloell ‘ae O 5 SS “The disbelievers, they are the losers.” 
° ° ¥ ¥ or 
11. [AeS| dele 3 ele wea] “The teacher, he taught in Madinah University”. 


B. Additional Practice with Word Constructions and Sentences 
The following exercises are designed to review principles that were covered for Nominal 


Sentences and Word Constructions. 


a) Exercise 1: Translate the following phrases or sentences and identify specific Word 
Constructions that are present. 


1 BN Nas 
2. | Nae 
3. all 5 


63 te ee ee 
* Sahih Muslim: Book of Iman, a 3) «35 Gb oY! OS, Hadith #91. 


“ Sunan Abu Dawid, [3808 et! move 3 GUY! art nme 5y cell ye Lin! ality], Hadith #224, 
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de ets 
Sal ela 
6. \ais als chs 
7. Kia alll J gh 
Answers for Exerase 1: 


1. this man: Describing construction / pointing construction. 
This is a man. Nominal Sentence. 
the manof the city. Possession construction. 


2 
3 
4. This is the man of the city: Nominal Sentence witha Possession construction. 
5. This isa man of a city. Nominal Sentence with a Possession construction. 

6 


this man of the city: Possession construction with a Pointing Construction. 
7. this messenger of Allah. Possession construction with a Pointing Construction. 


b) Exercise 2: Let us go further with this and take it to the next level. 


8. Cpe AU LS 


go Fee gee 
tA of : 
1. abe ~! 
Answers for Exercise 2: 
8. the good man of the city. Describing construction with Possession construction. 
9. The man of the city is good. Possession construction with a Nominal Sentence. 


10. Indeed, You are All Forgiving. Nominal Sentence 


11. Youare Fatimah. Nominal Sentence (both Subject and Predicate are definite). 
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IV. Methodology for Analyzing Nominal Sentences” 


Correctly analyzing and translating a Nominal sentence requires that one be very familiar with I‘rab and 


Sentence Constructions. A Nominal sentence is identified by looking at the first word of the sentence. If the 


first word is a particle, then the next word is looked at to see if it is a noun. 


1. 


2. 


3. 


The first step before analyzing the sentence in question, each word should be analyzed thoroughly 
and be categorized (noun, particle, or verb). If the word is a noun, then its gender, plurality, 
definiteness, flexibility, and I'rab should be identified. If the word is a particle, then it should also be 
identified. 

The second step should be to identify Word Constructions (Possession, Pointing, Describing, and 
Jarr Constructions) and merge words together. Relative Pronouns also should be looked at carefully 
since they are associated with embedded sentences are numerous times when you have to merge 
the rules. 


The third step is to merge any Word Constructions together, and or words joined by connecting 
particles [abs/) 25 >]. 
Then the fourth and final step is to identify the Subject and the Predicate of the nominal sentence, 


and then translate the sentence. Please look at the algorithm below detailing the methodology to 


analyze nominal sentences. 


08 pays ‘ : kgs eee Poe ‘ 

» This methodology is not a novel one, and has been used in some traditional institutions where Arabic is not a first language. For example this 
methodology was taught to me by my teachers at the online Sunnipath Academy (now Qibla for the Islamic Sciences). Ifone uses this methodology 
well, mistranslations and errors will be decreased. 
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Methodology of Analyzing a Nominal Sentence: 


Sel ieee Gol a3} gt IS” pritmichi}“ 


Step #1 Connect- 
Word ae? a ing ae ale m 3 m ne a 
ptoper-plural proper- single particle plurals single plural plural 
definite plural in- indefinite definite indefinite indefinite 
flexible definite definite flexible Partially flexible flexible 
Raf flexible flexible Raf flexible Jarr Raf 
Raf 


Analysis 


Step #2 F Possession Possession 
Word . : Construction : Construction 


Construction [ “gles | 


Step #3 Possession 
Merging Construction 


words [ Cito | 


Step #40 fogtsiy]= | [ oulkedl 4] = [ete] = [ a5) gi JS] - Subject 
1) me Predicate Subject Connect Predicate “All of the Children of Adam” 
Subject/ “Those who “the best of those who both “those who 

Predicate repent commit sin” sentences commit 

and repeatedly” “and” mistakes / 

Translate sins” 





“All the Children of Adam commit sins, and the best of those who commit sins 
are those who seek repentance.” 


maida 


* sunan Ibn Majah, 1s 31 CLS, Hadith # 4251. 
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Lesson 8: Introduction to Verbs [SLaal] 


I. Introduction to Verb Classification 


We have at this point Alhamdulillah reached the halfway point of this book. We will now start discussion 
on verbs, which will encompass the entire second half of this book. Since Arabic roots are based on verbs, 
even discussions of nouns in many ways are linked to verbs and their derivatives. 

1. Verbs are divided into two types based on Root letters. 
i. Three-letter roots [go joa these constitute the majority from verbs. These three-letter 
verbs will be our primary focus. 
ii. Four-letter Root [ey pal 1: these are not common and are discussed in Volume 2. 


2. Verbs have two different types of conjugations. 


i. Past tense [.olsl! Jail] 
ii, Present/Future tense [¢ jbvaol! fad] 


3. Each Verb has an associated Verbal Noun [2]. 


4. The Verb and its associated three-letter root. Many nouns are derived from this verbal noun 


related to the verb in meaning in some way. 


5. The three-letter root verb [21 epic qr will be referred to as Verb Family I in this book to 


avoid confusion with technical Arabic terminology. This is the basic origin of most Arabic words. 
Each Verb Family I (based on a specific three-letter root) can have with it, other families of verbs 


added to its three-letter root. 
i. These verbs with extra letters added to its three-letter root is termed 
fad ght SOU faa 
ii. These verb families are termed according to Orientalist classification by Roman Numerals II 
through X. This classification scheme is very simple and is easier for learning Introductory 
Arabic, and thus used in this series. 


6. Verbs can be regular or irregular. This occurs when any of the root letters of a verb are 


weak faded 5 >], and of the following letters: [' / ¢/ 5 / i ] or if any of the letter has a 


w 


Shadda [ ] (or consecutive doubled letters of a three-letter root). At this early stage we recommend 
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not studying these Irregular verbs in detail since they can be confusing. Once the rules for regular 
verbs are mastered, then should the student study the grammar of Irregular verbs. 
7. Verbs can be attached to the following pronouns at their ends: 
iB ae | od | we / Cy 
i (3 / 3 / us) 35] 
ii, [g / &] (Please note that [3] instead of |,¢] is attached to verbs.) 


iv. All the above act as the direct object [4 J pa] or the verb when attached. 


I. The Past Tense Verb [oti xiii] 


A. Family I Past tense Verbs 


Verb Family I, from which most of words of the Arabic language are derived are composed of three 
basic root letters. Specifically, it the past tense of Verb Family I that is in its male third person single 
conjugation. All other conjugations contain more than three letters. Even though other verb 
conjugations carry more than three letters, each carries all three letters from the Root Verb. This will be 
clarified when looking at verb conjugations here in this lesson. 


1. Using the [4] stem” nomenclature. 


v7 o6¢ 
cf 


Let us take an example of acommon verb: [_~@], which means to help. 


veg 3" Person Male 
a Verb Root 
[b=] stem 
v \ N 


[J] letteris.» [&] letteris [4] letter is 0 


r 


67 : ‘ : : ag . : : . : 
" In Arabic grammar, the [ |=] stem is routinely utilized to derive various conjugations or patterns of both verbs and nouns. Recall, it was used to 


characterize the various broken plural patterns that were discussed earlier. 
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2. The Root Verb [Ja and its derivatives. 


i. It typically has Fathah on the beginning and end letter. 





ii. The middle [s] letter vowel varies and is key in verb conjugation to the present tense 


form. For example, the following verbs are all Verb Family I with the same conjugation. 
(he fo & | EF 
iii. | Each verb has its own Verbal Noun [)e]. Similar to broken plurals, there are several 


different patterns. Each verb has its own distinct Verbal Noun. 


iv. Aroot verb is the source of numerous words and verbs families that are connected in by 


a similar meaning. For example, from the verb [le] (to learn), the following verbs are 


derived: 


a i a - 
Sa ra er Pare 7 40-0 
| j sew | 
# 





To teach To notify To learn To ask for 
(knowledge) (knowledge) | information 


e [we] also gives rise to other “action” nouns directly and indirectly related 


to its meaning shown in these following words. 





B. Verb Conjugation of Family I Verbs 


We just discussed that the basic Verb unit is in the third person masculine single past tense form. 


The first and last letter ([] and [J] letters) carties the Fathah vowel. The middle [¢ ] letter however 


carries either a Fathah, Dammah, or Kasrah. In the following table, the verb conjugation has been 
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detailed for Family I Verbs in the past tense based on the [,|3] stem. Please note that each conjugated 


form reflects a specific pronoun. That pronoun is the doer of the action if the doer is not mentioned 
explicitly. 

Perhaps the easier way to memorize the Verb Conjugation Table is to go from right to left starting 
from the single masculine third person line and then proceeding downwards. Furthermore, you will 
notice that in conjugation of past tense, the first three letters remain the root letters; additional letters 
are added on at the end. This contrasts with present tense verbs where letters are added on both at the 


beginning and at the end of the 3-root letters. 


Table 16: Verb Conjugation of Past Tense Family I Verbs 


Firat [Baal Singutae 


[4s] root verb 


3™ person masculine 


al ees 
3™ person feminine 


d * 
2*" person masculine 


One person feminine 


1st person 


(masculine / feminine) 
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C. Example of Past Tense Conjugation: [es] “to open” 


masculine 


They (feminine) feminine 
opened 


2" person 


masculine 
You 


2** person 
You (all feminine) feminine 
opened 

1st person 


(masculine / 





we opened we opened I opened feminine) 


D. Examples of Past Tense Verbs in the Qur’an 


In the following examples, pay attention to the highlighted verbs. At this point, you should be 
trying to identify their respective conjugation (specific pronoun). Please note that any pronoun 
attached to a verb at its end is the direct object of the pronoun. Do not confuse the direct object 


with the extra letters that cannot be separated from a particular conjugation. 


dee er er ee 0 £°o, 2,2 @ 2 Te Pes ¢ o- te 
bj gly CULES SG Oe 5Ul SIG GL CUT aU SST 
“All praise is [due] to Allah, who created the heavens and the earth and made the darkness and the 
light...” (6:1) 


2: desk ye ML WU Le gale eT I aT Sy AUT oe iy 


« [Allah] said, "What prevented you from prostrating when I commanded your" [Satan] said, "I am 
better than him. You created me from fire and created him from clay.” (7:12) 


“And those who, when they commit an cies ot wrong themselves remember Allah..”(3:153) 


4. dg S35 iy, SG Wet yy 


“And [recall] when We took your covenant, and We raised over you the mount (2:63)”.. 
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a aor a oa oa oa a2 e ° 
GonipteS Ve SSG eS eG Ge a al GLb, 
“That was a nation which has passed on. It will have what it earned, and you will have what you have 
earned...” (2:134) 


Ill. The Present Tense Verb [¢ xs) aii 
A. Recognizing verbs (present tense) 


1. 
2. 


Present tense verbs start with the following letters: [0 pee hd S | 


If the word starts with a [6] assume it is a verb because very few nouns start with [¢]. The 


following nouns begin with the letter [.s] : le exes | wot ee | yuo | pom]. 

Please note that although most Present tense verbs begin with the letter [.¢], very few verbs 
actually have the [cs] letter root as their first [-'] letter. 

Present tense verbs unlike Past tense verbs take an ‘rab. This typically occurs when there is 
a Harf acting on the Verb such as a Harf Nasb or Harf Jazm. Otherwise the default I‘rab for 
Present tense verbs is Raf’. Please note that Present tense verbs do not take the Jarr case 
just like how nouns do not take Jazm. 


Please note that Present tense verbs can sometimes actually refer to the future tense. This 


differentiation depends on context. There are two particles that specific the future tense 


without ambiguity, [.»] and [s+] placed at the beginning of Present tense verbs. These 


are discussed at the end of Lesson 10. 


B. Verb Conjugation of [¢ te! eal] 


Perhaps the easiest method to memorize the following Present Tense Conjugation Table is 


from top to bottom starting from the right and moving left. It is essential to memorize the past 


and present verb conjugation Tables completely before moving forward. Learning the two verb 


conjugation tables in this lesson should allow you to conjugate most Family I Verb fully in all 


forms in the past or present tense. Knowing this Table furthermore allows the student to 


conjugate theoretically verbs of all families (I through X). Please note that conjugation of 


Irregular Verbs also utilizes these two tables with some modification due to vowel letters. The 


conjugation of these verbs is discussed in depth in “Volume 2”. It is required that you study and 
memorize the verbs of “80% of Qur’anic Vocabulary”. 
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C. Verb Conjugation of [¢ 2!) |i] 


Table 17: Verb Conjugation of bak! Jatt] 
ee ee ee ee 
ae person 
‘pi . masculine 


[+s] root verb 


d 
2" person 
masculine 


qd 
2* person 
feminine 


1st person 
(masculine / 
feminine) 


Be person 
masculine 


d 
2" person 
masculine 


2" person 
feminine 


1st person 
(masculine /fem 
inine) 
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E. Relationship between Past and Present Tense verbs 


When studying any respective verb, it is essential to memorize the Root form (Pasttense 34 
person male) and also that of its counterpart present tense form. If this is achieved, then the 


student should be able to conjugate all its past tense and present tense forms using the memorized 


table(s). There is one caveat however. And that is the issue of the middle [¢ ] vowel, which often 


changes when switching between past and present tense for any specific verb. Let us lookat the 


followingrules to clarify this. 


Converting Past Tense Verbs to Present Tense 





3a ° 
eo 
( lea 

i@ ra 3a ° 
ac ae 
= ( leas 
3 Z Pr 


1. For past tense verbs with a Fathah on the middle [¢ | letter, the middle letter can take either a 





Fathah, Kasrah, or Dammah in the present tense. Thus, in these cases the [¢ ] letter vowel on 


the present tense verb needs to be memorized since there is no set pattern. See the examples 
below: 





94 


Introduction to Verbs [Jt!] 


e One trick to aid in memorizing past tense verbs is knowing the following principle: In 


past tense verbs where the [¢ ] letter takes a Fathah and where one of its last two letters 





is a letter of the throat [¢ / a / ‘a / & / o/s], then in the present tense, the middle letter 
takes a Fathah. 


2. For Past tense verbs with a Dammah on the [¢ ] letter, the [¢ ] letter always takes a Dammah in 


the present tense. Please note that this does not work in the opposite direction as most random 


Present tense verbs with a [¢ ] Dammah actually have a Fathah [¢ ]. 


ecg [SSeS 


: Lr pea] 
3. For past tense verbs with a Kasrah on the [¢lletter, it takes a Fathah in the present tense with 


rare exception. Please again note that this often does not work in the opposite direction. For 
example, if you take any random Present tense verb whose [€] letter has a Fathah, its past tense 
[&] letter is usually a Fathah. See below: 


Bros 


i ee Bese 
C. Examples of Present Tense Verbs from the Qur’an 


ote BS Ge: doe Ge ose7 8 fo 7 VF 3 offs % 
Le digg mee UN be Oty gee O pr pes Ul al op 
“If they are expelled, they will not leave with them, and if they are fought, they will not aid 
them...” (69:12) 


o te ae Aha eI 2 50, - og + Ge ° 0 RT 
2. haeS Ly UGS} 2 AU UGS} ) ford U AID Cpe cpl 9p 
“And how many a creature carries not its provision. Allah provides for it and for you ...”(29:60) 
a Z w w 2 Bo on - e038 4 
3. G0 glari e Le Sage AUT al UL oy a5 A OUNT Jal U ip 


“Oh people of the book, why do you disbelieve in the verses of Allah while Allah is Witness over 
what you do?” (3:98) 


“I do not worship what you worship.” (109:2) 
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Bp 


“They said, "Oh Shu'ayb, does your prayer command you that we should leave what our fathers 


Oped, wep Sree 2, Pag Sige ge ee Pye dyed 2 oat 2s oe ER Se Be 
5. 6s BI Wl oo fae of Sh UGUT LG BE of BG GU Cn 
worship or not do with our wealth what we please?...” (11:87) 


Table 18 - Conjugation of All Family I Forms” [>‘peall ul eal 


J gate a jeu a! E ; ’ [&] Vowel 
Variations in 
Past/Present 


Past Present 
2 a 
Present 

a 


Present 


Passive Doer noun 


7 





a Please note that for the verbs [a3] and [, las] havea Fathah at the end instead of the Dammah. This is because these two verbs are in the Nasb 


eS) 


state due to the Harf [of]. 


a In the above noted table, please focus on the first three columns on the right for now. The other columns to the left are further discussed in later 
chapters ofthe book. The columns on the left show the conjugation of the Doer, Passive, and Verbal nouns. Theseare all intrinsically related to its 
TypelI Verb by meaning. These are discussed later in Lesson 11. 


This [¢ ] vowel variation is not common and thus not discussed earlier. Vast majority of Past tense verbs witha [¢ | Kasrah yield a Present tense 


verb with a [¢ ] Fathah. 
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Lesson 9: The Verbal Sentence (223) a25\ 


J. Introduction to Verbal Sentences 
A Verbal Sentence [ala3 Five is a sentence, which starts with a verb similar to how a Nominal Sentence 


starts with a noun. In Arabic, there are two forms of verbs as we already covered in the previous lesson, the 


past tense, and the present/future tense. In a Verbal Sentence, the verb is typically followed directly by the 


Doer [j¢¥], and then a Direct Object [4 J pa] if applicable. In a Verbal Sentence, the Doer is always Raf* 


while the Direct Object is always Nasb. 

Please note that neither the Doer nor the Direct Object needs to be mentioned to form a grammatically 
correct Verbal Sentence. Furthermore, please remember that any pronoun attached to the end of a verb is 
its Direct Object. In this case, the specified Doer will follow the Direct Object. In general, deviation from 
the default sequence of the Doer and Direct Object in a Verbal Sentence is possible, and this usually has 


rhetorical benefits. Let us take a look at the following grammatically correct Verbal Sentences to get some 


familiarity. 


2. 


Bor - 


A} LS Zaid wrote. 


a Lu os LS Zaid wrote a book. 


4, us a Ls Zaid wrote the book. 


a cS Zaid wrote it. 

lay | 4 Lbs” as He wrote a book and a letter. 
Ca 
Csi os “bs Did he write the book? 

10. a's all CLI nny LS Zaid wrote the small book today. 

ja | asl Any 3 eal CLI ate LS Zaid wrote a small book in his home today. 
2 


SISA 
ee 2 He is writing it. 
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Sd IR 2 
4 AK He will write it tomorrow Insha Allah. 





All of the previous sentences are correct Verbal Sentences, but differ in the details that they contain. The 
most important detail that should be identified first in any Verbal Sentence after analyzing the verb is the 


Doer. After this the Direct Object should be sought. In sentence #1 on the previous page, we see a verbal 


sentence with no Doer specified, nor a Direct Object. In this case the Doer is [3] and is implied (not 


explicitly mentioned like in sentence #2). The Direct Object is not mentioned at all in sentence #1 and #2, 
but is mentioned in later sentences, either as a pronoun or as a specified noun. In examples #8 and #9, we 
see that using particles in front of verbs are allowed in Verbal Sentences. In examples #10, #11, and #13, 
there is extra detail provided regarding the time when an action is occurring. This extra detail comes after 


mention of respective Doer and Direct Object as indicated. 


II. Verbal Sentence with Explicit Subject (Third Person) 


In Verbal Sentences using the third person conjugation please note the following rule: 


1. Ina [4.3 dle], the verb always appears in the singular form when the Subject [\¢¥] is explicitly 


mentioned, whether is single, dual or plural. 
2. Theverb is masculine if the doer is masculine, and the verb is feminine if the doer is feminine. 
Look at the examples below which exemplify this rule: 
kale De al oe Goll JU Gus a ab fat CIS YO SI Y Galt > 
: “Those who do not know say, "Why does Allah not speak to us or there come to us a sign?" 


Thus spoke those before them like their words.” (2:118) 


2 


aaa 


at 


ii SSS 3 galls piles 58 Out ale Bat ugle a 
él AS of 1558 AT ley oe 


“Said two men from those who feared upon whom Allah had bestowed favor, "Enter upon 


them through the gate, for when you have entered it, you will be predominant. And upon 
Allah rely, if you should be believers." ” (5:23) 


iii Olas V ASU os of eur ale WaT G A Ub ite 2 SAG gat AS 45 115 » 
4 Oye Vy 
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“And when it is said to them, "Follow what Allah has revealed," they say, "Rather, we will 
follow that which we found our fathers doing." Even though their fathers understood 
nothing, nor were they guided?” (2:170) 


Bea Sa a dap! eae CA) 2 GT a ea Se oe gy BR Ee gta Ay 5 8 
iv. AUS OLS aN be Ss rey gd VE FE ee ei Ob cadlllly 0 pL! I 5% Sp 
6 SS Re 


“TRemember] when the hypocrites and those in whose hearts was disease said, "Their religion has 
deluded those [Mushms]." But whoever relies upon Allah then indeed, Allah is Exalted in Might and 
Wise.” (8:49) 


4. Contrastthe above with these following examples of Verbal Sentences which have no explicit 


[je4] mentioned. You will note that the conjugated verb necessarily matches the 
corresponding pronoun. In example (i), please note that the implied [\¢¥] for the verb double 
underlined represents [te]. Specifically [le] refers to “wife of Nuh and the wife of Lit” from what 


is underlined. In example (ii), there are verbs with the implied pronoun [], but there are two 


a 


different implied [.\¢¥]. In this example, the verb [! 3) 8] refers to [-l, specifically from “And when it 


is said to them...”". The verbs [o ghia; yy and [o gehgs y both refer to [=] from “Even though their 


fathers.....” . 


e Z 
£02 4 4e 


“47 ° oor ~ 0 ¢ “a0 ae fr 08 oe Chae 2 =e 7 a7 0 e 
i. Usle oe gee Cor WIS bd Ol pals op Slat Ny AS ul) Ue UI Ge » 
Kel Oe GUT UST Ly Lee aT Ge gle Gs db LL SIU 
“Allah presents an example of those who disbelieved: the wife of Nth and the wife of Lut. 


They were under two of Our righteous servants but betrayed them, so those prophets did 
not avail them from Allah at all, and it was said, "Enter the Fire with those who 


enter."”’ (66:10) 


Z yaad PG So eS , oe ae Wg Os S io 27 ae 
iY SUT OS SUT ale Ea G Ae NIG UT UT Glas og) fs 1515 > 
a ee a a a 
6 Ogee Vy ES 0 shins 
“And when it is said to them, "Follow what Allah has revealed," they say, "Rather, we will 
follow that which we found our fathers doing." Even though their fathers understood 
nothing, nor were they guided?” (2:170) 


99 


Essentials of Qur’anic Arabic 


Ill. Identifying the Doer and Direct Object in Verbal Sentences 


In Verbal Sentences, the verb is followed directly by the Doer [Je] when mentioned explicitly, and then a 
Direct Object [4 a go] if applicable. Ina Verbal Sentence, the Doer is always Raf‘ while the Direct Object is 


always Nasb. One needs to be proficient in identifying these words, in order to properly understand the 


sentence in question. Please examine the following examples from the Qur’an. The [}¢¥] is red while the is 


[4 J pou] is blue. The verb is underlined with stripes. 


Examples from the Qur'an [ie 4l.>| 
. &. ee 3,513 58 al 34 LSA iaby 


“So they defeated them by petiviacion of Allah, and Dawid killed Jalit” (2:251). 


2, Bie MBPs Se) _ a4 
2. 1G! coal ae) C15 LIS 


“.,. Every time a nation enters, it will curse its sister..” (7:38) 


3. pathy] U Legh Ids hes Ga I » 


“They said: "Are you the one who has done this to our gods, Oh Ibrahim?” (21:62) 


4. donk op Gs +4 Uo aa raga JE al 34 oN ae Jib» 


“{Allah] said, "What prevented you from prostrating when I commanded you?" [Shaytan] said, "I am 
better than him. You created me from fire and created him from clay.” (7:12) 


ee 


5. &. 5 aiiiy at Bi) des U as Ly Ly» 


“And how many a creature carries not its provision. Allah provides for it and for you...” (29:60) 
IV. Transitive and Intransitive Verbs: (63) Jad\] & [stad Jaa] 
1. Transitive Verb (<i) bs! 


i. All transitive verbs act directly on an object [4 J pal, 


ii. The action is done directly to another thing. Examples are the following: He hit, He 
wrote, She is drinking. 
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2. Intransitive Verb [-)U' 2\] 


i. Intransitive verbs do not act directly on an object, and therefore do not take a [& J 5x4]. 


They can however act indirectly on an object through a Harf Jarr. 
ii. The action cannot be done directly to another thing. Examples are the following: He 
went, He sat, She is happy. 
iii. Intransitive verbs can be recognized by their association with a specific Harf Jarr. 


iv. Instead of taking a Direct Object [4% J pal, Intransitive verbs take an Indirect Object, 
which acts like a [4 J pea], The Indirect Object is essentially a Jarr Construction that is 


oa a 
associated with a respective Intransitive verb and is termed a [AlemS! 4.3]. 


v. Not all verbs that are associated with Harf Jarr are intransitive, as exceptions do exist. 


For example, the verb [4], which means to forgive is associated with a Harf [J] even 


though the verb is transitive. This verb is not used without the Harf Jarr when a direct 
object is mentioned. Please also note that Harf Jarr present within a Verbal Sentence 
need not be connected to the verb, and may be present as detail within the sentence. 


3. HarfJarr can change the meaning of Verbs 


Intransitive verbs [ajul j*i!] are associated with a specific Harf Jarr to derive a certain 


meaning. Some Verbs can be associated with different Harf Jarr particles to derive a 
different verbal meaning. The exact meaning of the verb can be determined froma 


classical dictionary such as the Hans Wehr Arabic Dictionary. 


Table 19: Examples of Verbs with an Associated Harf Jarr 


oe : to strike to bring 
to take awa 3 ps ioaye . to repent 
y through/in P 
to give an to accept 
to go toward S P 
example repentance 


to 
s mention/to to judge 
to come : ; 
give an between 
example 
| 
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Examples from the Qur'an 


1. Gabe fb dha, sally pee Cad! A ott oe R 


*...and if Allah had willed, He could have taken away their hearing and their sight. Indeed, Allah is 
over all things competent.” (2:20) 


2. els Cas 3) ogdt 1353 


“And [mention] the man of the fish, when he went off in anger...” (21:87) 


“TRemember] when He overwhelmed you with drowsiness [giving] security from Him and sent down 


upon you from the sky, rain by which to purify you and remove from you" the evil of Shaytan’ (8:11) 


a 3 
V. Indirect Object of an Intransitive Verb [Ao 4.5] 
In Verbal Sentences, an intransitive verb takes an Indirect Object that acts like a [& J pa], The Indirect 


Object is a Jarr Construction that is associated with a noun. This Jarr Construction is termed a [AlemJ! 4.4]. 


The literal meaning of the particle is dropped, and the verbal meaning is incorporated. 


Examples of Intransitive verbs and their Indirect Objects 
hits Pe By SOL eS 5, ET IB ASF 1515p 


“And when they come to you, they say, "We believe." But they have entered with disbelief, and they 
have certainly left with it.’ (5:61) 


Boy eye foe 2 At Soe a ee 2 Sor B02 |G 
2. pobeall j gill EUS ae Ney y ge AU 2)» 
“Allah being pleased with them, and they with Him. That is the great attainment.” (5:119) 
Z of oe we Bois aS 
3. <p il Ugly WIT Oy ol CTs » 
“Say, "We have believed in Allah and what has been revealed to us and what has been revealed to 


Ibrahim(2:136)”.. 


71 F 2 rae 2 zi . 7 : . 
Please note that the verb conjugation [Ls4] represents the Passive verb form, which has not been studied yet. Passive verbs are discussed in 


Lesson 11. 
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VI. Exceptions to Rules of Verb Conjugation: Broken Plurals 


In Verbal Sentences, when the Doer is a male, the male conjugation is used, and in cases of a female Doer, 
the female conjugation. In certain cases, however, the opposite is true, specifically when the Doer is a 


broken plural. There are a few cases in the Qur’an when this phenomenon occurs. It is not essential at this 
point to dwell on this principle of exception too much, as this is being mentioned here for completion.” If 
the Subject is a broken plural, the preceding verb can come in the form of singular of the opposite gender. 
Remember broken plurals can take opposite gender. Please remember that they are grammatically 
feminine singular. 


1 ¢ Lis 5h 28S 6 ot Ott ia, 


“The bedouins say, "We have believed." Say, You have not [yet] believed; but say, 'We have 
submitted,...”(49:14) 


“And women in the city said, "The wife of al-A‘ziz is seeking to seduce her slave boy...” (12:30) 


3. ¢ ngiledh PETIT CA 26 orate GUY Ie yp 


“.,.when the believing women come to you as emigrants, examine them...”’(60:10) 


3 


4. ale Sy oUBl og de GATT LS (Se ar WAS of GL) I 


“Their messengers said to them, "We are only men like you, but Allah confers favor upon whom He 
wills of His servants...”(14:11) 


72 3 7 é # 2 3 7 P 
This grammatical phenomenon is seen in the Qur’an and has rhetorical benefits. The masculine verb denotes the Doers as few in number, while 
the feminine verb denotes many Doers. 
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Lesson 10: The Verb of Command | PAu “ball, I‘rab of Verbs, 
Verbal Particles, and Verbs in the Future Tense 
I. The Verb of Command [ 5) jai) 


Verbs of Command have an important place with respect to Islamic Law since most commands in the 


Qur’an and Hadith reflect a religious obligation. This is similar to Verbs involved in “Forbidding” using the 


= 


Harf Jazm [Y]. Furthermore, the Command Tense is important with respect to supplication, or “du’a’. Any 


supplication directed towards Allah,,, is in the command form. Verbs of Command have their own unique 


conjugation, which will be discussed here. But the important prerequisite before learning them is that one 


should have learning the conjugation of Past and Present Tense verbs. 


A. Important points on Verbs of Command 


1. Verbs in the command tense do not take an I'rab, and are [.g-]. These verbs occur only in 





the second person. The conjugation rules are also unique for these verbs. 
2. Verbs can also go into the “command” tense when in the first or third person. But, this 


occurs due to a Harf where they take the I'rab of Jazm. Thus, these verbs in first and third 


person are not [S| and differ from the [ pu jeall of second person. 


3. The command tense can be identified on most verbs by the Alif they start with. Few verbs 
begin with an Alif that are not in the command tense.” 

4. Any "command" directed toward Allahy is really a request or a “du’a”. Any “command” 
directed to another person of the same hierarchy is a suggestion or recommendation. A 
“command” to someone of a lower hierarchy is acommand. 

5. For examples of verbs in command tense in the Qur'an, please refer to section on verbs in 


“80% of Qur’anic Vocabulary” (third middle column). 


i Verb families VII, VIII, IX, and X all begin with an Alif. They do not carry a Suktn at their end unlike Verbs of Command. 
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B. Rules for Conjugating Command Tense from Present Tense [¢ jeasSt Laat] 
1. Change the verb into [¢ 24] form specifically third person single masculine [Jae]. 
2. Replace the [s] with an Alif [!]. The Alif can only take either a Kasrah or Dammah, but not 


Fathah. 
3. The vowel on the middle letter on [¢ yao)! asst] is important. 


i. If verb has Dammah on the [¢ | letter, the [ pul pal i verb, if begins with a Alif witha 
Dammah on the added Alif and also on the [¢ | letter. 


ii. If the verb has Fathah on the [¢ ] letter, the beginning Alif takes a Kasrah and the [¢ | 
letter takes a Fathah. 

iii. If the verb has a Kasrah on the [¢ | letter, the beginning Alif takes a Kasrah and the 
[¢ ] letter also takes a Kasrah. 


A Sukun is placed on the last letter to obtain the singular masculine form. 
Conjugate as needed to the appropriate verb in terms of gender and plurality. 


a> 


6. The different conjugation schemes for [ Pail pally are shown below and on the next page. 


C. Conjugation of Command Verbs 


Table 20: Converting Verbs to the Command Tense [ pul eal] 


Make last letter 


Sakin (Suki) 
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Table 21a: Conjugation of Command Verbs [4931] and [Jatt] 
past / present 
| Lob 


masculine Yes! bes! 


masculine 


feminine 


Table 21b: Conjugation of Command Verbs = [a8] 
plural Dual single Verb examples 
past / present 
i 





Il. 'rab of Verbs: Some Important Principles 





Like nouns, all Present Tense Verbs la ja ‘all go into one of three I'rab. Past Tense verbs 
[eatall “ball and the Verbs of Command [ mi “peal do not go into any I'rab and are [5]. Like nouns, the 
default case for any [¢ peat “foal is the Raf state. One important difference with regards to I‘rab that has 


been mentioned is that |[¢ least jeall never go into Jarr state (instead they go into Jazm [ej]. For any 


Present Tense Verb in the Nasb or Jazm case, then know that there is a Harf acting on it. The Feminine 
Nun (third Person Feminine Plural) never changes in the Nasb or Jazm case unlike other plural 


conjugations. 
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A. Raf [25] - This is the default state of [¢ ‘jlcatadt “foal verbs. 


B. Nasb [=] 
1. There is a Fathah in place of the Dammah on single verbs. 
2. The Nun of dual, plural, and singular feminine 2nd person are cut off with the exception of 
the Feminine Nun, which never changes. 
3. Harf Nasb that act on verbs are listed below which we have already covered earlier in the 
section on Particles: [<> 13) ee J ou oJ of] 


C. Jazm [=] 


1. Inthis state, a Sukun is placed at the end of the Dammah on single verbs: 
[URE 5 Lae 5 Jat 
2. Similar to the Nasb state, the Nin of dual, plural, and singular feminine 2nd person are cut 
off. The exception is the Feminine Nun of plurality, which as previously stated never is cut 
off. 
3. TheJazm state is found in conditional statements, and in command/forbidding statements 
with Lam 


4. The Particles of Jazm are many, the most importantof which are the following: 


Gi) Bl ial eu [3 PDS POS) Ge) ah 


gable 22 - Verb Conjugation in Nasb and Jazm 
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Ill. Verbal Particles —- Harf Nasb and Harf Jazm 


A. Verbal Particles - HarfNasb 





Table 23: Harf Nasb on Verbs 


ery 9 ery Examples from the Qur’an 


@. a ipa of ou alt of de yd ey Ju 515) 
mas “And when Musa said to his people: Surely Allah commands you that you 
should sacrifice a cow..” (2:67) 


if 4 A g oe ° 2 - 0 g ° s a. 2 a 
ALA aig TSU) UG SLES Saad Oo) 
ill 
WIS DENEE | oN ever will yout relatives or your children benefit you; the Day of 


Resurrection. .” (60:3) 
ge ol Sil Ree SS, wilt Ge ill» 

pocnal “THe] who created death and life to test you, which of you is best in 

deeds’’.(67:2) 
so that ac we Phe JOR ce. € 

OS em SOSH 3S 15> 
“And let him share my task, That we may exalt You much”. (20: 32-33) 
&. | ele.t O) San oF pS PE SS la! OMG NS. a 


“And they will continue to fight you until they turn you back from your 
teligion if they are able.”’(2:217) 


B. HarfJazm and Conditional Particles 


In Arabic, there are specific particles that are used in conditional sentences or statements as were 


until 





previously mentioned. Common conditional particles that signal a conditional statement are 


particles such as [¢], [4], and [ol]. These particles specifically cause Jazm on Present Tense verb 


le jta0J! \adi] when it represents the condition and/or the response. Please see the examples on 


the following page for the Jazm particles of conditional statements. Even though the Jazm particles 


like [:], [4], and [of] act on Present tense verbs to mark a conditional statement, they are also 


commonly used with Past tense verbs in conditional statements. In cases when the response 
particle is not a [¢ lest al], the particle [~] is typically used to mark the response [2°! Gl >]. 


The [b's \1 >] can be a past tense verb, noun phrase, Verb of Command, etc. 
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C. HarfJazm on Verbs 


Table 24: Harf Jazm on Verbs 


er! 25> Examples from the Qur’an 
“8 te a | fo 87 ae “2 2 OL ee ad 
3g SST ps Ce Syl AUT SGT Le Seer od 
A past negation se 2 Jj , * . AIP 
“and whoever does not judge by what Allah has revealed, then it is those who 
are the disbelievers.” (5:44) 


3, oS 3 3 a 
iG foe 
not yet 4g eee me Jr ey 
““.. for faith has not yet entered your hearts..” (49:14) 


wie yr G we Rs Be ete 8 Zo Tor 0 
Interrogative €.. p20 I glord| Eble a al ol oles wl » 
of [vs] “Do you not know that to Allah belongs the dominion of the heavens and the 
earth?...” (5:40) 


oe 8 -7 0 o {08 
Lam of Aor or daw 9 344) > 
es “Let a man of wealth spend from his wealth...” (65:7) 
Lam of dg Pe Uy ls Uy ro is ails ale rite ee ee 
Forbidding | “...but when you fear for him, cast him into the river and do not fear and do not 
grieve...” (28:7) 


oe a << 3F no pA 8 ae 
a > Us all ee 
if (condition) oo te Us al pS ne “ » 
“Tf Allah should aid you, no one can overcome you..”3:160) 
a it Meee hee Wee Sag a 8” Pe ee ae ae 

What/Thar | (22 Oster’ ly AUT Of all cue 2 yd pe oy al | goddd La'y,.d 

(condition) “...and whatever good you put forward for yourselves - you will find it with 

Allah. Indeed, Allah of what you do, is Seeing.” (2:110) 


“J 40 ¥2 4 # oe x o Sov 
Who [oes Ga eee ea 
(condition) “Whoever Allah wants for him good, He will give him understanding in the 


29 


os 74 
Religion. 


wa a Bt, otto § or 88 08° of be Ve wf, 
ie GbOeee oy gb BT hy Spell ST 1 SS lp 
(condition) “Wherever you may be, death will overtake you, even if you should be within 
towers of lofty construction...” (4:78) 





e Sahih al- Bukhari, Chapter on Knowledge : Ar) wS , subheading before Hadith #68. In this Hadith, the [:.] affects two verbs, the verb, which is 
part of the condition [2] , and the verb that follows the condition [Lai Gye]. The sign of Jazm is shown on both verbs by the Suktn at the end. 


109 


Essentials of Qur’anic Arabic 


D. Command Tense for Third/First Person - The Lam of Command/Du’a 


The Lam of Command/D’ta [J]” is a Harf Jazm which acts only on verbs in the first person and third 


person. It behaves in similar in function to [U! .Jad!]. It has the meaning of “should” or "must". An 


example is shown in the Table 24 (fourth row) on the preceding page. This is identical to what occurs at 
the ending ina second person verb in the command state except the following: 

i. There is a Lam before the verb. 

ii. | Second person command tense does not have I'rab like past tense verbs, as what was 


covered before. 


In the Qur’an, the Lam of command is usually preceded by a [3] or a [4] and this causes the Lam to 


take a Sukin. Let us look at the following example from Strah Kahf. 


0 (el BBA We he EA So Boe LS 3 
“*...0 whoever hopes for the meeting with His Lord, then let him work righteous deeds and associate 
none as a partner in the worship of His Lord”. (18:110) 


E. Lam of Emphasis [5733 +] 

It is important to distinguish this from the Lam of Emphasis [45° au], which does not cause a 
change in I‘rab and is not a Harf Jazm. It functions to cause a more emphatic meaning like "must" or 
"need to". This Lam of Emphasis often comes with a Nun at the end of the verb. This Lam can 
also act on particles and noun for emphasis. Please look at the following examples using the Lam of 
Emphasis. 

ee Doh 8S ae GB 
Lh yd SO! ALT UL Gp 


“And We certainly know that among you are those that are denies’”’(69:49) 


i ddl Ge SEG SEAS at o> 


..If you do not desist, we will surely stone you, and there will surely touch you, from us, a 
ta punishment.”’(36:18) 


iii. are Peon ROUAPIE: 
“They said, "Are you indeed Yusuf ?...” (12:90) 


m Please note that there are different types of Lam in Arabic Grammar; these also include Lam of emphasis (Tawkid), Lam as a Harf Jarr, Lamas a 
Harf Nasb on verbs (known as Lam Ta'lil). 
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F. La of Forbidding [4¢3) Y] 
This Harf Jazm functions similar to [aul joa but in forbidding an action. It typically denotes 


religious prohibitions in the Qur’an and Hadith. Unlike [ Pall Jaalt], it can act on the third person and 


the first person. This however is not that common as it is mainly found acting on the second person. 
This La needs to be distinguished from the La of Negation, which does not cause any change in I'rab, 
and can act on verbs and nouns. 


i <b Sy AKligel iste Y 1 oT eullt cat yy 


“Oh you who have believed, do not consume one another's wealth unjustly...” (4:29) 


He Cue BST O'S oe ol Ge AIST OBIT Lee Y p 


“Let not believers take disbelievers as allies rather than believers...” 6:28) 


G. La of Negation el ey] 


This La is not a Harf Jazm, and functions in general negation for verbs and nouns. 


i. V5 JME i J VG EU GIG Ue Le Le Be eerancie. 
GO ya 


“And fear a Day when no soul will suffice for another soul at all, nor will intercession be accepted 
from it, nor will compensation be taken from it, nor will they be aided.” (2:48) 


ii. Gosia pa Uy pale Gp Epa Oe 188 all 5 
“Indeed, those who have said, "Our Lord is Allah ," and then remained on a right course - there will 
be no fear concerning them, nor will they grieve.” (46:13) 


IV. Future Tense [Jia] 


The normal present tense state can also be used for “future” tense based on context. A definitive way to 
express the future tense is by adding the following particles in front of the present tense verb. There are 


two particles, whichare used to specify the future tense, [_»] and [’s]. Both are placed in fromof a 


é sled cer having no effect on its I'rab. The [.»] specifies the near future while ['s~] specifies the 


distant future. 
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I will learn. 


eae x 2 * Fag ee ete Se 





He is memorizing the Qur’an. He will memorize the Qur’an Insha Allah . 


Examples from the Qur’an 
1. 60 golxi '. US ~ OU gel 3". US » 


“By no means, you all will know, Again by no means, you all will know”’. (102:3-4) 


goo 7 6 2 8 og a gar seria Z G \2 ee ae ge -ep 
2. Ud Gel SOUT GS be oa ol pg ESL I lees aT GT > 
2# : 
6)! 
“But those who believe and do righteous deeds - We will admit them to gardens beneath which rivers 


flow, wherein they abide forever. For them therein are purified spouses, and We will admit them to 


deepening shade.”(4:57) 


Fees 
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Lesson 11: The Passive Verb [Js¢% Jad], The Doer Noun 
[Jes! I], The Passive Noun (J pal «~!], the Verbal Noun 


[ yeasty, and using an Arabic Dictionary 


I. The Passive Verb Tense [J ses!) [di] 
So far, we have studied the active tense of Past and Present/Future tense verbs. We willnow — examine 


the Passive Tense [J prs +3]. Please note that the basic conjugation patterns that have been studied for 
the Past and Present Tenses do not change. All what changes is the vowel on the [2] and/or [¢] letter. 
The hallmark of a Verbal Sentence with a Passive Verb is that it lacks a Doer [Jews]. Instead of a Doer, the 


Passive Verb has a Deputy Doer or [jeW! Su]. This essentially is the thing that the verb is acting upon. 


The Deputy Doer is always present, whether implied or explicitly mentioned in a Verbal Sentence with a 
Passive Verb. The Deputy Doer always takes the case of Raf‘. The conjugation of the Deputy Doer has to 
match that of the verb similar to the Doer in terms of gender and_plurality. Please note that certain 
verbs cannot take the Passive Tense. For example for the verb “to sit”, you cannot say “it is being sit”, or “it 


was Sat”. 


A. Passive Past Tense [/|.'] 


It is easier to remember the phonetic sound “oo ee” that Passive Past Tense verbs start 
with. The first two vowels are fixed as a Dammah on the [2] and a Kasrah on the le J. 


The remaining morphology is unchanged. 


serve! golall Jaali 





He helped. He was helped. 
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Other conjugations: 





You helped. You were helped. 


B. Passive Present Tense (ee 


The Present Passive tense begins with the “oo - aa” sound (with a slight pause due to a 
Sukun in the middle). The first letter preceding the [2] letter carries a Dammah (versus a 


Fathah). The [¢ | letter carries a Fathah, which sometimes may occur on the active tense since 


the [¢ ] vowel can vary. 


Speed ¢ sluaell Jal 





You ate helping, 


C. Examples of Passive Verbs in the Qur’an 


1, gags OLLI Gh § Re ie OF AUT oy 
“And Allah wants to lighten for you [your difficulties]; and mankind was created weak.” (4:28) 
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2, clamll 15150 pat Cassell 131, O Gb OS ob O LL oF » 
cial 


“And when the girl buried alive is asked, For what sin she was killed, And when the pages are made 
public, And when the sky is stripped away..”(81:8-11) 


C Sho 78 te BO rot * a 2 Ase - Oe ie a 
3. G09 R85 Y oSTy clot by Sly abl foe 3 [oe Coad Nl gi p 
“And do not say about those who are killed in the way of Allah, "They are dead." Rather, they are 
alive, but you perceive not.”(2:15 


II. The Verbal Doer Pattern (5! 1] 


In Arabic, there are several important categories of nouns that are directly derived from verbs 


i ~~]. One of these nouns is termed a Verbal Doer or [, |! ~~]. This is different from the Doer [ |>¥] 
that we have studied thus far. The difference is that the [|e ~~] has a specific morphology and a specific 
grammatical function. In terms of morphology, it is on the stem of Lieu}. In terms of meaning, each 


[jet ~~] is inherently connected to it being a Doer of a specific verb. These category of noun can take the 


sound plural pattern that was discussed in the early lessons of this book. Depending on the specific 


[beta ~~], they may also take a broken plural. 


Table 25: The Verbal Doer Pattern [JW! —~!] 


Vetb Verbal Doer 


syle 


a worshiper 


ree 
a helper 


we 


one with knowledge 
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Other conjugations: 
cule ale 
a wotshiper a female wotshiper 
Sue 


worshipers 


on Os aS 


disbelievers 


a disbeliever 





Examples from the Qur'an: 
© Goble, pull Balt, Ey YH oT, GAT oy 
EIT, GGG ey Sata) cot alls Gn pbealls clistally 
SILT us alt SS AO Ur esippeerpic: raippoicunipscec rip 
Gada \arby oak 4) ALT Sef 


“Indeed, the Muslim men and Muslim women, the believing men and believing women, the obedient 


Ne 


men and obedient women, the truthful men and truthful women, the patient men and patient 
women, the humble men and humble women, the charitable men and charitable women, the fasting 
men and fastine women, the men who guard their private parts and the women who do so, and the 
men who remember Allah often and the women who do so - for them Allah has prepared 


forgiveness and a great reward.” (33:35) ° 


Ill. The Passive Noun Pattern [J 44) 1] 


Passive Nouns similar to [JsWi @!] are also derived from verbs. They specify something that is a 
recipient of an action. Similar to the Verbal Doer, these nouns also take the sound plural pattern. They have 


a specific morphology based on the [J pe] stem and always begin with the letter [a]. 


7 In this ayah, thereare [ |et\ i] that were not highlighted such as [+] ,[-~], and [3°] that are of Verb Families II and higher. These verb 


families are discussed in the next two chapters are have a different morphology. 
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Table 26: Passive Noun Pattern [J pal ~!] 


Verb Passive Noun 


One that is killed 





Other conjugations: 
ry 


ee Bee 
De al oa 


one who is helped a female who is helped 


foe 


persons who are helped 





Examples from the Qur’an: 


Re eee 


“And He made them like eaten straw.” (105:5) 


2. degler 85, a4) ids!» 


“Those will have a provision determined.”(37:41) 


77 ‘ : £95) se Beg F . 
Please note the [_}«3] pattern is less common patternthat some [J ,+4\! |] take. Please note that a similar pattern on this stem can be found in 


superlative words suchas the following: [#I/lel/[L], etc. 
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IV. The Verbal Noun [21] 
This noun essentially functions as a verb in the infinitive sense, not confined to a specific time or tense 


(past, present, or future). Examples of verbal nouns in English include words such as knowledge, murder, 


disbelief, and help. Unlike [|e I] and [J gall el], the verbal noun is not considered a derived noun 
[poke «~!] even though it has a binding relationship with its root verb. It also unlike the previously 


mentioned nouns has several different patterns on the [|] stem. Similar to broken plurals, there is no 


specific pattern of verbal noun that belongs to a respective verb root (Family I). Please note that the 
Masdars of high-yield verbs in “80% of Qur’anic Vocabulary” are listed on the last column on the left (pgs. 
15-33). Please note that there are about thirty different Verbal Noun patterns for Verb I roots. Fortunately, 
there is a few that more common than the rest, which are detailed below in Table 27. Memorizing the 


Masdars for common verbs will facilitate learning the language. The most common Verbal Noun pattern is 


of the Lf] pattern like Le) or [~~]. Other common patterns are on [J] and [3] as in C35] and [He]. 


Table 27: Common Verbal Noun Pattern 





Examples from the Qur'an: 
1 6. 2)Ty SILT gle 8 © 5 Rasy were ley apy ULB WT Oy SL Tp 


“Those who remember Allah while standing or sitting or [lying] on their sides and give thought to the 
creation of the heavens and the earth...” (3:191) 
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2. dings Sew Whe ING UIE pac Ebb. 


“.But when he came to them with clear evidences, they said, "This is obvious magic."”’.(61:6) 


V. Using Arabic Dictionaries” 


Using an Arabic Dictionary is an essential component in Arabic learning since Arabic has a very deep and 
rich vocabulary. Furthermore, as you already should have noted, most Arabic words are related and/or 
derived from a certain root verb or Masdar. It helps greatly in acquainting oneself with the root words ora 
word that is being learned or memorized. Most dictionaries of Classical Arabic are arranged by the Arabic 
root. Most dictionaries related to conversational Arabic are arranged purely alphabetically. This allows the 
student to connect one word to many other words of a similar meaning and relationship. Furthermore, the 
vocabulary that is learned is more effectively applied and organized. The past few years has seen the 
appearance of numerous resources online for Arabic students, both in English and Arabic, and has included 
online dictionaries. Despite the ease of the internet and search engines, using a dictionary in the traditional 


way (by the book) is still the more effective method for memorizing vocabulary. 
A. Hans Wehr and other Classical Arabic Dictionaries 


It is our opinion that the best dictionary to use for the Arabic student is Hans Wehr”. Its organization 
by root verbs, accurate and easy language, and its size altogether make it more useful than other 
dictionaries in its class. Please note that the most detailed Arabic dictionary in English is the eight- 
volume work, Lane's Lexicon. It is more detailed and comprehensive, but it is huge, and thus of less 
utility to the novice student. For those who do wish to obtain a more in-depth meaning than Hans 
Wehr, Lane’s Lexicon is the dictionary to use. Fortunately, it is now available for free with an index for 


80 


root verbs for easy navigation.” For in-depth Qur’anic study, it is best to use a classical “Arabic-Arabic 


dictionary” such as [yal Obed] which is available online” and/or a classical Tafsir. Nonetheless, the 


Hans Wehr Dictionary does offer meanings that are for the most part in keeping with classical 


definitions. The Hans Wehr dictionary is available in a pdf version that can be found online. A new 


my The dictionaries in this book that are discussed are best for Qur’anic Arabic versus those that are best for conversational Arabic 
is Arabic- English Dictionary: The Hans Wehr Dictionary, by Hans Wehr, Edited by J. Milton Cowan, 4" edition, 1994. ISBN 0879500034 


i Lane’s Lexicon, An Arabic-English Lexicon, Volumes 1-8, by Edward W. Lane published by Librairie du Liban, 1968, available for free online at 
http: //www.tyndalearchive.com/tabs /lane/ since the older eight volume edition is out of copyright. 


" The dictionary [~74) SL] by Ibn Manztr (711 A.H.) is among the best-known and most comprehensive dictionaries ofthe Arabic language 


encompassing 20 volumes. 


The website [ye eeu] at <www.baheth.info/> contains this and other Classical Arabic-Arabic dictionaries. 
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online search engine, Arabic Almanac” has now made it very easy to access the knowledge contained 
within both Hans Wehr and Lane’s Lexicon. It was just a few years ago that both these resources were 


available only textbook form. 


B. Word Search using the Hans Wehr Dictionary 
1. Search word by the Arabic alphabet of its root word. Remember the Arabic alphabet 


otherwise, the search will be cumbersome and time consuming. 


2. Determining the three-letter root word/root verb. This will require practice in many 


cases, especially in cases of long words, or words derived from the higher verb families. 


3. Letus practice by looking up the verb [lF] . Page 122 shows a page from Hans Wehr that 


defines the verb [ele]. We see the following entry in the dictionary: 


@ ele (alima) “a” (ilm) to know. 
Here the verb is transliterated in its past tense Family I form. The term “ilm” represents it the 


Masdar of the verb. The “a” represents the Fathah vowel present in its [¢ jae]. A Kasrah would be 


represented by “i”, while a Dammah would bea“u’”. This is the same format for all other verbs. Any 


Arabic word using these letters [ete] will be defined afterwards. As you look in the entry for 


[ls (a‘lima)], you will note various Roman numerals. These actually represent the various “higher” 


Verb Families that are derived from the three-letter root verb. You see the following: 
e II toteach.......... IV to let know......V to learn, study...... X to inquire... 
These Roman Numerals represent the Verb Families II through X. Each verb root only has certain 


higher verb families derived that are used in the language. The next entry after the verb [ete] is the 
noun [el¢] ‘ilm. We see after it the following: 
e (pl. ‘ulim ¢ 5) science 


This represents the plural of the noun [Le]. 


83 

The Arabic Almanac (Version 1.7) is available for free download from the website <http: //ejtaal.net/m/aa/> is a search engine which enables the 
Arabic student to access the knowledge contained within Lane’s Lexicon, Hans Wehr, and the Arabic English Dictionary by J.G. Hava. By simply 
inputting a verb root in either Arabic or English, the student has simultaneous access to these three classical dictionaries. 
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4. Looking up a Root with a vowel or a “weak letter” 
Even though the Irregular Verbs are not discussed much in this volume, and more thoroughly in 


the Second Volume, it is important for the student to be acquainted with Irregular verbs. For 


example, the following verbs are all Irregular and have one vowel letter: (% / 3 / Je |. Recall that 


irregular verbs have in their root word one of the following letters: 


[ / / i [| @  /  4}. Let us look up the verb [3]. The root letters are not [le], but are 


[s©5]. Often in the Irregular verbs the [!] or [¢] can represent a different root letter. For example, 
for the verb [J], the root verb letters are actually [J]. On page 123, we see the entry for [5¢5]. 
e@ (983 and 63 (£3 daa a (s\62 dua’) to call; 
..To summon ( or ¢ .0.).....; to invite, ask to come (d)...)... 
.....to invoke God against s.o.), call down evil, invoke evil (.4¢ upon s.0.) 


As you look through this definition for [©5], you will notice that there are several Harf Jarr that are 


associated with a specific shade of meaning from the original “to call”. Please note the even though 
this verb is transitive, a specific Harf Jarr can cause a change in its ultimate meaning. For example 


using the Harf [J] with this verb causes the meaning to change to “invoking God against” versus 
“calling”. 
. Word Search Using Lane’s Lexicon 

Similar to Hans Wehr, the Lane’s Lexicon is used by using the three-letter root. The meanings 
that this dictionary provides are much more detailed and thorough. It often references its meanings 


with sentence examples, specifically how the word is used in an Arabic sentence. Please see the 


entry for [ele] on page 124. You will see that compared to Hans Wehr, the information provided on 


the Verb I form [wF] is more in-depth and many more examples are given. Nonetheless, the Hans 


Wehr Dictionary is more suitable for the beginner and more than adequate for the intermediate 


student. 
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Page from the Hans Wehr Dictionary 


aa ita'liga pl. -dt, GJjlis ta’dlig* 
marginal note, annotation, note, gloss, 
scholinm 


gis ta‘allug attachment, devotion 
{w to), affection (~ for); linkage, con- 
nection, relationship (» with) 


gia. mu‘allig commentator (radio, press) 


Ginx. mu‘allag suspended, hanging; in 
suspense, in abeyance, pending, un- 
decided; hinging (~ on); depending, 
dependent, conditional {~ or fe on), 
conditioned ( or fe by) | pix» (jer) 
suspension bridge; ji. —l.- suspense 
account; dil.. 1,44 suspension rail- 
ways; iii. vL.. pending questions; 
w salu. «at, (ragbatuhi) his desire is 
directed toward ... 

aal.. mu‘allaga pl. -dé placard, poster, 
bill; oli4Lt! the oldest collection of 
complete ancient Arabic kasidas 


Gia muia‘allig attached, devoted 
(w to); connected (~ with), related, 
pertaining (~ to), concerning (— 5.0. 
or s.th.) | << jl. (bi-hubdshi) affection- 
ately attached to s.o.; clai. «. depending 
on s.0. or s.th., pertaining 
authority 


to s.0.’s 


prate ‘algam pl. p3> “aldgim* colocynth (bot.) i 


potball Gis to taste bitterness, suffer 
annoyance, vexation, chicanery or tor- 
ments (>. from) 


tile ‘alaka u i (‘alk) to chew, champ (a s.tit., 


esp. cle the bit, of a horse) 
tile “ilk mastic 


‘alima a (‘slm) to know (~ or a, « 8.0., 
s.th.), have knowledge, be cognizant, be 
aware (~ or » of s.th.), be informed 
(~ or a about or of s.th.), be familiar, 
be acquainted (~ or a with s.th.); to 
perceive, discern ( or « 8.th.), find out 
(~ or « about s.th., |. from), learn, 
come to know (wv or a s.th. or about 


635 


gle 


s.th., 5. from); to distinguish, differen- 
tiate (2 s.th. from) II to teach (. » or 
a e 8.0. s.th.), instruct, brief (4 « or 
a « 8.0. in 8.th.); to train, school, educate 
(« 8.0.); to designate, mark, earmark, 
provide with a distinctive mark (Je 
a.th.); to put a mark (Je on) IV to let 
(» s.0.) know {.\ or « s.th. or about s.th.), 
tell ( or a « 8.0. about), notify, advise, 
apprise, inform (  e« or # e« 8.0. of or 
about s.th.), acquaint ( e« or a « 8.0. 
with) V to learn, study (* s8.th.); to 
know ({» s.th.) X to inquire (;. « or 
a « of s.o. about), ask, query (35° » or 
a e 8.0. about), inform 0.8. (j « OF » e 
through s.o. about), gather information 
(Ge « or a « from s.o. about) 


J ‘iim knowledge, learning, lore; 
cognizance, acquaintance; information; 
cognition, intellection, perception, knowl- 
edge; (pl. ¢yle “uldm) science; pl. ¢ glial 
the (natural) sciences | %, (le ‘siman 
wa-‘amalan theoretically and practically; 
ade § 3XJ (ii-yakun) be it known to 
him, may he know, for his information; 
w Pl fe Se oS (t&@mm) to know s.th. 
inside out, be thoroughly familiar with 
s.th.; to have full cognizance of s.th.; 
elt! de bacteriology; gla-Y! Je sociol- 
ogy; ~LLI arithmetic; 5\,1-1 *s. al- 
haydh biology; oi do.; Sl,t1 Je “s. 
al-hayawdn zoology; GX+Y!\ Je ethics; 
ala de "*¢. adg-darrdt nuclear physics; 
are) Je “s. at-tarbiya pedagogy; amnnall Pog 
*s. as-sthha hygiene; —!,.\ e= phonetics ; 
Goll ‘t. al-ma‘ddin mineralogy; 
zai ‘é. al-luga lexicography; © UJI 
“t. an-nabdtat botany; _,-iJl *$. an-nafs 
psychology; sLacY! Walb, "és. w. al- 
a‘d@” physiology; uJ fdleb ‘ilm 
student; ¢ roidl 25S kulliyat al-"u. the 
Faculty of Science of the Egyptian 
University 


ustle ‘simi scientific; erudite (book); 
learned (society) 





Adapted from page 635 from Third edition of “Hans Webr:_A Dictionary of Modern Written Arabic”. 
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Page from the Hans Wehr Dictionary 


(seo and ¢5) les dad u (les dud’) to call 
(« 8.0.); to summon (~ or o 8.0.), call or 
send for 8.0. (~ or «); to call up (« 8.0., fI, 
J for); to call upon 8.0. (+), appeal to s.o. 
{e) for s.th. or ‘to do s.th. (J, dl), invite, 
urge (J, J! « s.o. to do s.th.); to invite, 
ask to come (,f/ « 8.0. to; e.g., to a ban- 
quet); to move, induce, prompt (J, U/ « 
s.o. to do s.th.), prevail (J, Ul « on s.o. 
to do s.th.); to call (WU, a « 8.0. by a 
name), name (W, « « 5.0. so and so), pass.: 
> du‘iya to be called, be named; to 
invoke (4! God = to pray to); to wish 
(3 8.0.) well, bless (J s.0.; properly: to 
invoke God in favor of s.o.), invoke a 
blessing (~) upon s.o. (J), pray (~ for 
s.th., J on behalf of s.o.), implore (~ J 
for s.o. s.th.); to curse ( fe s.0.; properly: 
to invoke God against s.o.), call down 
evil, invoke evil (Je upon s.0.); to 
propagate, propagandize (J s.th.), make 
propaganda, make publicity (J for); to 
demand, require (J! s.th.), call for (JI); 
to call forth, bring about, cause, provoke, 
occasion (fi s.th.), give rise (JI to) | > 
fie Ww (du‘iya) to be summoned, be 
called into session (parliament); JI ¢> 
Tl je du‘iya ila hamli s-siladh to be 
called up for military service, be called to 
the colors; ... e+ j=) (yud'd) a man 
called ..., a man by the name of...; 
cpeall Sys J les (f2li L‘umr) he wished 
him a long life III to challenge (s s.0.); 
to pick a quarrel (» with); to proceed 
judicially (» against), prosecute (o 8.0.) 
VI to challenge each other, call each 


Adapted from page 282 from Third edition of “Hans Wehr: A Dictionary of Modern Written Arabic”. 
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Page from Lane’s Lexicon 


ws 


1. “4216, aor. <, inf. n. she, He knew it; or 
he mas, or became, acquainted with it ; syn. 
aye: (§,K:) or he knew it (45,6) truly, or 
certainly: (B, TA:) by what is said above, and 
by what is — said in the K, al and 


HS yag)\ an and jynsil are made to have one meaning; 
and this is nearly what is said by most of the 
lexicologists : but most of the critics discriminate 
every one of these from the others; and asl, 
accord. to them, denotes the highest quality, be- 
cause it is that which they allow to be an attri- 
bute of God ; whereas they did not say (that He 


is} Sy, in the most correct language, nor ze: 


(TA :) [respecting other differences between as! 
and dag, the former of which is more general 
in signification than the latter, sce the first para- 
graph of art. 3,6: much might be added to what 
is there stated on that subject, and in explanation , 
of all, from the TA, but cay without contro- 
versy :} or jhe signifies A %) {i.e. he knew a 
thing, intuitively, and | inferentially, as expl. i in the 
Mgb in art. ¢ 42); ses! being syn. with Cell; 


but it occurs with the meaning of Bw, like as 
45 aI occurs with the meaning of cial, each 
being made to import the meaning of the other ” 


because each is preceded by ignorance [when 
not attributed to God}: Zuhcyr says, [in his 


Mo’allakah, } 
° aS iy 25! she Zit, ‘ 
: gh gi bode bo 5 ' 


rie is a phrase used in the place of Cwele {as 
meaning J knew, or, emphatically, J know, that | 
such @ one was, or is, going Forth; ; adding, [how- 
for GE Ove i 
ever,}] when it is said to thee, rai Woes yy! mr 
[Know thou that Zeyd is going forth], thou sayest 


- @. 


cole wo (lit. J have a, cape) i do know); 


but when it is said, oe 1a} par y 


not say, aelad J v5; (S:) accord. to 1B, these |’ 
two verbs are not used as syn. except in the 
imperative forms: (TA :) fed ~ we and 
¥ 2.)a5 are syn. as signifying aca [app. mean- 
ing he knew, or learned, the case, or affair, 
soundly, thoroughly, or well: sce art. ¢y@5: but I 
think it not improbable, though I do not find it |. 
in any copy of the K, that the right reoding may 


5, thou dost 


be ail, which is syn. with aa; an explanation |. 
of as in the Mgb, as mentioned above, being |. 


i535). (K, TA.) And arom! ¥ 4.Jla3_ means 
agehé [ie AU knew him; &e.}. (8, K.)— 


me 2 @ + 


role [lit J knew his knowledge, or what 


he knew, app. meaning J tried, proved, or tested, 
him, and so knew what he knew; and hence I 
knew his case or state or condition, or his qualities;} | 
is a phrase mentioned by Fr in explanation of |: 
ad he (TA yoos ws q.¥. See also the expla- 
nation of Dyin Cnt’, in the first paragraph of 
art. syle : cand sce Wprde Igieé, in OFt.. ppb.) ame 
Exes is also used in the manner of a verb sig- 
nifying swearing, or asseveration, 80 as to have a | 
similar complement ; as in the saying, 


Sete Cyd Saghe als 


= sole wily a 


Adapted from pages 423 and 424 from Volume 5 of “Arabic —English Lexicon” (1968) by Edward W. Lane. 
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D. Other Important Qur’anic Arabic References in English 


It is important for the novice student not to overwhelm themselves with the numerous resources and 


books available on Arabic learning. It is important to adhere to one primary resource or Arabic curriculum, 


and take to its finale. It is far more effective to learn the grammar and vocabulary well presented here than 


to go tangentially into other areas prematurely. Nonetheless, when the need arises such as when finishes 


the text, one can explore the resources for better understanding. 


1. 


Lane's Lexicon: Arabic-English Lexicon- 2 Volumes™: This is the most comprehensive Arabic 
dictionary in English and is the result of more than thirty years of research. 

Dictionary of the Holy Qur'an, Abdul Mannan Omar” This is an excellent dictionary, which gives 
detailed definitions of root words based on several classical works. 

The Quranic Arabic Corpus at <http://corpus.guran.com/>: This is the most comprehensive 
website on Qur’anic grammar in English. As one goes forward in Qur’anic Arabic studies, this 
website is a great tool in studying Qur’anic Grammar. 


Open Burhan, at <http://www.openburhan.com/>: This is an excellent search engine for 


Qur’anic studies and verb roots. The author, however does not agree with website including 


Qur’anic commentary from some very questionable sources. 





This dictionary is the most comprehensive Arabic-English dictionary of the Qur’an, and based 
on Classical Arabic Dictionaries and Qur’anic commentaries. 

Bayyinah Institute Tafsir Podcast at <http://bayyinah.com/podcast>: This is an excellent 
initiative by Ustadh Nouman Ali Khan and Sheikh Abdul-Nasir Jungda to explain the Qur'anic 
ayah by ayah in great detail and depth. This Tafsir series places much focus on the Qur’an's 
eloquence and its inimitable grammar. There is much that is expounded upon of the Qur’an 
from several classical Tafsirs of the past and there is also excellent commentary with respect to 
contemporary issues. Another aspect that is unique to this Tafsir series is explaining the 


cohesiveness of the Qur’an, Surah by Surah , and ayah by ayah. 


E.W. Lane. Islamic Texts Society (1992) Cambridge, UK. ISBN 0946621039. at “http://www.laneslexicon.co.uk” 


85 


work is good. 
86 


Noor Foundation International. (2010), ISBN 0976697289. Please note that the author was known to be of the Qadiani sect and etel 4 but the 


Koninklijke Brill NV (2008), Leiden, The Netherlands. ISBN 9789004149489. 
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Lesson 12: Verb Families IL, II, and TV ~ 4d 4a ol) Soult Jaa 


In review of the categorization and division of verbs, keep in mind that we are focusing on the three- 


letter roots [2 eal], which constitute the vast majority of verbs. From each three-letter verb root, there 


can be theoretically up to ten or more derived verb families, for which we are using the Roman numeral 


designation. We have already studied in-depth Verb family I [>on 2) “fall in the past three lessons. We 


have studied their conjugations in the past, present, future, command, and passive tenses. We have also 
looked at verb-like nouns that stem from all respective verbs such as the verbal noun, verbal doer, and the 
passive noun. We have also examined particles that affect verbs and the rules that govern Verbal Sentences. 
All these grammatical points relative to verbs should be learned well before discussing the higher verb 
families. These higher verb families have more than three letters in its third person male single past tense 
form (Verb Families II through X). Please note that we will also continue to shy away from discussing the 


Irregular verbs of the higher families just like those of Verb Family I, and leave that topic to Volume 2. 


I. Review of Verb Family I Conjugations 


Table 28: [2 ) Se! (Jaali] 
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A. Diagram of Verb Families I through X 


VIII Vv 
Vil VI 


B. Relation of Verb families to its Family 1 Root Verb [> peal Sul aall 

All of the higher verb families (II through X) are related to its Root three-letter Verb (Family I) in 
some way in terms of meaning. These higher Verb families that are derived from a respective three- 
letter root give rise to a number of nouns directly or indirectly related in terms of meaning. This is one 
important reason to pay close attention to nouns and their verb roots, as there are so many words that 
are connected with one-another. 

Please also note that for any root verb, there can be ten forms derived theoretically from Verb Family 


II through Family X. In reality, however, there are only some specific verb families that exist for any 


particular Family I Verb in the Arabic language. For example the verb [oF] derives verb families II, IV, 
V, and X, but not the rest. The verb [oh] derives all higher families except VII and IX. In fact, some 


verbs may not even be used in their Family I [2°44] form. For example, the word [+ 55] is derived from 
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the verb root [ys]. But this form [,+<] is not used in Arabic, instead the Family II form is used [j++]. 


The sure way to determine which verb forms exist of the particular verb root is to verify by a 
standard dictionary like Hans Wehr. The Roman Numerals, which denote these verb families were 
originally designated by Orientalists. They are very helpful in notation of verb families, perhaps more 
than the traditional notation of using the Verbal Noun to identify the Verb Families. The author prefers 


using the Roman numeral classification due to its ease of notation. 


I. Verb Family I [(\35/(34) 


Verb Family II along with Family IV are the most frequently found higher verb families in the Qur'an. In 
terms of meaning with respect to the Verb I form, the Verb II form is usually the intensive meaning, or the 


action done onto others. Thus, this formis generally transitive or [stata]. For example, LI] means “to 
kill”, but its Verb II Family derivative [3 means “to massacre”. The verb (Gi means “to go down” and is 
intransitive. Its Verb Family II derivative [Js] means “to send down”. Yet a third example of Family II 
meaning and its relation to its root verb can be seen with the verb [=], which means to know. The Family 
II verb [se] means to “apply knowing on others” or simply “to teach”. The present tense of [we] would be 


[Ws]. Unlike in the Verb I Family, there is no variability of vowels in the past or present tense. In order to 


conjugate the appropriate gender and number in the past or present tense, we of its conjugations: 


gale > They (men) taught. 
O gale; > They (men) teach. 


are > I teach. 


ols > Teach (command). 
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A. Conjugation of Family II Verbs [ (43/ bi 





Table 29: Conjugation of Family II Verbs [J3/ Saal] 


[nd] 


to explain 





e Please note that for Verb Families II, III, and IV, the present tense letter will always have a 
Dammah on the first letter; all other present tense forms have a Fathah on the first letter 
(with the exception of passive tense). 


B. Family II Conjugations for Advanced Forms [,\*] 





Present Past 
Passive Passive 





1. Please note that for Verbal Doer [js al forms, each of the families with more than three 


letters will have [Al as its first letter; For example, [elm] is a teacher, while [Je] is astudent. It 


is just one vowel, which makes this big distinction. 
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Z. You will notice in the other Verb families including Family II that the [\s/) ~!] is denoted by a 


Kasrah before the last letter whereas the [J 5+#l) ~!] has a Fathah vowel before its last letter. 


Thus, this sharp difference in meaning stems froma single vowel. Please also note that both 
[Jets el] and [J ,xah! .!] take the Proper Plural pattern, like those from the Verb I Family, 


3. Conjugation of the [ Pall peal] command form is also more simple than that of Family I verbs. 


From the bare [¢ jas] present tense, the first letter is chopped off and the last letter is made 


Sakin (with a Suktn). 
4. The conjugation of the Verbal Noun is also simpler than the Verb I Family forms. Higher families 


have one set pattern unlike the Verb I Family, which has several variable patterns. Family III has 


two Verbal Noun patterns. 


5. The conjugation of the Passive Tense does not change for the Past and Present Tenses 
respectively. 

6. Please also note there can be Irregular forms (just like Form I) in each Verb Family II- X 
containing one of the vowel letters [1 / | / ¢/ 4] oraletter witha Shadda. 


eg: Gril | lal | abi 


C. Verb Family II examples from the Qur’an 


pit ee ee ee ee a oe ee a OS. Se gy Fe aE 
1. GU By Tere mes Gey ell Clay Ud ends os G8 fore | ad 
“They said, "Will You place upon it one who causes corruption therein and sheds blood, while we 


declare Your praise and sanctify Your".....(2:30) [& les be] 


2 eae) ee oa a “Z o tree 3 0 7 of fo vo, gta 7 17° Rae 
“Oh Children of Israel, remember My favor that I have bestowed upon you and that I preferred you 
over the worlds” (2:47) [24 j=] 


3. ¢ Fceniy eal 9 es OF OS 3%..> 
“And remember your Lord much and praise [Him] in the evening and the morning.” (3:41) 
Lou Jasll 
$8 A ae TIT 
“And they will have therein purified spouses, and they will abide therein eternally. (2:25) 
[sib i] 
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I. Verb Family Ill (,\66/ jew} 


Its meaning is often related to doing an action against others. It often expresses an attempt to do 


something. It is [sons], An example is Li}, which means “fighting with others”, or can be defined as “an 
attempt to kill”, while LJ] means “to kill”. The verb [s-] means to precede or be ahead. Its Verb III Family 


derivative [3:4] means to try to precede, or to compete with one another. The conjugation patterns for the 


past and present tense is identical to the Verb I family and does not need to be restated at this point. Please 


refer to the prior conjugation tables for the Verb II Family. 


A. Verb Family HI Conjugations 


Table 31 - Verb Family III Conjugations 


Verbal Verbal | Passive | Present Past Forbidding | Command | Present 
Noun Doer Noun Passive | Passive 


eal 3 ee! 


U pata 





B. Verb Family Ill ee from the ems 


“Allah indeed has heard the = of her who pleads with = dios fet husband and nee to 
Allah; and Allah hears the contentions of both of you.” (58:1) [- sea! Seal] 


2. 6.4 35 eH Ages IG wT Ae Bp 
“When the hypoctites come to you, they say, "We testify that you ate the Messenger of Allah."...” 
(63:1) [jew ol] 
3. 4... Gis \I SeS A See ‘ole y AMES \i Jl “ays b cong » 
“They will say: "Woe t to us! What sort of Book i is this that leaves neither a small thing nor a big thing 
but has recorded it (with numbers)!"”’ (18:49) bea ‘ball 
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3 oe Mees oe pk fae 2 OAS oe Be BS Hee 

A. Gugegle LET, CyaBlEST GUST sale LT lel Up 
“Oh Prophet, fight against the disbelievers and the hypocrites and be harsh upon them...” (9:73) 
Lou Jail” 


IV. Verb Family IV [,0il/ jai} 


The general meaning of Verb Family IV is related to forcing or doing anaction onothers. Thus it is 
generally [uselaca], Its meaning is similar to that of the transitive Verb family II and is very commonly used. 
This is the only verb family where a Hamzah fi] is used at the beginning of its command form. For 
example, the verb [Je] means “to enter”, while e3H] means to “make others enter”, i.e. the action on 
others. The verb [J] means “to go down” while (dss means “to bring down” similar to [53]. The 
Verbal Noun pattern for Verb Family IV is on the pattern of [Juss], The Verbal Noun for [ea which means 


“to submit’, is [abel], which means submission. 


A. Verb Family IV Conjugations 


Table 32 - Verb Family IV Conjugations 


Verbal Verbal Passive Present Past 
Noun Doer Passive Passive 


eel 





B. Verb Family IV examples from the Qur’an 
~ a8, o tte er ~ sos ye 80k 
1. G...0 pS pS ey gd Le Lely p 
“and I know what you reveal and what you have been concealing.” (2:33) [¢. gles J] 
“ 34 zo 8k Toro, “4a Pe a2 Aw +87 Fo Ae #3 war ae 
2. ¢ Oy ad paly Oye73 STS Sy TEAL ad pL BGS Slop 
“And [recall] when We parted the sea for you and saved you and drowned the people of Pharaoh 
while you were looking on..” (2:47) [.~2le/\ Jxal] 





7 Please note that the Kasrah on the last letter of [»-] is added onto the Sukun and original word [*l-]. This Kasrah is necessary because 


without it there would be two consecutive Suktn which are grammatically impossible in Arabic. 
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Z » 08 £64 AB Ro BoE oe OF Co. ale pidge TT os 2 eie he a ne 
3. 6 aes Vel See SUL AE AUT Ob Se UT UG 5G AUT O83 F CES” Oly ® 
“But if you desire Allah and His Messenger, and the home of the Hereafter, then verily, Allah has 
prepared for the righteous (women) amongst you an enormous reward” (33:29). [fell ol | 


f 


4. dad Cle wat OF IS oy Gs ‘alc of a's Al Ear ie Bu 


2 


“Indeed, We sent Nuh to his people, [saying], "Warn your people before there comes to them a 
painful punishment.” (71:1). [otal “eali/ ath “pall 


V. Method for Analyzing Verbal Sentences 


After the student becomes familiar with verbs, its conjugations, and the basic structure of Verbal 


Sentences, it is useful to be systematic when reading and analyzing Verbal Sentences. If a specific 


methodology is not used, things can be missed, and subsequently the translation being deficient. Using the 


following methodology should be useful in extracting an appropriate meaning when examining a respective 


Verbal Sentence from the Qur’an or Hadith. 


1, 


The First step in analyzing a Verbal Sentence similar to the methodology of analyzing Nominal 
Sentences is Word Analysis. Specifically, this involves fully identifying and characterize nouns 


and particles involved in the Verbal Sentence. Leave the analysis of verbs to the next step. 


. The Second step is Verb Analysis. First, identify the verb family that is presented (Family | 


through X). Without identifying the specific family, it will often not be possible to identify the 
specific conjugation that is present, or the tense. Then, identify the tense (Past, Present, 
Command, Passive) and the conjugation (pronoun in terms of gender, plurality, and person). 

The Third step after appropriately analyzing the verb, is to identify the Doer. Remember the 
Doer if explicitly mentioned is Raf‘, and may not necessary be found immediately after the verb 
as in the typical case. 

The Fourth step is to identify the Direct Object if present. This may be attached to the verb 


itself, or be present sequentially after the Doer or Verb. When present, it is always Nasb. If not 
present, check to see if there is an indirect object (Jarr Construction), as the verb may be [5]. 
After screening for the object or direct object, there may be additional details noted in the 
Verbal Sentence. Also note that not every noun in the Nasb state is a Direct Object. This 


discussion on other nouns that are Nasb in Verbal Sentences is presented in detail in Volume 2. 


The final step is putting everything together and deriving an appropriate translation/meaning. 
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Example of Analyzing a Verbal Sentence: 


70 | 


gan feetarl’ en - oy vars ral oe > (2:127) 


Step #1 -noun Harf -noun -noun -noun 
Word -male [ ibe] -male -feminine | -male 
Analysis -singular -singular -singular -singular —_ 
-definite Connect -definite (broken -definite [>)] 18 afl 
(pattially- | '7S. -Jarr plural) (pattially- Advetb 
flexible) | Particle -Nasb flexible) particle 

-Raf -Raf 


vce 


Step #2 e id 
Verb 32]= Verb family I Present tense [g j2- 3] on conjugation [4]. 
Analysis 


ID object 


and rest ; 
Construction 


Final Step And remember when Ibrahim was raising the foundations of the house and 
(with him) Ismail... 





ads 
Far 


Verb Families V through X - «3 a3) wi awl 


Lesson 13: Verb Families V through X - «3 4.5) ei (cai 


The same rules that applied to Verb Families II, III, and IV also apply to these families V through X as 
previously discussed. The most frequently used families used in the Qur’an are Family VIII and X. Family IX 


is rarely used. Four of the verb families mentioned here start with an Alif. 


I. Verb Family V [,\ii/ 55 


This family is essentially a Ta attached to the Verb family II pattern in the past tense. This Verb family 


Yrs 


can be [e JN] or [s4«]. This differs from the present tense however whose first letter takes a Fathah. In 


terms of meaning, it is also closely tied to Family II, and is its reflexive form (the action done on oneself). 
For example , the Verb II [ne] means “to teach”, while the Verb V (a from the same root means “to teach 


oneself” or “to learn”. Similarly, [os “al means “to separate”, while [3 “Ai ] means to separate oneself. 


Please note that in the [e- jas], one of the consecutive Ta’s may be deleted in conjugations, which start with 
Ta (like the second person conjugations). 
e Omission ofthe beginning Ta in certain Verb Family V ie seal pal conjugations: 


| CFEC we Ja Uy 
“Nor the word of a oka little do you remember.” (69:42) 
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Pease note that the full conjugation of the highhighted verb should have been [o pets without the omission of the 
beginning Ta. 


So vo¢e 
2. ¢ 0 sales G25" of ASS ie: OFy Sade phases OS Oly > 
“And if someone is in hardship, then [let there be] postponement until [a time off ease. But if you 
give charity, then it is better for you, if you only knew.” (2:280) 


Pkase note that the full conjugation of the highlighted verb should have been |\ pias] without the omission of the 
beginning Ta. 


A. Verb Family V Conjugations 


Table 33 - Verb Family V Conjugations 


Passive Present Past 


Passive Passive 





B. Verb Family V examples from the Qur’an and Hadith 


3-7 0F Po Bo 


1. 4.. EAT Be Ss UW Steel Gy Of)... & 
“..And indeed, there are stones out of which rivers gush forth ...”(2:74) [eatell “peal 


2. &.. ar 9g ell Oo OSB Wagh Rpaess > 
ee And they learned from these two (angels) by what causes separation between man and his 
wife....”(2:102) [~2le) Jaall] 


3; 6p SST cil Neos WAT 1 Poe SS AT GT at 
“Oh you who ae believed, when you are told, ' ‘Space yourselves" in assemblies, then make space; 
Allah will make space for you.....”(2:102) pati “eal 


4. [Ale 4 OF I Le oe SS] 


“The best of you is one who learns the Qur’an and teaches it”. (Bukhari)™ [eotall Sally 


o Sahih al-Bukhari, Chapter on the Bounties ofal-Qur’an: 01, bles OLS , Hadith #4739. 
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o 3 By 42 
5, ie Se ob se i Aes EUS... 
“Thus dos Allah seal over every heart [belonging os an arrogant tyrant.” (40:35) 


esl 


II. Verb Family VI [,Jouas/ jeu 


This family is essentially a Ta added in front of the Family III Verb pattern Leu). However, as opposed 


to Family III Verbs, the present tense Ta in VI takes a Fathah. Family VI is the reflexive of Family III, which 


represents the action done to oneself or the action done within. For example, Verb III eae means “to fight” 
while Verb VI aes means “to fight with one another”. Likewise, Verb I [Jt] means “to ask”, while the Verb 


VI [ pt] means “to ask each other”. 


A. Verb Family VI Conjugations 


Table 34 - Verb Family VI Conjugations 


Passive Present Past 


Passive Passive 





B. Verb Family VI examples from the Qur’an 
< ‘ Sri \ ld U Socal te Uc: 


God do not defame one another, nor insult another im nicknames...” (49:11). 


oll eat 
2. &.. Pree J apis oi ly. 1 ® 


“But if you disagree, then some other woman may suckle for him (65:6). 


ral gota Saal 
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at oy es vila. er or, Aur <6 para ae 
“....And whoso finds this beyond his means, he must fast for two consecutive months in order to 
seek repentance from Allah” (4:92). [ ela) el] 


Ill. Verb Family VII [,\xt! / lacy] 
This verb family represents passive or intransitive actions that are done; thus verbs of this family are 


[esY]. The first two letters of the verb are [Ol]. Please note that this verb begins with Alif (not Hamzah) like 
Verb families VIII, IX, and X. Therefore, the command tense also begins with an Alif. The verb [S| means 


“to break”, while its VII derived form is (nS means “to be broken”. 


A. Verb Family VII Conjugations 


Table 35 - Verb Family VII Conjugations 


Passive Present Past 
Passive | Passive 


és eo 





B. Verb Family VII examples from the Qur’an 
L 6s Sts aT a OE} 


“then gushed forth therefrom twelve springs...” (2:60). [2 j=] 


< Pos bBo ae IG At ee 
2. 40 pI wy QS Ue Sl albeit » 
“(They will be told], "Proceed to that which you used to deny”(77:29)[ 4! = | 
3. 6G eT 3 US 13] LS Wbibp 


“So they both proceeded, till when they embarked the ship, he (Khidr) scuttled it...” (18:71) 
Lae Sal 
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2 ° A ° 
IV. Verb Family VIII [\=3!/ jx] 
In this verb family, there is an Alif at the beginning, and there isa Tais placed between the [] and I] 
letters. In terms of meaning, this family of verbs often is related to actions done something for oneself. 


For example, the verb [---S] means “to earn”, while [-—<S\] means “to gain”. 


A. Verb Family VIII Conjugations 


Table 36 - Verb Family VIII Conjugations 


Passive Present Past 
Noun Passive | Passive 





B. Verb Family VIII examples from the Qur’an 


0% ‘4 8 tie © < oe ee 6 ee ae 
1. 62g Sy gb UT Y) Opts Ley Ge pel eT 315 > 
And when you withdraw from them, and that which they worship, except Allah, then seek refuge in 
the Cave... (18:16). [~2ls! Jail] 


2. Gly gh peel pS ehyg Leet be. » 


“...It will be said, "Go back behind you and seek light...” (57:13). Lat eal] 


a8 2-07 aw? ee . fo ge a 2 7 A va 
3. Gydide She The Bye wade 8 Oy le ob Cnet Of » 


“Verily, the righteous will be in the midst of Gardens and Rivers. In a seat of truth, near the 
Omnipotent Sovereign (54:54-55). [Jeld) el] 


V. Verb Family IX [,|s31/,\ai5] 


This form is used rarely in Arabic. Itis often used to express colorsand defects. 
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A. Verb Family IX Conjugations 


Table 37 - Verb Family IX Conjugations 


Verbal Verbal | Passive | Present Past Forbidding | Command” | Present Past Verb 


( : oa IX S 
A ° \ jeu ol ~! x i 7 tem 


Noun Doer Noun Passive | Passive ot Fie oft ¢ laa Family 


Spake 





B. Verb Family [IX examples from the Qur’an 





Gro 2 Tw aa deo ww wan fb og 70 7 


bey la IB pd SOLE) Oy ast wre, 3 ge! asl Lb 0 9>> 4 2 pws 9 05 9 end) co, 


“On the Day faces will turn white and [some] faces will turn black. As for those whose faces turn black, [to 
them it will be said], "Did you disbelieve after your belief? Then taste the punishment for what you used to 


reject."” 3:106) [ete ‘eal 


VI. Verb Family X [,\ai@ul/ \niig} 


Family X is frequently found in the Qur’an and has a total of six base letters in its bare past tense third 
person male form. This family essentially has [<~-|] as the starting letters. If often has the meaning of 


asking, or “to ask for”. For example, [5] means to have knowledge, where [nee] means to “ask for 


information ( knowledge)”. The verb [az] means to forgive, while [eal] means to “ask for forgiveness”. 


A. Verb Family X Conjugations 


Table 38 - Verb Family X Conjugations 


SEAS gees | pra el 





m There are three possible conjugations for the command form due to the doubled last letter (with Shadda). Thethree possible conjugations are 


[21] [Feel], and [524]. 
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B. Verb Family X examples from the Qur’an 
g % wives Sa IF va Se z 
1. a ms sib col ge od O Sasa JU... > 
.-he said, "Would you exchange that which is better for that which is lowerr...” 
2:61). | [¢ steel eal] 


ae Bo oat 2 oe 8 ore © oe 
“And the king said: "Bring him to me that I may appoint him for myself...” (12:54). 
[Leal Saal oy abl 


ee oe a é ee, a 4k Bove we cad 
3. Gad (pilates Slade Les | ghtily al yey UL | yl 
“Believe in Allah and His Messenger, and spend of that whereof He has made you trustees...” (57:7) 
[Jel et] 
dv. £ 6 eee oN aah ie o 8 fo - ~ Z 
eicKet ket ae 
“And indeed, every time I invited them that You may forgive them, they put their fingers in their 
ears, covered themselves with their garments, persisted, and were arrogant with [great] arrogance.” 


(T1:7) [tall ols fail ale So 


VII. Future Topics Covered in Volume Two of “Essentials of Qur’anic Arabic” 


All of what has been presented here in this volume represents the core of Qur’anic Arabic. Before, the 
student goes further, it is paramount for them to be familiar with the grammar principles of this volume 
alongside with memorizing the high yield vocabulary from the Qur’an. The Second Volume of this series 
builds upon this knowledge, and teaches other principles that are essential to Qur’anic Arabic studies. 


These include and are not limited to the following: 
The Irregular Verbs, The Incomplete Verbs [_»! / os | olf], Important points from 


Morphology [~ ,.2)'], Examples of Qur’anic Eloquence [4+>\J'], Review of Particles, [> pai], 


Methodology of Grammatically Analyzing Ayat from the Qur’an and Hadith, Exceptions 
[slexw!] and Negation, Numbers and Warnings. 


mids 
Far 
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Table 39 - Conjuation of the Ten Families 


pe as oF prs a o 8 Pt “ps o- 
a at ees 
a 


7 3 
Les 
; te 


lows 
ESS EAIEIE = se 
7a a 
Sesame: 


“Oe ° 
a7 2970 FS) ,9 30 0 40-0 2 o ,9-0 
a pie "Las “ | pared pon (ppruwd Y (pax “ato 





mes 
Fae 


Qur’anic Arabic Vocabulary 


Required Vocabulary Assignments for Qur’anic Arabic 

. Alongside each lesson, “high-yield” vocabulary from the Qur’an listed on the vocabulary 
sheet “80% of Qur’anic Vocabulary” should be memorized. Itis available for free access on 
the website <http://emuslim.com/quran/English80.asp>. 


Another supplementary vocabulary listis detailed on pages 144-147 thatneed to be learned 


along with the former mentioned list. 


Memorization of high-yield Qur’anic vocabulary is essential for understanding the Qur'an. 


(pgs. 144-147) 
a 
Lesson 2 pg, 144 
te 
Lesson 5 pg. 146 
| sLesson7 u review | review pg 145-146 | 145-146 


. 15-16 
Lesson 8 PBs 
(foais on the two right columns) 
& 17-19, 34 
Lesson 9 ce 
(foais on the two right columns) 


Lesson | Lesson 10 review | review pgs. 15-19, 24 | 15-19, 24 a: te 147 


Se 24 
Lesson 11 Pes: 
(focus on the two left columns) 





143 


Essentials of Qur’anic Arabic 


Supplementary Qur’anic Vocabulary 


step; foot 


enemy 


matter 


measure 


happiness 


admonition in front of sacrifice 
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ai 
——- ra ots obs alas il 


wy , : : e 


Z 


vegetation; plant false hope 


innocent 


stomach 


clothes; garment treasure 
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prayer 





large amount (of gold) treasure 
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Es 


aro 


to rejoice to make enter; to insert (—) to argue; to dispute (II]) to listen (VIII) 
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Glossary of Arabic Grammar Terms [! - (] 


The Five Special Nouns 
G3 ae ’ a , sl) 


broken plural 


an ° Active Participle; Verbal 4 gel Oly Response statement after a 
Doer condition 
F ae | Passive Participle; Passive ols” IS 2 Vowel(s) Dammah, Kasrah, 
a and Fathah 
oii 


Particle(s); these include 
Possession Construction those causing a change in 
I'rab, or those that do not. 


Inflected state or Case of a 
Noun or Verb: either Raf", 7 Particles of Interrogation 
Nasb, Jarry, or Jazm 


Tena and ice Sistere: Hart Particles that cause Jarr such 


Nasb Particles as [J! /  / gp] ete. 


HEU The study of rhetoric and “oa) 1 23 > Particles that cause verbs to 
: eloquence or be in Jazm 


A vowelletter such as 


Cts lely 


w Fe ey. 4 7 SPL te Mark of stopping on a letter; 
a. | ‘ : . pping H 
pa Pelee Laas) 7 Sukun ; also known as Jazm 
pnd} Lah eer Feminine Sound Plural 


The Ta of femininity : : 
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Glossary of Arabic Grammar Terms [ .* - J] 


>| whichis essentially a 
L*| y Command tense verb 


Jarr Construction 


Z oer ‘ re. ow 
bh condition that is denoted by e a) ak geile 1 Verh: the “vootverh? 
a Condition Particle . 
i” Condition Particl ; : 4 : 
’ st) set) (a. | Higher Verb families which 
adjective(s) ~ Jare derived from the Verb I 
Family 
| ee, eGenacied waanein Intransitive verb: it does not 
ae P take a direct object 
path pws | Lwadie pond detached pronoun verb in the past tense 


op Us" b Noun in Nasb that indicates 
the time when an action i a transitive verb. 
occurs 


Noun in Nasb that indicates "yas 
the place when an action : passive verb 
occurs 


A pronoun that connects the 


[tLe] to the word it is present or future tense verb. 


describing 


Third person Definiteness of a word 
Ga 2 os 30% F qa y La of Negation 
, ae ee partially flexible word - negation parkiclé 
° nT The original Classical Arabic eg y Forbidding done bya La 
language % (negative command) 
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Glossary of Arabic Grammar Terms [ @ - «] 


— = bea oa 
—— ome 


Completely inflexible; when Second Particle of the Idafah 
used forverbs, it means they construction; it is always in 
cannot take I‘rab the Jarr state 


ayy a verb or noun that is fully 
dual flexible: its vowel(s) adapt 
fully according to its I‘rab. 
Noun that is in the Jarr state Definite (noun) 
pow : ? Singular; used to indicate 
passive a type of [= 


os | 


deputy doer, 
wordconstruction(s) substitutes the Doer in 
passive verbal sentences 


j Describing Construction indefinite (noun) 


Al-Qur’an in book form 
preserved according to 
Uthmani script 
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Review Questions for Essentials of Qur’anic Arabic 


Instructions: Questions from each lesson should be done after a thorough study of the lesson and without 
looking at any of the notes. This will benefit the student by allowing them to realize areas of deficiency, etc. 
Exercises should be checked with the Answers provided on pgs. 167-177. 


LESSON | REVIEW QUESTIONS 
True/False: 


1. Tajwidis not that important in whenlearning Arabic grammar. 

2. Most Arabic words are derived from one single Arabic root verb. 

3. Adjectives and Verbal nouns are not considered nouns. 

4. Raf* state is denoted by a Dammah at the end of the noun. 

5. Anoun is considered feminine by default unless there is a reason for it to be masculine. 


Short Answer: 

6. Briefly Discuss how a Hamzah is different from an Alif when it is at the beginning of a word 
7. What are the names of three types of Words in Arabic. 

8. What four characteristics do nouns have? 

9. What are the two endings that can occur on Dual nouns ? 

10. What is the most common sign on a noun to indicate that it is feminine? 


Vocabulary Review: translate the underlined words in the following Qur’anic Ayat. 
11-12. COD Gy of) oe oN IT Le DLT Gap 2.285] 


13-14, le ste Cig on cap [78:36] 


15-16. ¢. 14) ACT Gab Zell jill LS os SF s ols welt he SUIT | gles | fT LUT 
[4:57] 


17-20. Cally LT OU 85 eI Bo SAL aT o 


LESSON 2 REVIEW QUESTIONS 


‘True /False 
Some feminine wordsare p> | ni | > | nod 


Most plurals of nouns are on a specific Broken Plural pattern. 

The regular plural pattern ending can only be of two specific endings. 
All nouns havean I'rab even if they cannot change their endings. 

The sign ofa partially flexible noun in the Jarr state is Dammah. 
Youcan have Tanwin with words that have "Al" on them. 

Short Answer: 


7. What are the two possible endings for plural of 4 


Au PWN > 


8. Briefly describe the difference between nouns that are partially flexible and fully inflexible. 
9. Name one noun that is partially flexible and one noun that is fully inflexible. 
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For each highlighted noun in the following Qur’anic Ayat, determine its four qualities (plurality, 
gender, definiteness, and I‘rab) and its flexibility. Include all possible ‘rab that the noun may take if 
used outside the respective ayah. 


10... Oglala ny Byolecll UN...» 72:14] 


ee YAS Coyalr Erie, Gree | Ol» [33:35] 


12, G.s.bgrmels alt \ poaieol angi [eer ge SBD [7:128] 


13. CoE Pn OS 5 i I He AGM iho [Bb [3:95] 


14.4. an G ‘B igaky Bb Ee ais oe 2 Shop Tip tas (ol Ba 3 oulbs 5 


15. alge ES ak git (AST at 055 Wl, b 


o2Zo0 2 fe 4 tee 


22:40]4.. Wes" ab road Gas olny ner | 
Vocabulary Review: translate the underlined words in the following Qur’anic Ayat. 
16-18. Nl ole wis ~G ssi del iodt Oy ies a ~Al83) Loe | gait’ BStEalT | yeti. » 
[13: - 
19-20. ... ig oy Utes | gas ote ia Se Col [2:198] 


21-22. &...4HB tal os alii Bee oO pats ily [2:27] 





23-30. Please fill in the blank spaces with the appropriate noun with the appropriate I'rab. 


——— Dual (Nasb) 
ok wo 8 
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LESSON 3 REVIEW QUESTIONS 
True/False: 


1. All pronouns are partially Inflexible. 

2. Pronounsare of two types, attached and detached. 

3. When Pronouns are attached they can be in the Raf* state. 

4. Detached pronouns can be in the Nasb state. 

5. In Verbal sentences, the Doer (Subject) is in the Raf" state. 

6. Pointingnouns and Relative pronouns are nouns that are always Definite. 
7. Pointingnouns are of three types: near, far, and very far. 

8 
9 


Ska / La / ware pointing nouns. 
[4] and [2] are pointing nouns. 
10. Wordslike feseid] function to describe the definite word that precedes it. 


11-15. Without looking at the notes, Complete the table below: 


3rd person feminine 


2nd person masculine 
2nd person feminine 


ul 1st person 





15-19. Without looking at the notes, complete the table: use [~tS] as the Noun in the Jarr state. 


Write the words properly in the blank spaces with the appropriate pronoun. 


= — 
Ea ae 
mm of ee |e 
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Short answer: 
20. How wouldthe meaning of the following ayah change if (Susy was omitted and replaced with [3] after 


Ge 8 Bog 


the verb. 6 (pated Sus hiss Supp 
21. Whatis the fetiiuine counterpart to [1]? 
22. Whatis the masculine counterpart to [es] 


23. Whatis plural of [1 sus]? 


Vocabulary Review from the Qur’an: Translate the highlighted word(s). For the Nouns that are 
underlined, identify whether it is a pointing noun (near), pointing noun (far), or Relative Pronoun. 


BA Genatie all Glee gel pall Se ~el3] 3 weutcl © plate. [2:19] 
25. oF ts FA le lo rainy hl le wad ole on BIB SG UT 
Cash sigh IS de abi Oy ety +A bs ai ats [24:45] 


4-7 ev aarzo 


26. és arg Alingeae Spl ol J i Jp) Me pete O geaks pall O! 49:3} 


oa 


ow 2 of 0 


2a @.. ge ab GU Sas Gal UG Ge Gh Geet Cake SEED bp pss 


LESSON 4 REVIEW QUESTIONS 


True /False: 
. Typically, any noun followed by a Harf will change its I‘rab to Nasb or Jarr. 
. Harf cannot act on Verbs. 


. Harf Jarr can sometimes cause the noun beforeit to be in Jarr. 
Harf Jarr can never be attached to a noun. 
6. Verbs cannot be in the Jarr state. 


7. [oS /o | cause the word after it to be in the Jarr state. 


1 
2 
3. Sometimes Isms act as Harf Jarr like [J's], [2%], or [Ceej]. 
4 
5. 


8. The following act as Harf Jarr: [5 / le ese], 
9, [taal] and [J ry and [4sl..] are very common broken plural patterns. 


10. Nouns can sometimes be in the Jazm state. 


11-21. Translate the following highlighted Harfalong with its corresponding Noun in the followin 





Qur’anic Ayat: 
aov 


aS 


13. gow ie BEL 1 255 145° Sel 2:39) 
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14, 60508 je ETAL, pe a Lu | wenlsh Of a.» Bit67 
15. oi i dsb pase 


o Rone 


16, <orl' all Uf a) Gb at eT yy | allt » [21156] 


17. 4Oe & 4 |pal BE ay 15 Ul a Oly (23:25) 


18. Jeli Ud eda Y ig) ee le Gs ate. > Olt eam OF I 
| gd I | 8 We i Oli) 5 SA 287 Yy tt Y BIg 

Go pals Y AS (72187) 

19-25. In the following Qur’anic Ayat, the broken plural stem pattern is given for the highlighted 


noun. If the highlighted noun is singular, convert it to its plural; if plural change it to its singular 
form. 





3 £0 


19. .. toni Le NB SWF gl LAN Buell 3 5 IE | 12:30; £43} J 
20. Ges asphbalf 3 the 3 “S why Oy en AS4.p 25:25 (ot) ] 


° v¢ 


21. 62 pee fowl ISS 81:6; {Jld} | 
22... Ua ghal a5 LSS 13) BLM of Ge IWy 7:34; (98) J 


23. Ge ale ee ot ETT be ALE OD pst; (tah 
24, GAS GG Set ye Aig 6553 A GIS.» praia: et dh] 


% 


g 3 
Pilies Tor 8 B08 of 0 . 


Cis OS AS gts 3 G be OL By 3:29; (9) | 


LESSON 5 REVIEW QUESTIONS 


25. &.. 


True /False: 

. The Mudaf is the object belonging to the noun that follows it. 

. The Mudaf can never have [u!] and does not have Tanwin. 

. The Mudaf I’lai can be in the Raf’, Nasb , or Jarr state. 

. The Idafah is typically definite except when the Mudaf I’lai is common without [u)]. 
. When describing a word, the descriptive wordcan come before or after the word. 
. The [4&2] (adjective) has all four characteristics of the noun described. 


N Dm BW NK 


. Nothing comes between the Mawsif and Sifah. 
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8. Broken Plural is considered Feminine Singular. 
9. Anoun attached to a Pronoun is really an Idafah Construction. 


10. In Plural and Dual Nouns with a [¢] ending , this is chopped offwhenit is a Mudaf. 


11. A Word Construction in many respects acts as a single wordor unit in a sentence. 
12. Different Constructions can be merged together forming a single larger construction. 


Translate the following highlighted Constructions in the following Qur’anic Ayat (be exactas 


possible). 
13. Soralew le aT So Ue [26:89] 


14. heel pall BO pin bie Le Oi all GJ Gey [36:3-5) 
15. Goeth ete 3) all CELA SE AL oly 6:13} 

oe oF - or 70 42-0 eee wb 44 07 ore sy 
16, (AE) ged Cr es | ISS ay BT ots | l= 51 LS 31 5» (2:58) 


17. Konplell iy pel ALS al AL 3 ES Lbe 55:30) 


Identify all constructions in the following Qur’anic Ayat (Possession, Describing, Pointing, and Jarr 
Constructions. Underline Jarr Constructions with one oy Possession constructions with two lines, 


Constructions that are merged should be aula) 


18. dhe sh OL [68:4] 


19. Cas ft is de hy LIT 0h oil SGU fore] 
20. Cayacil er wee CE mere LAS Gull [67:61 
vA doll - Ai \Aa’s 9 [95:3] 


° 
gee “Oo kee 


22. stall Os Gist 1h Gall Se Gd AS SaaS Gas ll es ey ale Sp 


40 golag Y ls 96 | 2:101] 


vty 


23. &rgacll er wigee Gide aie Isa Cydllp (78:40) 


LESSON 6 REVIEW QUESTIONS 


True/False: 
1. Ina Nominal Sentence, the Subject [\42] and Predicate [>] are Raf’. 


2. The Predicate or [ ++] is generally definite. 
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. The [iaesjand [ jy] typically match in all qualities except definiteness. 


of, 


. The [=] can only bea single word. 


. ANominal Sentence can have within it a Verbal Sentence or another Nominal Sentence. 
. Interrogative particles work by acting at the beginning ofa sentence. 


. [cs] as an interrogative particle acts as a Mudaf unlike other interrogatives. 


. Ina Nominative Sentence, the word "is" is implied. 
. AHarf Jarr Construction cannot be part of a Nominative Sentence. 


OmA Nan f- WW 


“, 


10. Pointing nouns can act as [id=] or [=]. 


Write the following in Arabic: 
11. Iama Muslim. 


12. That is a house. 
13. That masjid is big. 
14. Yourhouse is big 
15. Youare in the city. 


In the following parts from the Qur’anic Ayat, the Nominal Sentence has been extracted. 
(1) Identify the Subject fiz] by underlining itand (2) translate the highlighted word with its 


respective plural or singular. 


16. 6 ..AUl Se EUGS.® [65:1] 


17. ¢ 8 
18, 6 «allt 2F GUS.» [65:4] 

19, GOsle gs Igo coll GT GUSy (70:44 
20. € 4 lel ly wale Aline [64:4] 


21. f Aapl) Ae ob eid [69:21] 


23. & SS Ut Sgn ol.» [61:5] 


@ 

22. & Cee [pre Na. [61:5] 
- € 
6 AT SN eet 22. [61:14] 


24 
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LESSON 7 REVIEW QUESTIONS 


True /False: 
1. Ina Nominative Sentence, the [+] is always indefinite. 
2. Idafah constructioncan sometimes be Indefinite. 


3. [i4z2] can be a word construction such as an Idafah or a Describing Construction. 


4. When fiz] and [+] are definite, a pronoun is usually used to prevent it from becoming a describing 


construction. 

Translate the followinginto Arabic: 
5. messenger of the king 

6. messenger ofa king 

7. the Muslim king 

8. The king is a Muslim. 

9. the Muslim teacher of the city. 
10. This Muslim teacher is a king. 
11. This Muslim is the king. 

12. This is the teacher of the king. 
13. this teacher of the king 





plural /singular if possible. 
14-15. doy JUS 3 lS ENS aPelel G , a3 3 JBe [50:27] 


16-17. <meey cyt Cemee ree | a Op (7:152] 


18-19. Gage Ny Se NN oe GS Bes od ey Ul OS a US YI 


roar [46:30] 


2 


a7 Bae 


2021. die leu OL5O 2 eb ely SS ee al 


i 


“9 [84:10-11] 


o 8 


J5> [6:71] 
LESSON 8 REVIEW QUESTIONS 
True/False: 


1. The Arabic rootverb is 3rd person single present tense. 

2. The Present tense verb by default ends in Dammah if in its single form. 
3. Eachverb comes with its own verbal noun. 
4 
5 


w - Zz 
oa aes a8 oa 3 f 


22-23. ¢.alif Ula 3 3) Ons BlaEI Je 3535 iar VG ag YG UT I oe 1 82 


. Verbs in Family I can derive other verbs in different families. 
. Fora Past tense verb with a Fathah on the middle letter, any vowel may be present 
on the same letter in the Present tense form of the verb. 
6. For a Past tense verb with a Dammah on the middle letter, any vowel may be present 
on the same letter in the Present tense form of the verb. 


7. Fora Past tense verb with a Kasrah on the middle letter, a Kasrah is usually present 
on the same letter in the Present tense form of the verb. 
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8. Only verbs in the Present tense state take I'rab. 
9. Ifthe verb has a Fathah in the middle letter, and if its last two letters is one of the letters of the throat, 
then the vowel on the middle letter in the Present tense gets a Fathah. 


10-14. Fillin the empty spaces with the appropriately conjugated verb (3 ] with the attached 


pronoun [2] at its end. 


d 
ots 
d 
2 
us 1st person 


15-19. Fill in the empty spaces with the appropriately conjugated verb [Y yp] with the attached 





pronoun [I at its end. 


d 


i? So ¢ 
. ok d 7 
nn a oa 
fe eson feminine | 
Ay at 
SF pas 1st person 


ur’ anic Vocabulary: For the following highlighted verbs, (1) convert them into the Root verb form 
3d person past, male singular) (2) Translate them, and (3) identify their conjugation referring to 
the detached pronoun they represent. 











20-21. ay Lye SB hy ASL gee iy ATT 8 95°F 515» [5:01 
22. $0 gale; gull 95 5 at weal G5...» B:117] 

3. CO ni Ue ral Li past EBS Ue al 19> 12:79) 

24-25. .. Sanit 3 os lad SE OS Us Cale! GAL Iou. » [2:234] 
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Qur’anic Vocabulary: For the following highlighted verbs, (1) convert them into their present tense 
formin the same exact conjugation (2) Translate them, and (3) identify their conjugation referring 


to the detached pronoun they represent. 


26. ddan, weiy SEU CASS Of 5p [5:42] 





2 Z we va 
o- | Oo SS Or wig nw Sf 0 


25. h.u2mt oll pegeans GBS 5) pe CI I Ls 1319p [9:127] 
oO 6 z OS Fe. ae Ee oe { a7 om 
26. {ole cpm § oil! Ulle 4 O's EUS ob Uae) [38:25] 


a6, so -8 7 OCW é 
27, GUD) eal glad Vgded cyl Lol gh [32:20] 
LESSON 9 REVIEW QUESTIONS 


True/False: 


1. The Doer and Direct Object ina [isla ali] take the Raf* state. 

2. A [esl aL] starts witha verb. 

3. Ina the verbcan be in the dual or plural state if the Subject is not explicitly mentioned. 
4. Ifthe Doer is not mentioned in a Verbal Sentence then there is no Doer. 
5. The term for direct object acted on by a verb is called [ae ney ‘ 

6. Ina fecleal aL] withthe mentioned doer is [o gala, the verb [25] would be conjugated as [| -2'] at the 
beginning ofthe sentence. 

7. An indirect object is the same as a Ie unt]. 

8. A pronoun attached toa verbis alwaysa [# J ada] and is Nasb. 

9. A transitive verbis typically associated with a Harf Nasb. 

10. Inverbs that cannot take a [« J pel, aJarr Construction is used and acts similar to a Direct Object. 


2 





M1. 605528 (BIg uel (SEIEL..» 2:55) 
12. 60s09 G Mole iS UT 245) Vp [2:88] 


2 


13. shpat Que OUST gy ull oes Ae ee Bacal at ae 2 ts oe Oy 
60 yolay Y arc we seb (2:101] 

14, 6h iS bles ES Ty OWL GS G.y pst02] 

15. discal oe BeNGAT Gaal ih QE S19) B43] 
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Object [4 ais] Doer by underlining twice. If the respective verb does not have a Direct object 


check to see if it has an Indirect object underline it with dots. 

16. <A SS weal lb fie WI 8) Sall'y (3.135 

17. 6 gel A> pel fall +. reil3] re weutcl 0 lees (2:19) 

18. a2 in pS a Op Be a fp 6 288. [2:85] 

19. ayia se Set Soh ie. 3 eT, SCE Ge cll ap 57-4 
20. 6 5s SE ei Sle gl 25 Up 28:16) 


Vocabula erbs): ‘Transiste into past and present tense verb (34 Person Masculine single). 
21. to remember 

22. to provide/sustain 

23. to hit/ strike 

24. to carry 

25. to lie 





LESSON 10 REVIEW QUESTIONS 
True/False 


. Past tense verbscan go into one of three states. 

: le 2s] Verbs go into Raf‘, Nasb, and Jarr states. 

. Ifa verb is in Nasb or Jazm, there is a Harf acting on it. 

Nouns can only go into the Jarr state due to a Harf. 

. Nouns can go into Nasb because ofa Harf or a Verb. 

. The Feminine Nun is cut off if the verb is in the Nasb or Jazm state. 


: [olJand fo are two Harf Jazm 


: Ss] and [x Jare two Harf Nasb for verbs. 


© MO NDHNDBW NP 


. There is a Suktin instead of Dammah on single verbs if in Jazm state. 
10. The most important information that can be used in conjugating the [1] of a verb is its vowel on 


the middle letter in the past tense. 

Short Answer. 

11. What are the two particles that can be used to put verbs in the future tense? 

12. What is the similarities in terms of verb structure between the command state and when the Lam 
of Forbidding acts on the verb? 

13. Name one particle that functionsin conditional statements. 

14. Name two particles of Jazmand two Particles of Nasb that act on verbs. 

15. Name two particles in Arabic that are structurally identical but have completely different grammatical 
functions and roles. 


In the following Ayat, state the I'rab of the highlighted Verb below, and underline the Harfif 
applicable. 
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16, OF Gy DAE Sy a EN SN ses 72:9] 

17. ¢ \geleesd oF we Spe Sigler Ce U5) [2:217] 

18 op OST of all 5,2F UE Ij leet 1 5 53 [pik Of STU AUT oy ard oegs UE 315 > 
6 ialatendl 2:67) 


\ ene eho dee Ault 2 ee an ae ° lg 2 aa |, 
19. BSN Sy alb Gel ua aL Galpey co eUaIL TASS cysd  [2:256] 


vo. <M BRB v5 vs $2,» pasy 


In the following Ayat, convert the highlighted verb in the command tense [ ;! jpali] in the same 
conjugation. 


Oo are 27 


DAs. cs dU oak 2B Syed Y! » [9:40 

2. des US Ay Al Vy LY a dad oY sab O55 9:07 

23. blade Vs abt Os ily SREB Of Sie AUT > [4:147] 

24. Fie mesial le IY oly otal 6 ays 55 135 .- [17:46] 

25. Le Jas, ai Wy ES ope Goll SY ol Sal sal is yh 3 MBM > 
60 glads (2:149) 


LESSON 11 REVIEW QUESTIONS 


True /False: 
. Every verb in the Passive Tense takes a Deputy Doer or Jew! Su. 


. Every verb can take a Passive Tense. 
. The ae Vowel in either Passive Present or Past Tense verb is a Dammah. 


» [Jet el] and [J ral! ¢!] canbe derived from most verbs. 

. Only a few verbs have lie Masdars that come ina few patterns. 
. Verbs can be either [ej] or [usebaca]. 

. Averbthat is ¢}Ycannot take a 4 J pou : 


. [debt] and [jew @!] are similar to verbs in that they relate toa particular action. 


Oo Oo N on FF WN 


. The I'rab of the Deputy Doer is Nasb since there is no Doer present. 
10. A very common Masdar pattern for Family I verbs are [_}+3]. 


In the following Qur’anic Ayat below, convertthe highlighted verbs to the passive tense. 
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11. éalif he od weil; mlel lataleng OF LA 9. (9:81] 
12. hae ey 13,25, Cis aT BSH <i i191] 

ba doo BX 81 jl BE iy ws 

14. Opalles onal SS, AUT pale > 117) 

15. dg 3 ls Wa SE Us Cee! Gal 3b.  [2:234] 


In the following Qur’anic Ayat below, convert the highlighted verbs into the Verbal Doer 
| Lela)! — : \], match the gender and plurality. 


16. ¢.alt ISS «uct (PR ;f Se BAS 3) Gall | 3:135] 

17. Ved Ue Lal Gy WT aaa [les wi Vala ile ELS “Sp [33:14] 
18. Gel SAB co Xe re Oe ig. % [2:234] 

19. ial de Sel oll re JM, NLT Gl olf > 57-4] 


20. feet os UKs bees ol» GH EY) [2:35] 
In the following Qur’anic Ayat below, convert the highlighted verbs into the Passive Noun 
[J gal! a! .\], match the ponder and plurality. 


7-0 ke vv 


. &. as Se quill ow so 1b 13) ally | 35135] 


22. sehakasdbaseche Lyle 0 Ua Mile gle ELS Sop (53:14 
23. dant 3 Gls is Se CE AT AE 3g. ® [2:234] 

24, (hal le oil 3 0 i 8 LeU ST Ge sll ap [57-44 

25. Snell <4 USS ste od a BB SYS [2:35] 


LESSON 12 REVIEW QUESTIONS 
True/False: 


1. The rules for verb conjugation for families II through X do not change. 
2. The Masdar patterns to conjugate verb families II through X are based on many different patterns. 


3. All verb families from II through X are somehow related to its family I verb in meaning. 


4. Verb families II through IV are typically [cas], 
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5. Interms of neat verb families II through IV typically relate to doing an action on the self. 
6. [ye] , [eral aw ,ot [J pai ~! | ] from Verb families II and above begin with the letter |e]. 


i [Jew as !] havea Kasrah on the [¢ | letter. 
8. [J pa) 4 e~! | have a Fathah on the [¢ | letter from verb families II and above. 


9. Form IV is the only verb type that actually has a Hamzah in its command form. 
10. For command state in forms II and above, it is formed by simply replacing the [.s] of present tense verbs 
with Alif like in the Verb I families. 


For the following highlighted verbs, (1) identify its Verb Family (1, Il, Ill, or IV), and (2) Identify its 
tense (Past, Present, Command, or Passive). If there is an associated Harf Identify the I‘rab of the 
Verb. 


1. 4. wand Us JH 4 Use eG oly Wega U Ua 36 » 20.47) 


2G <2 


12... wo: case  ieseaiies le ise 131 I CWT GUL yep Walp [32:15]" 
13. rae By cl ait 7 cee iat ols sonal ce Oils... } [2:22] 


o ke 


14. Sibel os O| Wai le re Sloe. rsh Se > o UI SB» [11:32] 
15. «ie OR } [24:55] 


16, feat as abt of IMT, sats Sapa us” ait 


17. édl aul ceall Ce ee ta Steal Lee ~ Up | 38:18] 


ofe 


18, gsi U pA BS ot aati alle oop pig 
19. GULL 4, Ja de Ue abit 1 Sah te CEI 1S Gall 8 3 aly a5] 


20. gpd IES E31 [21: 86] 
For the following highlighted nouns, (1) identify the category to which it belongs (Verbal Noun 


Verbal Doer, or Passive Doer, (2) Identify its Verb Family (1 II, Ill, or IV 


o fev 
ee 


an dedottal (yr ES oJ Vial Le Ul idee ors G a ae Yep 11:39 


oa 


5 Bp (17:80) 


Z 
2 7o0 f 


22, Bie ER oH Sie Joie led 


” Please note that the verb [:+'#] comes from [¢,-1] an Irregular verb in Verb Family IV. 
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A er, ae) . ae ia e o> Bia 0 4, OT axe 
23, hy gb Ladle OS i] a gremmend O gd Y SSG obeder eee Wel Ce ON..d [17:44] 


wa CONE oo es 
24. ...cggeea» Gia Y) Cbs oS) Leos Lege [6:48] 
Dy, 6... dU) Oe inal 13) wes de>) oA oss i a “5 | 17:100] 
Convertthe highli iisdwcseanateednoins into its identical counterpartfrom the Verb I Family. 


Please retain the respective conjugation, plurality, gender, etc. if applicable. 
4 eae aoe 7G \e@ ve oe Bo 
26. oo oS 423 cle slel oy Kile J 585... [8:11] 


770 4 


27. Figen alae or “| Lom ie see Sf yy PAbG es) 


28. 605 as A gua ie CS | 2:216] 
29. ‘Nl By, wt 6, os Sel Up B:193] 


Zz ran we 


30, Calla Go VOT SEY Une Set BB Se eS yb Se oh AUT Jy 


(5:115] 





LESSON 13 REVIEW QUESTIONS 
For the following highlighted verbs, (1) identify its Verb Family (V-X), and (2) Identify its tense (Past, 


Present, Command, or Passive). If there is an associated Harf Identify the I'rab of the Verb 


1 Og pale et) IEG AU God ut ah EIST oe 


2. gle Id Agilest at ned aie GB ce ve BB Se ot DB at JE 
6 yt Cee ls sy [2:167] 

3, Sd’, Ait a * 1, Mall Wi glaetEnd sp [22:47] 

4. 6 GE og OS 4g OS FARE tle FUL Ji [19:47 

5. OSE Se coe A ih eH Ls CT Js ds ea 1 SL» p1874 

6. Glaagde atl SARS BSE atic Le SEG 225. 172 


1. COP sgied 4 19S G pee Myla Guill GES GUS Jen 4 aap iat] 


8. GOMES 43 VES Ce SEB ade Ste’ ail hep [5:48] 
9. ed Cualta OSS ole le Oya UG walt SGU (25.1) 
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10. épiyall J Sales Sis BS Gray S87 re CN olen | 8:6] 
For the following highlighted nouns, (1) identify the category to whichit belongs (Verbal Noun, 


Verbal Doer, or Passive Doer, (2) Identifyits Verb Family (V - X 


7S 0 SH oO 7oe- 0 BO 


i. 60 9 at rel pass wee Le Fb | [32:30] 
12. fd hi Sd pated oS OLS SER ad Salle LE AT OUT Alp 15:8) 


13, 6. ages ce ue emir ee es oy ory a3 Os wale cr pel or » 


[6:99] 


3 | 2-0 se 


14. abe 3G Ug BL maybe Be Ey > | [15:47] 


15. 6 gall can AN ai > Site it eel ele Ud [12:39] 





24. The 10 Family Table: Complete the empty boxes below withoutreferringto the book. 
jeu ol Present Past Forbidding ‘ec lias eel 
Passive Passive 
PT ee ee em em] oa 
pease [ei | eT ee] oe | 
cs) [= spe [= ale 
ee eee 


pe TT ae a |e | te 
ee eee ee 
pce | ue | | | ais | ca | ae | is | co 
| | | A eA | 





tae 
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Answer Key for Review Questions 


LESSON I ANSWERS 


True/False: 
1. F Z..T 3. F 4. T 5. F 
Short Answer: 
6. Hamzah is always pronounced, whilean Alif is only pronounced when at the beginning of a 
sentence or froma pause. 
7. Fi'l, Noun, Harf. 
8. Number, Gender, Definiteness, and I‘rab. 


9. [o'Jand [yi]. 


7 


10. 4 


Vocabulary Review: (from rightto leftas in the corresponding ayah 
11-12. the Messenger....(his) Lord 


13-14. areward..... account/reckoning 


15-16. the rivers....... forever 





True/False 


1. T 2. T 3. T 4. T 5. F 6. F 

ShortAnswer: 

7. [Clk] or [otelns]. 

8. Fully inflexible Nouns do not change their endings, while partially inflexible Nouns cannot take a 
Kasrah, nor can they have Tanwin. : 

9. Partially flexible: [4.2] or [4S] Completely Inflexible: (4%5']. 

10. Plural, male, definite, Raf‘, and Flexible. 

11. [Coline f] is Plural, male, definite, Nasb or Jarr, and Flexible; [oS] is Plural, female, definite, Nasb 

or Jarr, and Flexible. 

12. Single, male, definite, Raf‘, Nasb, or Jarr, and inflexible. 

13. Single, male, definite, Nasb, or Jarr, and partially flexible. 

14. Single, male, indefinite, Jarr, and flexible. 


15. Single, female (broken plural), indefinite, Raf, and partially flexible 


16-18. the evil .the gOOd....... eee the prayer 
19-20. favor...sin 
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21-22. covenant (his).....treaty /pact 





True/False: 


1.F 2. T 3. F 4. F 5. T 
6. T 7. F 8. F 9. F 10. T 
11-15. 
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Shortanswer: 

20. The meaning would be "we worship You and we ask You for help" but it lacks exclusivity. 

21. ode 

22. ews 

23.5058 

24. their fingers.... their ears 

25. creature... from them.... relative pronoun.... its belly.....two feet.... relative pronoun... relative 


Pronoun 
26. their sights....relative pronoun ...their voices... pointing noun (far)...relative pronoun... their 
hearts 


27. their sights (women)....relative pronoun 


LESSON 4 ANSWERS 
True/False: 
i 2. F 3. T 4. F 5. F 
6. T 7oF 8. T 9. T 10. F 


11. fromit (feminine).... from fruit..... from before 

12. to you (all)..... from what 

13. with our signs... in it 

14. in their hearts...... with what ....with their mouths 

15. fromafter your death .... so that you 

16. Indeed we..... to Allah..... Indeed we... to Him 

17. withhim.... until a time 

18. regarding the hour... with my Lord... withits time... in the heavens and earth.... as if you....fromit.... 
with Allah.... but most 


19, ott 20, sy 21, “ped 22, eur 23. Yual 24. USS 25. Tye 
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LESSON 5 ANSWERS 
True/False: 


1. T 2. T 3. F 4. T 5. F 6. T 

7. T 8. T 9. T 10. T 11.T 12. T 
Translate the following highlighted Constructions in the following Qur’anic Ayat (be exactas 
possible). 


13. asound heart 

14. astraight path...revelation fromthe Most Powerful, Most Merciful 
15. people of the village/town 

16. this tree 

17. himself...killing of his brother....from the losers 


merged are highlighted. 


18. eee Hi 68:4] 


19, Gd byt JS le 4s ie ny SUA oe all Say [67:1] 
20. Coal oy glee Oe mer! Ig AS Cell gp [67:6] 
21 Pencil ssi N53) | 95:3] 


Mnoccnacccccco0ed 


2 
Sa vroiok 


22. ely alt Us Os Csi 15) Goll Ge as io es WS Geet ah ae ieee MRS 
G0 gales Y GIS § wea seb | 2:101] 


vee 3 


23. Cinyacil (mils hae Lie mt Isa Cyd (78240) 





LESSON 6 ANSWERS 


True/False: 


1. T 2. F 3. T 4. F 5. T 
6. T 7. T 8. T 9. F 10. T 
Write the following: 
alms Ui 12, Cag GUS 13. eS toned GUS 
14, pS Chey 15. Aide! 3 CSI 
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In the following parts from the Qur’anic Ayat, the Nominal Sentence has been extracted. 
(1) Identify the Subject fiz] by underlining it and (2) translate the highlighted word with its 


respective plural or singular. 
16. 6 ..AUl Sgt EUG. limits /A>] 
17. 4. Loy on ali Of..% [command/e sal] 


18. & aprvel| y) aus [that /s 3H 





19, 60969 IS alll foal aus CUS fehe day/aXhh] 
20. as i ake Alioae [the chests/ inal] 
21. ¢ ayol, Ae 3 5 [life /---] 
22. ¢ a. oe 1s. [magic/-- 
23. «Hs OB I> mesenger 
24, ¢ sll I ig Call 2. > [Lmyphelpers/ pot} 
LESSON 7 ANSWERS 


True/False: 
1. F 2. T 3. T 4. T 
Translate the following into Arabic: 





9, 
eebell iy NWA ws 
11. 12. 


0. 


19. path [ai b/ S’b) 20. behind |21. back Ly 9b] 22. besides/-- | 23. heels [iF] 
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LESSON 8 QUESTIONS 


True/False: 
1. F 2.7 3. T 4. T 5. T 


6. F 7. F 8. T 9. T 


10-14. Fill in the Spaces with 13] with the attached pronoun [s] at its end. 


Bok a a 
| $f cis person feminine 


= 
ig 1st person 
icuaseuling / feminine) 


15-19. Fill in the spaces with [ue al with the attached pronoun [,*] at its end. 
—————— 
ee ee 
_as | — | — 
| 
as — | 


1st person 
‘ae ee masculine/feminine 





(| verbreot [Translation [Conjugation [pronoun] 


Gi 
(i a 
8 [meee | 
[ee 
Be [wee 
GC 
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To judge 


To corrupt 





LESSON 9 ANSWERS 
True/False: 
1. F 2.7 a7 4, F 5. T 
6. F 7. F 8. F 9.F 10. T 


11, 609 5 ily delet SIE.» 

12 dO s38 GSO pe a al ff. > 

13. ely abit Guise GUST 2) Goll Go ed oe Guan alll die Sige phe “Sp 
do sobs VIS jab [0 yale > pd] 

14. Gul fA CobUEAT ESI oe AS yp LAST ol 

15. Sst is delat ml a 1 




















16, 4. AWN 3S te pail ill Cont | glad 13) Spill yp 
{7 eo pe gel pall os + gill ob NET 0 gle’ 


19. GPA le iil i ol 4 bo 8 2G SEIT Glee Shy 
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LESSON 10 ANSWERS 


True/False: 


1. F 2. F 3. T 4. F Se T 
6. F 7.7 8. F 9. T 10. F 
Short Answer. 


11. [EQ] and [2] 
12. The verb structurally gets changed in a similar fashion, either by adding a Sukun on 1st person 
or by dropping the Nun at the end. 


13. [Gall /Me/[oAl/ [o1)/, ot LA 

14. Jazm Particles = [be/ Ue 0 /I/2/01/el]; Nasb Particles =H Soh ELS 

15. (oAl/[N (OVW) 

In the following Ayat, state the I‘rab of the highlighted Verb below, and underline the Harfif 





In the following Ayat, convert the highlighted verb in the command tense [ Pall “jal i in the same 


conjugation. 





‘True/False: 


ae By. o. 2 4, T 5. F 
ae ree i ok rae 10. T 
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| Question# [| 


pte | et female [Feat | ie [oa 


Verb Famil a 


present a 


a 


verb Family | —1 |W 
ee a a ee ae 


VerbFamily| IV | W_ | 


Tense ast al ast ast a eee ast 
P Jazm P P Jazm P 
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|Question# | 21 
fron | = foot ET Te 


Gace verbal verbal passive vera rom Ea os 

ae ry noun iat cael aa a aa a a 
cee be | ea | suet | 

Cateso verbal Se verbal Eo Ess 

Bory doer a i =a a 


ee es 










cia 

ug ail ll colic 

Verb 

Terse command | Present past present Present present 
Nasb Nasb 


eeoers 


a Z Boa 
pt | cate ) USES Cee 


Verb | 


Verb 
Family 
ast ast Present Present resent Past ast resent 
passiv: 


oe 
_ EE ——— 


present 
| Question# | ii 
Os ie & 3a 


Verbal doer Verbal Doer Verbal Doer verual Doer 
|Family | wi | x | ow | ww | vv | 
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16. ms 18. , 20. 21. Ze yx S 
VI IV I I] I] ] 
present 3 command | present | present past present | command 





24. The 10 Family Table: Answers are highlighted. 
Kury F Present Past Forbiddin., i oe , 25 
Pe B ew! 8 yl ylvas ole At) 
ha ba bel Rabe bla 
| pe ral desi | IV 
| pe te | 


en eee 
eee es ee el a 
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